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WHY THIS BOOK? 



We have -written this book to meet a need we ourselves have 
felt many times as we worked with youth groups in churches in 
Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, and New York. We discovered the 
necessity for guiding the young people in our groups in under- 
standing the reasons for worship and for helping them choose 
appropriate worship materials. 

As we counseled young people and helped them with their 
worship services in the church school or their fellowship meet- 
ings, we became convinced that given some understanding of the 
meaning and methods of Christian worship, they would respond 
with eagerness. We found, too, that worship becomes most mean- 
ingful to young people when they avoid using ready-made serv- 
ices from books and pamphlets, and instead arrange their own 
from a store of resource materials that they build up individually 
or as a group. 

We have designed this book to be used by both young people 
and their adult advisers. The chapters in Part One will give an 
understanding of the why and how of Christian worship, while 
the resources in Part Two will provide a basic selection of ma- 
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terials for use in building services for young people's worship in 
church school or fellowship groups. 

Although we have dwelt rather heavily upon the mechanics of 
preparing and conducting worship services, we have based our 
book upon the assumption that the services which result from 
its use will be of such a nature as to help the young people who 
prepare and lead them, as well as those who are led, to enter 
upon a true experience of vital companionship with God. 

J. MARTIN AND BETTY JANE BAILEY 
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PART ONE 



Planning for Worship 



THE AIM OF PART ONE 



One of the best ways for a young person to become sensitive 
to the true meaning of Christian worship is through undertaking 
to plan a worship service and learning to appreciate what is 
involved in leading such a service. Through planning, young peo- 
ple will be exposed to the great heritage of devotional literature 
that has come down to the church of today through all strands 
of Christian experience, and will begin to sense the devotional 
moods that lie behind the elements of a service of worship. 

Some young people will be slower than others at finding them- 
selves able to lead a service. As a few members of the group 
attempt leadership others will gain the courage and the insight 
to follow their example. Often the boy or girl who at the begin- 
ning of the year is most hesitant to lead in worship, either be- 
cause of personal timidity or fear of ridicule from others in the 
group, is glad to take a turn when he has seen his companions 
lead an effective service in church school or youth fellowship. 

It is the aim of the first thirteen chapters of this book to put 
before young people a portion of the infinite number of possi- 
bilities that lie open to them as they engage in the rewarding 
task of creating and conducting their own services of worship. 



CHAPTER 1 / GETTING STARTED 



"Who's got worship tonight?" Susan began. 

"Guess I have," Al said, a bit tentatively. 

"But, but . . ." Eleven pairs of eyes turned toward Liz. "I 
thought Ruth Ann . . . What I mean is, Ruth Arm thought she 
was supposed to lead worship tonight. She's done a lot of work 
on a service/* 

"Well, yes, I have,** Ruth Ann admitted in response to several 
inquiring glances. "I guess I misunderstood." 

"Does anyone know for sure?" Susan asked. "Mrs. Edwins, do 
you know?" 

The adult adviser shook her head. "It looks to me as though 
this group had better get itself organized," she added, noting 
concern on the faces around her. 

Cokes and cupcakes were the order of the day as the Cooper 
twins, Bill and Tom, played hosts to Sally and Susan who had 
come in after school to work on planning a worship service for 
the senior high department the next Sunday. Susan was the 
chairman of tie worship committee and had been invited to sit 
in with the other three. 
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"Here's a hymn to sing," Bill said, sitting with a hymnal in 
one hand and a chocolate cupcake in the other, "I always like 
'Blest Be the Tie That Binds/ * 

"Sure, you always like it. We sing it almost every week. 
Wouldn't it be better to get some variety into this service?" 
counseled Susan. 

Reluctantly Bill agreed, then just as abruptly called out, 
"Number 20 would be good, "The Church's One Foundation/ " 

This time Sally and Tom both spoke at once. "No, it wouldn't. 
This service is supposed to be on stewardship. Remember?" 

Finally Bill caught on. Slamming the hymnboofc closed, he 
conceded, "Well, maybe we had better plan out the rest of the 
service first!" 

Pat and Jane sat down. They had just finished leading morn- 
ing worship in the senior high department 

"Where did you ever find that perfect meditation?" George 
Turner asked as soon as the class session began. "It fitted our 
subject to a T." The class was studying a unit concerning "A 
Christian Basis for World Peace " 

"Why," Pat answered, "one night at supper I mentioned that I 
had the meditation for our worship service this week. Dad re- 
membered something he had seen in the magazine section of 
Sunday's paper that was right in line with our subject. 'That's 
great!' I said, *Why couldn't it be in tonight's paper? Mother 
hasn't thrown that out yet!' 

"Dad just looked at me and said, TPatricia, that's what librar- 
ies are for. You go down after supper and ask for last Sunday's 
paper. You'll find the article I'm talking about/ 

"That was it. Dad was .right. I found it!" 

The class liked Jane's prayer too. "It was so beautiful," Eleanor 
said. "It sounded like it came right out of the Bible. Did it?" 

"It came from a book in the minister's library," Jane said. "It's 
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called The Book of Common Prayer." She held it up for the group 
to see. "I asked Dr. Stewart if he could help me find a prayer for 
world peace. He took this book down from one of his shelves and 
showed me how to look up prayers in it. When I found the 
prayer I used this morning, he gave me permission to bring the 
book to class to show you. I think we ought to have it on our 
worship shelf/' she finished. 

Do these stories have a familiar sound? Undoubtedly you 
could add many more from the experiences of your own youth 
group, for worship is the one activity that distinguishes a church 
young people's group from their school or social group. 

Not all young people in our churches, however, have come 
to an understanding of how to find their way into the presence 
of God through worship. They may go through a worship serv- 
ice perfunctorily, with little or no understanding of its puipose. 
Since the services of worship in young people's groups are most 
meaningful when they are planned and led by the members 
themselves, it is important for them to come to an understanding 
of the meaning of worship. 

WHAT IS WORSHIP? 

Worship has been defined as "response to God." 
It is the way in which Christians show appreciation of God's 
power and greatness. The word itself means toortfi-ship, and 
stands for devotion to that which we believe to be the central 
power of the universe. It includes three main movements that 
make up the basic pattern of worship. These are: (1) our ap- 
proach to God, (2) God's approach to us, and (3) our response 
to God in dedication. 

This is to say that in worship we begin by timing our thoughts 
toward God. We come before htm in reverence to express to him 
our adoration and praise. Usually we do this through singing a 
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hymn of praise or offering scripture sentences and prayers paying 
homage to God's greatness and power. 

Next, God acknowledges our worship. If we lay before God 
our human concerns, expressing to him something of our sense 
of our shortcomings and also of our aspirations, in a spirit of 
waiting, we receive his assurance of forgiveness and his revela- 
tion of his will for us. This assurance may come to us through the 
quiet of the service, through a prayer of petition or penitence or 
confession, through listening to the scripture reading or follow- 
ing the thought of the meditation, or in silent meditation. 

The test of our experience of God's presence comes in the 
third step. If we have felt a sense of fellowship with God, we 
know that we have gained renewed strength and feel a fresh 
desire to work with God in the direction in which he wants to 
lead us in order to carry out his will for our lives. In the spirit of 
commitment we affirm our faith and dedicate ourselves to him, 
perhaps through prayer, a statement of our faith, or a hymn of 
dedication, and by an offering of our time, talents, and pos- 
sessions. 

If this outline is followed it is easy to see that group worship 
need not be elaborate or complicated. A short service can be as 
worshipful as a longer one if the group approaches it with the 
attitude of reverence and dependence upon God's leading. No 
group should feel that it has worshiped merely because it has 
gone through an exercise that includes a series of hymns, scripture 
readings, prayers, and a meditation. The test of worship is 
whether the group has had a real experience of fellowship with 
God. 



CHAPTER 2 /PLANNING MEANINGFUL 
WORSHIP 



We have now come to the place where you should be ready to 
plan an actual worship service. By this time you will see that 
there are quite a number of details to consider, and that your 
planning will not be an easy job. It may be quite time-consuming, 
but it also can be both challenging and fun. As you begin work 
on your service, here are some of the main points to keep in 
mind. 

USE A THEME 

If your service is to help others worship, the members of your 
group must be able to understand clearly the trend of your 
thoughts as you have woven them into your planning. Select 
materials that will express clearly what you want to say and 
that will have meaning for others in the group. 

The services in this book have all been built around themes, 
as indicated by the titles of the services, or sometimes of the 
meditations. The prayers you use, or any poems or readings, as 
well as the hymns and scripture readings and meditations you 
include, should all serve to strengthen the theme of your service. 

9 
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PLAN AN ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Perhaps you have seen the heading "Order of Worship" printed 
on the bulletin of your church service every Sunday. The order 
in which you present the various parts of your service is surely 
a measure of its effectiveness. It would be monotonous to sing 
all your hymns first and then to read a scripture passage and 
perhaps a poem, and to present a talk, all in a row. There 
should be a rhythm to your service. That is, you should allow 
time and opportunity for the group to respond at certain points, 
through the singing of a hymn, or by joining in a litany, or re- 
peating a prayer in unison. 

Following the three movements of worship described in chap- 
ter one is even more important for meaningful worship than using 
a theme. A worship service is more than a collection of hymns, 
prayers, Bible readings, more or less related to a meditation. It 
needs to go somewhere, to flow toward a goal. Like a story or a 
play, it should have a climax. Usually this comes in the response 
of the group to the meditation or reading. Opportunity for this 
should be provided through singing a hymn, through praying, or 
by having an offering at the end. Some groups find that silent 
prayer after the meditation is meaningful. 

START WITH A WORSHIPFUL ATTITUDE 

If a leader is sincerely reverent the worshiping group will be 
helped to practice the presence of God. It is important, therefore, 
for you to begin your personal worship a few moments before 
you call the others to join in group worship. A moment of 
silence is all that is necessary. By arranging for a short prelude, 
perhaps the music of the hymn you plan to sing first, played 
quietly and meditatively, you can help the group make the 
transition to worship. 

Some groups observe the custom of having silent prayer dur- 
ing the prelude. This helps to establish a reverent atmosphere. 
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You will find that if you plan your service with care, reading 
each prayer over to yourself and weighing its value for your 
particular worship goal, studying the words of the hymns you 
plan to use, and seeking an appropriate Bible passage, your own 
spiritual life will begin to take on greater depth. 

AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FROM THE BIBLE 
In Isaiah 6:1-9, we find a description of a worship experience 
that has served as a model for worship both in informal groups, 
such as church school or fellowship groups, and in the church 
sanctuary. 

The experience described is that of the Old Testament 
prophet Isaiah. As a young man the prophet was saddened by 
the death of King Uzziah, who had been a good king. 

In the first verses of the passage 1 saw the Lord, . . . high and 
lifted up;" (6:la) and in the words of verse 3b: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory," 

we find the ancient counterparts of our own attitude in worship 
as we listen to the prelude and then the opening sentences or 
the call to worship, and join in a hymn of praise. Here is our first 
step in worshipman's approach to God. 

In verses 5 to 7 comes our second step God's acknowledgment 
of man's worship. Isaiah becomes conscious of being in the pres- 
ence of God and realizes how unworthy he is of God's love. He 
confesses his unworthiness, saying: "Woe is me! For I am lost; 
. . . my eyes have seen . . . the Lordl" We express a similar 
mood in our prayers of confession. When Isaiah hears the words 
"Your guilt is taken away, and your sin orgLven," he receives 
God's forgiveness even as we do today in the portion of the 
service known as the "assurance of pardon." 

Then the prophet received "illumination, 9 * as we expect to re- 
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ceive it in worship. The prophet heard the voice of God saying: 
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" In our worship, we 
receive God's promptings of his will for our lives through the 
reading of the Scriptures, through the meditation and the prayers. 
Finally, even as Isaiah answered, "Here I am! Send me," so 
we today dedicate ourselves anew to doing God's will for our 
lives, in our prayers, our offering, our hymns of dedication or 
other responses, and our obedience to God. He has work for us 
to do, even as he did for Isaiah, to whom he said, "Go, and say 
to this people" (6:9a), thus fulfilling the third step our response 
to God. Actually, this third step should give us a sense of putting 
ourselves in God's hands, to do the work he would have us do. 

THE MOODS OF WORSHIP 

Here we see that worship has many moods that appeal to the 
emotions. In such a service we find the following elements: rev- 
erence or recognition of God's presence, praise and adoration, 
confession of sin, assurance of pardon, God's challenge, and 
man's response. These express some of the many moods of 
worship, which include adoration, celebration, confession, affir- 
mation, intercession, thanksgiving, supplication, illumination, 
dedication, sacrifice, offering, commitment. Not every service 
expresses all these moods, but some of them will be found in 
any worship service that is truly worshipful. 

A SUGGESTED SERVICE 

Following is a service that follows the order of worship of 
Isaiah 6:1-9. Note how the service has a definite flow of move- 
ment and mood, which would suffer if it were interrupted by 
the use of inappropriate materials. Note also how the service 
works toward a definite goal and attempts to provide a genuine 
worship experience by never allowing the worshiper to lose the 
path along the way. 
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SEEKING GUIDANCE FOR OUR LIVES 

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 
King of Creation 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand (Ps. 95:6-7). 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Holy, Holy, Holy 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful God, we acknowledge and confess 
that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed; 
that we have not loved thee with all our heart and soul, with all 
our mind and strength; and that we have not loved our neighbor 
as ourselves. We beseech thee, O God, to be forgiving to what we 
have been, to help us to amend what we are, and of thy mercy to 
direct what we shall be, so that the love of goodness may ever be 
first in our hearts and we may follow unto our life's end in the 
steps of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive 
our sins and deanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 

SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 12:1-8 

MEDrrAiiON: The Work Which Thou Gavest Me to Do 
Some things God can do without men's help. He can make a 

sunset without men's help. He can form a mountain without 

men's help. 
But there are some things, it seems, that God cannot do without 

the help of men. He cannot make a garden without a gardener. 
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He cannot build a house without a carpenter. He cannot teach a 
class without a teacher. He cannot run a church without church 
members. He cannot shape a violin without a violinmaker. 

Perhaps there are some things God cannot do without my help. 
Perhaps there is something that will not be done unless I do it. 
Could it be that there is a work for me to domy work? This is 
a great thought, that the God of all creation needs me for some 
task. Can it be true? If so, I must try to find my work. 

From Windows of Worship 

PRAYER 

O Lord of earth and heaven, can it be that there is a place for 
me in thy plan for all life? Can it be that there is a work for me 
to do, and if I fail thou wilt have to wait until someone else can 
be found? If this is true, guide me till I find my task, and 
strengthen me to give my life to it. Amen. 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men (Col. 3:23 KJV). 

CLOSING HYMN: Take My Life and Let It Be 

BENEDICTION 

May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts and the word of 
Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom. Amen. 

(Col. 3:15-16; adapted) 



CHAPTER 3 / ORGANIZING TO PLAN 
FOR WORSHIP 



Any group accustomed to worshiping together regularly, whose 
members are themselves responsible for planning and leading 
the worship, soon feels the need for a small committee on wor- 
ship, made up of a few of its members. This committee is given 
the responsibility of coordinating the planning and preparation 
of the worship activities, securing and training the leaders, and 
maintaining the standards set up by the larger group. 

Groups differ, and the composition of the committee as well 
as its duties will be governed by the type of organisation and 
purpose of the group. The worship committee for a church school 
class or department will be relatively small and informal. A 
youth fellowship using the commission or program area plan 
may consider its worship committee a subgroup of the commis- 
sion. The size of such a committee is determined somewhat by 
the number of members of the fellowship group. Their term of 
service also will vary in length according to the program em- 
phases of the group and the term of service of its officers. A 
small cell group or a before-school Bible study group may de- 
cide to designate one or two of its members as a devotional or 

15 
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worship committee for a short period of time and then rotate 
the responsibility to others in the group. 

WHO SHALL SERVE? 

It will be advisable either to ask for volunteers to serve on 
this committee or to appoint two or more persons who have some 
natural inclination for or previous experience in planning wor- 
ship services. Enthusiasm for creating services of worship shown 
by those who are interested in the process can do much to 
awaken appreciation in others who may have tended to disparage 
this part of the program. 

Persons willing to serve on a worship committee are usually 
not hard to find, especially if they know that responsibility for 
leading worship is to be shared by the members of the group 
and does not fall exclusively upon committee members. 

THE JOB OF A WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Following are suggestions of ways in which a worship com- 
mittee might work to help a local youth group discover real 
meaning in its worship services. 

Planning Ahead 

In order to assure each worship leader sufficient time to plan 
for the service he is to lead, the worship committee will do well 
to project its plans for from two to six months ahead. 

If the worship services are to be directly related to the dis- 
cussions scheduled by the group, the themes of the discussions 
and the work done by the members of the program committee 
or those taking part in the discussion program will limit- the type 
of worship that the committee will plan. 

If the worship committee is planning for the worship periods 
of a church school class or department, the members will need 
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to call upon the superintendent and the teachers for help in 
surveying the scope of the curriculum during that year. 

The biggest advantage of long-range planning is that it helps 
to minimize overlapping in worship themes and duplication of 
effort in planning and using materials in building services of 
worship. 

* Assigning Leaders 

As soon as general themes have been adopted for the services 
of worship for a given period, it is important that certain mem- 
bers of the group, whether it be a church school class, a Bible 
study group, a cell group, or an evening fellowship group, be 
asked to accept assignments to lead worship on definite dates. 
When such assignments are given out well in advance, most 
capable group members will see the fairness of each one's agree- 
ing to take a turn and will accept responsibility. 

When dates have been cleared, a master list giving the dates 
of the meetings and the names of the leaders for each should be 
drawn up and posted in a prominent place, to serve as a re- 
minder to each leader as to when his turn comes. Some groups 
mimeograph a list of dates, worship themes, and leaders, so 
that each member of the group has a copy of the list. 

One member should act as coordinator and should make it a 
point each week to check on the leader for the next time, re- 
minding him of his responsibility as worship leader. 

The coordinator's name and telephone number should appear 
plainly on any mimeographed or posted listing of worship lead- 
ers so that illness or any other emergency requiring a change of 
plans may be reported promptly to him. Any necessary changes 
in the schedule as it has been set up or any needed trading of 
dates on the part of those appointed to lead the services should 
be carried out through him. 
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Giving Training in Worship 

A major contribution that a worship committee may make to 
the group is to provide training in actual worship and the lead- 
ership of worship. The committee will need to agree on the best 
way of doing this for their particular group. 

They might decide to invite the pastor to meet with the entire 
group, to explain the meaning of worship and the forms it may 
take. Or, they might plan their own program of training, draw- 
ing on chapters in this book together with other helpful ma- 
terials. 

If the group is a church school class with limited time and 
with less flexibility in programing than an informal group, the 
committee might plan to devote several periods normally de- 
voted to worship services to holding a workshop on worship. 

In addition to helping the group worship with greater appre- 
ciation and reverence, such a training program will be of great 
value to those of its members who will later undertake to lead 
worship services. 

Establishing a Worship Library or File 

The worship committee should regard it as one of their func- 
tions to see that a worship library or at least a file of resources 
is available to persons assigned to lead services. If your group 
has no library of books on worship containing resources, or no 
file of materials suitable for use in worship services, the commit- 
tee might take several meetings to work on an appropriate list 
of books or a file of resources. Members of the group could 
collect materials between meetings and take time at the meet- 
ings to file them. 

If no funds are available for providing books and periodicals 
containing worship aids, the committee may properly request 
such funds from the church school cabinet or the church board 
of Christian education for the purchase of needed resources. 
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Finding a Suitable Place for Worship 

The committee should see to it that a suitable place is avail- 
able for their youth group to hold services of worship. If no 
special area or room has been provided, the worship committee 
might study the church facilities to determine whether such a 
place is available. No part of the building should be overlooked. 
One youth group learned that their church had recently con- 
verted its furnace to gas heat, and were granted permission to 
clean out and paint an old coal room for their meeting room. 
Many churches have unused space that young people may be 
able to use effectively. 

Well ahead of any meeting, along with the worship leader for 

the day, the worship committee should take responsibility for 
making sure that the room is in readiness. One member of the 
committee might be assigned the job of checking on room ar- 
rangements each week before the service, or this task might be 
rotated among the members of the committee. 

Maintaining Standards 

An important function of the committee is that of keeping the 
worship services on a truly worshipful level. Advance planning 
and work with individual leaders will be helpful, but the com- 
mittee will need to begin with services that reach a high spir- 
itual plane, giving encouragement to the leaders week by week 
and helping them in every way possible with the hard work 
involved in preparing genuinely worshipful services. 

THE JOB OF THE ADULT ADVISER 

The adult adviser can be of help to the worship committee in 
many ways. In some churches there may be an additional adult 
adviser who works only with the worship committee; in other 
situations this may be the duty of the regular church school 
teacher or adviser of the youth group. If the worship committee 
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has responsibility for worship in a church school department, 
the superintendent or assistant superintendent may be the ad- 
viser to the worship committee. 

Some ways in which an adult adviser may work with a wor- 
ship committee include the following: 

Acting as resource person when the committee is meeting to 
draft long-range plans. 

Coaching the committee members and the worship leaders. 
The chapters of this book will provide a helpful outline for this 
work. 

When necessary, sitting down with leaders of individual serv- 
ices, helping them to plan. 

Taking part in worship, occasionally, to represent the pastor 
or the church in giving a response, or to introduce material that 
may be unfamiliar to the group, or that needs special interpre- 
tation. 

Helping the committee to discover available resources in the 
church and community. 

Representing the worship needs and interests of youth in meet- 
ings of adult committees and boards of the church. 

Worshiping along with tibie young people. 

Good organization can be a key to smooth, reverent, and 
varied services of worship. 



CHAPTER 4 / PROVIDING AN ATMOSPHERE 
FOR WORSHIP 



To create a reverent atmosphere for worship is every bit as 
important as selecting appropriate hymns or preparing an in- 
spiring meditation. We worship as much in our actions as we 
do with our words, and when we worship we need to do things 
decently and in order, as the apostle Paul recommended long 
ago (1 Cor. 14:40). 

A PLACE FOR WORSHIP 

It is entirely possible to worship in a room bare of religious 
symbols of any land. The most exalted moments of worship that 
some groups will ever know have frequently occurred in the 
midst of a class period, when the setting was a completely sec- 
ondary consideration. The Pilgrim Fathers made their meeting 
houses as plain as possible to purify their worship of the pomp 
and ceremony of the Church of England. To this day the Quakers 
believe that God can be approached best when the mind is free 
from distractions of ornament or color in the surroundings. 

Most people, however, have not trained themselves to worship 
in such austere surroundings. Most young people, at any rate, 

21 
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appreciate the opportunity to worship in an atmosphere that 
speaks to them of the Holy Spirit. Frequently, too, in the course 
of an evening's program a youth group must shift gears in a 
matter of moments from hilarious fun to a spirit of prayer. In 
such a case the transition is easier and more satisfying when the 
group may go from one room to another where the setting liter- 
ally calls them to worship. 

Though God is present as much in one room as another, to 
have a place set aside sometimes seems more conducive to wor- 
ship. Many young people have found that in the very act of 
going into another room for worship they are much better able 
to "enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise.** 

Except on special occasions, however, it is not a good idea for 
a youth group to go into the church sanctuary for worship. A 
relatively small group finds itself lost in such a large room, and 
singing and responsive reading are difficult to carry on effec- 
tively. In some large churches a youth chapel is provided. 

If a special room or chapel is not available, it is sometimes 
possible to arrange one side of the youth department or fellow- 
ship meeting room for worship and the rest of the room for 
group study and discussion or recreation. 

The position of a worship center (some youth groups call it 
an altar) in the worship area is important. It should be placed 
where there will be nothing to distract the mind of the wor- 
shiper. Windows are a distraction. So are doors, especially the 
main door to the room. The worship center is best placed where 
the members of the group will see it as they enter from the back 
or sides of the room. 

It is important, too, that wherever possible all chairs be set 
up in advance of the service. One or two boys may volunteer to 
come a few minutes early to see that the chairs are neatly ar- 
ranged, the lights on, and the hymnals distributed. 
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If the group is small or of moderate size, and if the room per- 
mits, it is desirable to have the chairs arranged in a semicircle 
so that everyone can see the leader with no one fidgeting either 
behind him or in front of him, or blocking his view. If the group 
is too large for a single semicircle, the chairs may still be set in 
a semicircle three or four rows deep. 

Only if the group is very large, or permanent pews are pro- 
vided, should theater-style seating be considered. When such 
seating is necessary and chairs are used, they should be ar- 
ranged with one or more aisles between sections for ease in 
reaching the seats. Unless the room is quite wide and the group 
is large, it is best to have the aisles on the sides* This permits all 
the worshipers to sit together. An exception can be made when 
a projected, visual aid is to be used. Then a center aisle may be 
desirable so that the light from the projector does not silhouette 
heads on the screen. 

A side aisle or a row of seats in the rear should be provided to 
take care of latecomers. The number of chairs set up should 
approximate closely the number of persons in the group. To have 
a large number of vacant chairs encourages a scattering of the 
group throughout the room. 

THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION 

In providing an appropriate atmosphere for worship some 
focus of attention is required. In Protestant sanctuaries such a 
focus is usually provided by a communion table or an altar. In 
church school classrooms or youth chapels, a less formal piece 
of furniture, such as a table, may be used. This may hold flowers 
or a Bible, or some other arrangement appropriate to the theme 
of the worship that day. This is usually referred to as the 
"worship center." 

Some people object to this title on the ground that it implies 
that the furniture itself is the center of worship rather than God. 
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If your youth group objects to the expression it may be well to 
avoid the use of the term "worship center/* although almost any 
other descriptive phrase presents the same or related problems. 
The furniture, after all, is not the focus of our attention in wor- 
ship; it merely aids in directing our attention toward God. The 
tenn "altar" sounds a bit formal and is not technically correct, 
since an altar is a place where a sacrifice is performed. 

For young people's worship the worship setting, that is, the 
arrangement of the worship table, may be varied from Sunday 
to Sunday in order to rekte directly to the theme of the service. 
Since Christians believe that all God's creation shows his handi- 
work and that all productive employment is in some measure a 
Christian vocation, the worship setting need not be limited to 
ecclesiastical symbols or art. Various suggestions for worship 
settings will be found in Part Two of this book. 

Whatever worship settings are provided should be made as 
artistic and tasteful as possible. It is important that the over-all 
appearance be dignified and uncluttered. 

One helpful piece of equipment for use on the altar would 
be a plain triptych. This will provide an effective background 
for arranging worship settings. The triptych could be made of 
three pieces of tackboard or fiberboard hinged together and 
painted a beige or tan color on one side, and dark blue, green, 
or maroon on the other. This can be set at the back of the altar, 
using the side that will make the most effective background for 
the symbols or unmounted pictures or other objects to be used 
in the worship setting for the day. 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

Like the arrangement of the room and the worship setting, the 
musical parts of the service help greatly in creating a reverent 
atmosphere. 

As die service begins, the prelude serves as a curtain to shut 
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out the distractions of the world, and signals that worship has 
begun. Members of the group should learn that the prelude pro- 
vides a time for quiet meditation and prayer rather than a mu- 
sical background for conversation. The prelude may also serve 
to familiarize the group with the tune of a hymn that they will 
sing later in the service. Unless the hymns are sufficiently famil- 
iar to the group to be sung well, the mood of worship will be 
broken. 

The piano or organ used should be kept in proper tune. Few 
things are more distracting than a sour note or a missing note 
in the accompaniment of a hymn or in the instrumental response 
to a prayer. 

The person who plays the instrument should be well qualified. 
Unless the playing is virtually flawless and the tempo is right, 
the group will not enjoy singing. It is better for the pianist to 
avoid singing and playing at the same time for this is likely to 
result in his doing a poor job of both. 

THE LEADER OF WORSHIP 

More important than external arrangements in creating an 
atmosphere of reverence is the way in which the leader conducts 
the service. If he speaks with assurance and authority and is 
obviously worshiping with the group, he will succeed in leading 
the group to the presence of God. The youth who accepts the 
responsibility of leading the group to worship needs to under- 
stand that he is serving as a guide to others who are visiting in 
the courts of the Lord. 

Group Preparation for Worship 

Various things may be done to help the group enter into the 
spirit of worship: 

L Train the entire group in the meaning and practice of wor- 
ship. 
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2. Explain the significance of the worship setting arrangement, 
the particular theme, or the special occasion in the church year, 
before the worship service begins. 

Dos and Don ts for Worship 

Prepare carefully in advance. 

Arrange the worship setting ahead of time. 

Understand the meaning of everything you read aloud. 

Practice reading well beforehand the poems and scripture you 
have chosen. 

Keep a written order of worship in front of you at all times, in- 
cluding the words to such well-known parts of the service as 
the Lord's Prayer. (Many ministers make a practice of doing 
this in order to guard against temporary lapses of memory that 
could be embarrassing.) 

Be sure that the pianist knows the hymns and other musical selec- 
tions you have chosen or has opportunity to practice them 
beforehand. 

Sit near the front of the room, if no chair is provided at the 
lectern. 

Speak loudly enough to be heard and clearly enough to be un- 
derstood. 

Participate in the service yourself. Leading a worship service is 
more than announcing the numbers of the hymns. 

Pray for God's guidance as you prepare to lead others in worship. 

Don't use special inflections or tones in your voice during pray- 
ers. 

Don't make extemporaneous speeches or meditations. Carefully 
planned meditations may be given from an outline, but a com- 
plete lack of preparation results in a disorganized message and 
poor presentation. 

Don't show off. 



PROVIDING AN ATMOSPHERE FOR WORSHIP 27 

Don't light candles unceremoniously, or use a cigarette lighter 

for this purpose. 
Don't begin the service until you are sure that all arrangements 

have been completed and everyone participating knows what 

his responsibility is. 



CHAPTER 5 /THE CHURCH YEAR 



"Variety is the spice of life, 9 * according to the poet, and who 
does not enjoy the variety added to daily living by the changing 
seasons and special festival days of our calendar year? Young 
people will find it interesting to discover that though our civil 
calendar dates our era from the birth of Christ, founder of our 
faith, the church measures time by means of a calendar of its 
own, with special seasons and festivals. In this calendar, every 
Sunday has a special name. The seasons of the church year, or 
the Christian year, as it is sometimes called, are part of a cycle 
by which the church reviews each year the life, ministry, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, the growth of his church, and the 
meaning of his message. 

Some denominations follow the church year more closely than 
others, but almost every denomination sets aside certain periods 
during a year for special emphases, such as missions, stewardship, 
Allied Enlistment, and Christian education. 

Many young people should find it rewarding to study the 
church year, to learn why one Sunday is called "Whitsunday" or 
Tentecost" and another "Trinity Sunday" and still another 
"Rogation Sunday ? A few books on this fascinating subject 
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are included in chapter 14, "Helpful Books." See page 84. 

The Christian year begins with the first Sunday in Advent, 
which is always the Sunday closest to November 30, so that 
occasionally the Advent season, the season when the church looks 
forward to the coming of Christ, commences with the last Sunday 
in November. Advent always ends with the Sunday before 
Christmas. Christmas, when it comes on Sunday stands by it- 
self; otherwise the Sunday following Christmas becomes Christ- 
mas Sunday, the theme of which is the Word made flesh. The 
twelve days from December 25 to January 5 constitute the 
Christmas season of the church year, sometimes called Christ- 
mastide. 

The Epiphany season, symbolizing the coming of the Light 
of the World, begins with the Sunday closest to January 6 
(Twelfth Night). This is traditionally the time of the visitation 
of the Wise Men. In some denominations this season is a time 
for making an emphasis upon missionary giving. 

The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday, which comes 
forty-six days before Easter Sunday. Lent is used as a time of 
spiritual renewal by Christians of almost all denominations. 

Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter, introduces Holy 
Week, commemorating Christ's Passion. Thursday of that week 
is known as Maundy Thursday, the night on which the Lord's 
Supper was instituted. Friday, of course, is Good Friday, the 
day of the crucifixion. The next day, Holy Saturday, is the last 
day of Lent 

Easter, commemorating Christ's resurrection, is the great festi- 
val of the church year. It ushers in a season of fifty days, some- 
times known as Eastertide or the Great Fifty Days. After these 
days comes Pentecost, the traditional anniversary of the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples gathered in Jerusalem, when 
the Christian church may be said to have come into being. This 
day is also known as Whitsunday (or White Sunday) in memory 
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of the white robes worn by the catechumens, the name given to 
the new members of the church in early Christian times. 

The Sunday following Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday in 
honor of the Holy Trinity. It ushers in the Trinity season, which 
lasts until the Advent season comes around once again. 

In addition to the seasons of the church year and certain 
special days, such as Easter, Christmas, Ash Wednesday, and 
days emphasized by certain denominations or groups, most 
Protestant churches recognize special days of the civil year, 
particularly Thanksgiving Day, the birthdays of Lincoln and 
Washington, Memorial Day, and Independence Day. Reforma- 
tion Day, the Sunday closest to October 31, the anniversary of 
the day on which Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door 
of the church in Wittenberg, Germany, in 1517, has become a 
great Protestant festival. It is often celebrated by interdenomi- 
national or community services. Sometimes these services are 
sponsored by local councils of churches. 

A church school program for young people usually includes 
observances of Christmas and Easter, the two great holiday sea- 
sons marked by all Christian countries, and special worship 
services will be planned for these occasions. 

A youth fellowship program for an entire year can be planned 
around certain essential emphases, some following the pattern 
of the church year, and some taken from denominational em- 
phases or those stressed in the program of the United Christian 
Youth Movement, the interdenominational organization in which 
most denominational youth programs hold membership. 

Sometimes youth groups make up a calendar of observances 
for themselves that include all three types of emphases: some 
from the Christian year, some from the civil year, some from 
the denominational "family" year. 

A calendar listing many of the days for which special observ- 
ances are sometimes planned in Protestant churches appears be- 
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low. Two special sections offering resources for Special Days 
and an Index of Resources for the Church Year appear in Part 
Two of this book. These include numerous suggestions for use 
in planning worship services when your youth group wants to 
have a special program. 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL OBSERVANCES 

Universal Bible Sunday The second Sunday in December 
Watch Night December 31 (New Year's Eve). Many churches 

hold services to see the New Year in. 

Youth Week Begins with the last Sunday in January, On that 
Sunday denominational youth work programs are emphasized. 
On the first Sunday in February interdenominational programs 
of youth work are stressed. 

Boy Scout Sunday The second Sunday in February 
Race Relations Sunday The second Sunday in February 
Brotherhood Sunday The third Sunday in February 
One Great Hour of Sharing One Sunday in March is designated 
for special gifts to Church World Service, the interdenomina- 
tional Protestant relief organization. 
Girl Scout Sunday The second Sunday in March 
Christian College Sunday The second, or sometimes the first, 

Sunday after Easter 

Rural Life Sunday The fifth Sunday after Easter 
Christian Family Week The week following the first Sunday in 
May, climaxed by the Festival of the Christian Home which is 
celebrated the second Sunday in May 
Labor Sunday The Sunday before Labor Day 
World-wide Communion Sunday The first Sunday in October 
World Order Sunday A Sunday in October, usually close to Oc- 
tober 24, which is United Nations Day 
Reformation Sunday The Sunday nearest to October 31 
Stewardship Sunday A Sunday in November 



CHAPTER 6 / USING THE BIBLE 
IN WORSHIP 



The Bible holds a key position throughout every service of 
worship. Not only is it customary to read a scripture lesson, but 
nearly every element in the service is drawn in some measure 
from the Bible. 

Often the call to worship is a passage from the book of Psalms. 
Hymns are frequently rooted in scripture. Prayers draw on the 
great devotional passages in the Bible. The Lord's Prayer ap- 
pears twice in the New Testament. Often the meditation will be 
based on a biblical text. The offertory sentences and the bene- 
diction usually come either from the Old or the New Testament. 

Even the order of worship itself may follow the outline of 
Isaiah 6:1-9, which is the story of the prophet's vision in the 
temple, as we saw in chapter two. 

Following is an order of service that uses Bible passages at a 
number of points: 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

Praise the Lord I 



GOD'S GIFT OF LIFE 
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For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is seemly (Ps. 147:1). 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Let Us with a Gladsome Mind 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy steadfast love; 
according to thy abundant mercy blot out my transgres- 
sions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! Amen. (Ps. 51:1-2) 

ASSURANCE OF GOD*S LOVE 

The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms (Deut 33:27a). 

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 8 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

Leader: How sweet are thy words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Group: Through thy precepts I get understanding; 

therefore I hate every false way. 
All: Thy word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light unto my path (Ps. 119:103-105). 

MEDITATION: God's Gift of Life * 

The best gift of God to us is life itself. No scientist has ever 
been able to make a rock or any other lifeless thing to live. Only 
God can give life. And the gift of life is a truly wonderful gift, 
worth more than any amount of money we can imagine. Who 
would think of selling his life for a thousand dollars, or a million 
dollars? Whether it lasts thirty years or eighty years, life is the 
most precious thing we have. 

My life work is a work into which I put my life. I have only 
one life to live; therefore I must look about carefully for a voca- 
tion into which I can put my life. If I had a dozen lives to live, I 
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could easily afford to waste one or more of them; but that is not 
the case. I am like a person who has a sum of money to invest. 
He has only so much money, and he is going to invest it all at 
one place. It is not to be wondered at, therefore, if he chooses 
that place with great care. 

God has given life to all his creatures, but the best he has kept 
for us, his children. The life of a human being is worth more 
than the life of an animal. For this reason too I must invest my 
life with care. From Windows of Worship 

PRAYER 

Thou who art the giver of every good and perfect gift, I thank 
thee for the good gift of life itself. How wonderful it is to be 
alive, to breathe, and laugh, and play, and work! How can I 
thank thee aright for my life? Help me to put it to good use. It 
came from thee; may I give it back to thee in Joyful, useful 
service. Amen. 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, ... for where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also (Matt. 6:19-21). 

OFFERING * 

HYMN: Take My Life 

BENEDICTION: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

(2 Cor. 13:14; adapted) 

READING THE SCRIPTUEES ALOUD 

Young people need to be reminded that reading the Bible 
aloud in a worship service should not be a haphazard affair, for 
the Bible contains the word of God. 
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Choose the Passage Carefully 

Nothing mars a worship service more quickly than a scripture 
passage poorly read unless it is a selection that is not well chosen. 
It is hardly enough to let the Bible fall open and hope to find 
some messages on that page. Nor is it a good idea always to read 
one of the very familiar passages. It is far better to choose a 
passage that is related to the theme of your meditation. 

If you have trouble locating an appropriate scripture selection, 
either because you cannot remember where it is found or because 
you want to choose a passage to fit in with a certain worship 
theme, turn to a Bible concordance. In a concordance each prin- 
cipal word in the Bible is listed in alphabetical order, with its 
context indicated, with book, chapter, and verse, to show where 
it is found. An abridged concordance is often bound into the 
pages of a study edition of the Bible. An edition of the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible that contains a concordance has 
now been published. A very large complete concordance listing 
every word in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible (too ex- 
pensive for most individuals to own) may be in your church or 
public library. 

Some denominations (usually those that observe the Christian 
year) have lectionaries which are outlines of Bible passages ap- 
propriate to the various Sundays of the church year. A lectionary 
is a good place to locate appropriate scripture passages as well as 
to find help for planning themes for certain Sundays. Your min- 
ister will tell you how to find the lectionary for your denomina- 
tion, if one is available. 

Learn What the Passage Means 

You will be able to read the Scriptures aloud effectively only 
if you know what you are reading about This usually means that 
you will need to study the selection in its context. Look up the 
names of unfamiliar persons or places in a Bible dictionary to 
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discover their place in the story as well as to learn the correct 
pronunciation of these names. Additional background informa- 
tion on the passage can be found in a Bible commentary. Your 
minister or church librarian can show you these books and help 
you to learn about using them. 

Read the Passage Well 

Before attempting to read a scripture passage as part of a 
worship service, find opportunities to practice reading it aloud. 
Be careful to read according to the punctuation marks, and not 
according to the verse numbers, since frequently a verse ends in 
the middle of a sentence. When you have looked up the pronun- 
ciation of strange or difficult names of persons or places, as sug- 
gested above, practice saying these words out loud again and 
again until they come easily. In a day when foreign names are 
so much in the headlines, there is no excuse for stumbling over 
Bible names. 

If your group is not familiar with the background of the pas- 
sage you are to read, you should explain its context briefly before 
reading the passage aloud. 

WHICH VERSION SHALL WE BEAD? 

Many young people wonder which translation of the Bible 
they should use. Perhaps the following descriptions of the most 
popular versions will help you choose: 

King James Version. This is the old familiar English translation 
made in 1611. Although many passages in this version are very 
beautiful, the years have brought many changes in the meanings 
of words, and some of the words are no longer in common use. 
In more than three centuries of study since the publication of 
this translation, scholars have found more exact translations for 
many of the passages. 
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Revised Standard Version. This new, official American Protes- 
tant Bible was published in 1952. The translation retains the dig- 
nity of the King James Version, but is much clearer to a twen- 
tieth-century reader and is based on the most accurate transla- 
tions possible at this time. 

The Bible: An American Translation by J. M. Powis Smith and 
Edgar J. Goodspeed. This translation was made by two Ameri- 
can scholars of our century. The style is rather abrupt, but the 
language sheds light upon the meaning of some passages that are 
hard to understand in the King James Version, 

The Bible, A New Translation by James Moffatt. This transla- 
tion was made by a leading English biblical scholar, and has 
great beauty of style. The material is arranged in paragraphs to 
facilitate reading. 

The New English Bible: New Testament was published in 1961 
by a committee of British scholars. It is a fresh and, in many 
places, vibrant new translation that departs from the style of the 
King James Version in favor of a completely contemporary vocab- 
ulary, idiom, style, and rhythm. Many terms, such as "pounds," 
"fortnight," "two pence" follow the British usage. 

The New Testament in Modern English translated by J. B. 
Phillips. This is a free translation, which means that the essential 
meaning and spirit of the books of the Bible is maintained with- 
out actually translating each word. It is popular because of its 
poetic quality. 

You will do well to choose the translation that makes the pas- 
sage you are to read most easily understood. For accuracy check 
with the Revised Standard Version. This is based upon manu- 
scripts that have come to light since the other translations were 
made; some of these are older than any examined previously 
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and are therefore closer to the time when they were produced. 
All the translations mentioned above should be available in 
your church library so that they may be examined and the most 
desirable translation chosen for the particular service you are 
planning. 



CHAPTER 7 / MUSIC IN WORSHIP 



When properly used in worship music can enrich it in many 
ways. 

In discovering some of these uses, you will want to explore 
first of all the wealth of your Christian heritage of church music 
that lies between the covers of your church or youth hymnal. 

WHY DO WE SING HYMNS? 

All of us have thrilled at being a part of a large Christian 
gathering singing a familiar "hymn, when words and music com- 
bine to lift our hearts Godward, inspiring us religiously much as 
a stirring march stimulates us patriotically. 

Christians also sing hymns because of the message they carry. 
Someone has said that more doctrine and theology have been 
learned from hymn texts than from all the sermons ever preached. 
The poetry of hymn texts, like so much of the Bible, is easy to 
memorize and often stays in the memory throughout life. The 
music sings itself over and over again in our minds, renewing, 
comforting, and inspiring us. Some hymn texts, however, may con- 
tain theological ideas that are not in keeping with the teachings 
of the denomination or may express ideas that are no longer 
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generally supported. This is one reason why it is important that 
your church or church school use a good hymnal, preferably one 
published by your denomination. It is also sufficient reason for 
reading over the words of a hymn text carefully before deciding 
to use that hymn in a service of worship. 

Our main reason for singing hymns is that they are a form of 
praise in which all members of a worshiping congregation may 
take part. A hymn may be a tribute to God's greatness and power, 
a form of prayer, or a means of responding to God's call. 

WAYS OF USING HYMNS 

In the resource section, which forms Part Two of this book, 
various ways of using hymns are indicated. Often a hymn is used 
as a theme or focus for building a service. Sometimes a closing 
hymn or a hymn suggested as a prelude is used to emphasize the 
chief idea expressed in a meditation. In building a worship service 
it is always important to read the words of a hymn text carefully 
to make certain that they emphasize the thought of the service or 
fit in with the mood of worship being expressed at a particular 
point in the service. 

Sometimes, when the words of a hymn text come from the 
Bible, a service may be built upon a comparison between the 
words of a Bible text and the words of the hymn, thus opening 
the way to a better appreciation of the scripture passage. A serv- 
ice of this type appears on page 126 of this book in the section 
titled The Bible, where Isaac Watts's famous hymn "O God 
Our Help in Ages Past" is compared with Psalm 90. 

Another type of service using the text of a hymn along with an 
incident or incidents from the life of the author appears in the 
meditation entitled "Blest Be the Tie That Binds." 

Sometimes a service is planned to consist entirely of hymns 
that follow a certain theme, such as the service "Singing Our 
Faith." This is not the same as a hymn sing. Hymn sings were 
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once common and are still held occasionally, but it is well to 
make a distinction here and indicate that a hymn sing is not 
always a worship service, though elements of worship may be 
present in it A hymn sing usually comes about rather sponta- 
neously. 



LEARNING NEW HYMNS 

Learning sessions are a good way to introduce new or un- 
familiar hymns. To try to use an unfamiliar hymn, particularly 
one with a tune that is new to the group, may prove disruptive 
in a worship service. Holding a learning session, when the group 
devotes itself to singing through new hymns or new tunes, is one 
way to avoid any such difficulty. It need not be long. A short 
period before the regular worship in church school or evening 
fellowship, or a special Sunday set apart with a shortened wor- 
ship service and the bulk of the time devoted to learning the 
new hymn or hymns will usually suffice. 

Because it has been estimated that the average church con- 
gregation is familiar with only thirty-five hymns, some youth 
groups try to learn one new hymn each month, singing that hymn 
each Sunday during that time. 

Another way to stimulate the learning of new hymns is to 
avoid repeating the old familiar songs too often, taking care not 
to use the first hymn that comes to mind when planning a wor- 
ship service. One way to help a group become acquainted with 
a new hymn tune is to use it as a musical prelude in a worship 
service. 

Here is a description of the process of learning a new hymn, 
step by step: 

1. Become familiar with the words. Read them aloud and dis- 
cuss their meaning. 

2. Listen to the tune, pkyed by a skilled pianist or organist 
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3. Sing the hymn several times. Try to match the tempo 
of the music to the mood of the hymn. 

4. Attempt to learn something about the author of the words, 
and also, where possible, about the composer of the music. Try 
to discover how both the words and music happened to be 
written. Some books that will help you are: The Gospel in 
Hymns by Albert E. Bailey, The Story of Our Hymns by Armin 
E. Haeussler, Lyric Religion by H. Augustine Smith, and Hand- 
book for the Hymnal by Ethel Porter and Albert C. Ronander. 

5. Sing the hymn again very soon. 

HOW TO CHOOSE HYMNS 

We have already seen that care is necessary in the selection of 
hymns for worship. Variety is to be desired, but in a worship 
service certain types of hymns fit best at different times. Often 
the first hymn used in a service will be a hymn of praise regard- 
less of the theme of the service. The hymns that follow, which 
will be more in keeping with the tiheme, will need to be chosen 
with special care. Many times the final hymn is one that includes 
aspects of dedication and consecration, although other types of 
hymns are often appropriate as closing hymns. 

You will need to become familiar with the indexes of your 
hymnal in order to do a good job in planning group worship. 
Most hymnals have several indexes. The one most commonly 
used is known as the Index of First Lines." There you will find 
a hymn such as "America the Beautiful" listed under the first 
line of its text, "O beautiful for spacious skies." 

The next most useful index will be called the "Topical Index," 
particularly when you are looking for a hymn appropriate for 
use with a special worship theme. Under "Church," for example, 
you will find listed such hymns as "The Church's One Founda- 
tion," "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken " and "I Love Thy 
Kingdom, Lord." Frequently by leafing through a hymnal you 
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will come upon the hymns that pertain to a given topic, such as 
"The Christian Life," grouped together on adjacent pages in the 
book, under the heading "The Christian Life." 



LOCATING HYMN TUNES 

There are also indexes that list the music for hymns. Each 
hymn tune has its own name. Sometimes this name indicates 
something of the historic uses of a particular hymn; sometimes 
the language of the name indicates the country of its origin. 
Most hymnals have an index of hymn tunes, in which the names 
of these tunes are listed alphabetically with the numbers of all 
hymns sung to that tune listed opposite the name. Adeste Fideles 
is the name of the tune to which "O Come, All Ye Faithful* and 
sometimes "How Finn a Foundation" are sung. Occasionally you 
will find that the same tune is written in a different key in each 
place. When this happens your pianist can select the key best 
suited to the voices in your group. 

There is also a metrical index of hymn tunes. This is based on 
a code indicating the number of syllables in each line of a hymn 
text. All hymn tunes which match this text with the correct num- 
ber of stresses in each musical line are labeled with this same 
code. 

As an illustration consider the hymn tune Aurelia, which is the 
tune most commonly used for the hymn The Church's One 
Foundation " The meter for this tune is listed as 7.6.7.6.D. This 
means that there are seven stresses in the first line of the music, 
six in the second, seven in the third, and six in the fourth. The 
TD" stands for double, which means repeat the meter of the first 
four lines. Here is the text of the first stanza of "The Church's 
One Foundation" with the syllables numbered: 

1 2 34567 
The church- *s one Foun-da-tion 
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123 4 56 
Is Je-sus Christ her Lord; 

123 4567 
She is his new cre-a-tion 

12345 6 
By wa-ter and the word: 

1234567 
From heaven he came and sought her 

12345 6 
To be his ho-ly bride; 

123 45 6 7 
With his own blood he bought her, 

1 23456 
And for her Me he died. 

Since the text has a meter of 7.6.7.6.D., all tunes with that same 
code in the metrical index could be used with those words. 

You will notice that the meters of many hymns are indicated 
by letters such as S.M., C.M., and L.M. rather than with num- 
bers. S.M. (meaning small meter or short meter) is the short- 
hand way of writing 6.6.8.6., the meter of a hymn such as "Blest 
Be the Tie That Binds." C.M. (common meter) is 8.6.8.6., the 
meter of "O God Our Help in Ages Past." L.M. (long meter) is 
8.8.8.8., the meter for "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross." 

Using the metrical index in your hymnal will enable you to 
"mix and match" your hymn tunes and texts. Thus the hymn 
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" may be sung to either of two 
tunes, Easier Hymn or Llanfair. This is because both tunes have 
four lines of seven beats each (7.7.7.7.) that correspond to the 
seven syllables in each of the four lines of the text of the hymn. 
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Other indexes frequently found in hymnals list authors, trans- 
lators, or sources of words; composers, arrangers, and the place 
of origin of tunes. You may not need this information very often. 
When printing a worship service, however, it is sometimes neces- 
sary to have some of this data for securing permission to reprint 
the words or music of a hymn. 

MUSICAL RESPONSES 

Another important use of music in worship is the singing of 
short responses at various points in a service: as a response to 
a call to worship or to a scripture reading, or after a prayer or 
litany, or following the giving of an offering. Sometimes the re- 
frain of a hymn is used in this wayoften as the response in a 
litany in place of a spoken response, or following the benediction, 
or as an integral part of the Scriptures as in the scripture read- 
ing "The Adoration of the Risen Lord" in the Easter Sunrise 
Service in Part Two. 

Almost every hymnal has a section of chants and responses from 
which to choose. Many of the hymns themselves have refrains 
with lines that make very appropriate responses. Some of these 
are probably already familiar. The words of the refrain of the 
hymn "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart": 

Rejoice, rejoice, 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 

might be used after a call to worship or a scripture reading. Sim- 
ilarly the words from the hymn "Lord of Light, Whose Name 
Outshineth": 

Father, as in highest heaven 

So on earth thy will be done, 

* 

might be used in a litany or after a scripture reading. 
Other hymn refrains that make excellent responses include 
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those from the following hymns: "For the Beauty of the Earth," 
"God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea/' "O Come, O Come, Emman- 
uel," "Angels We Have Heard on High," "O Come, AH Ye Faith- 
ful," "The First Noel," "We Plow the Fields, and Scatter," "Thine 
Is the Glory," as well as some of the Spirituals, such as, "Lord, I 
Want to Be a Christian," "Jacob's Ladder," and "Every Time I 
Feel the Spirit." You will find it rewarding to make your own 
collection of such musical responses and experiment with them 
in the worship services that your group plans and carries out. 

RECORDED MUSIC 

Listening to recorded church music can be appropriate at 
almost any point in a service of worship. Portions of Handel's 
The Messiah such as the TPastoral Symphony," the "Hallelujah 
Chorus," or the solos "He Shall Feed His Flock" and TE Know 
That My Redeemer Liveth," or portions from the oratorio The 
Elijah by Mendelssohn or The Crucifixion by Stainer, and from 
many another masterpiece of religious music sung by a noted 
choir or chorus, will greatly enhance your group worship. 

In choosing records to be used in worship, however, remember 
to make appropriate selections. Cowboy recordings or other 
popular songs, though they have their place, do not belong in a 
worship service. 



CHAPTER 8 / LOCATING ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES 



A wealth of resources is available for any youth group to use 
to enrich its services. There are prayers and poems and medita- 
tions and hymns that have been handed down from generation 
to generation throughout the long and colorful history of the 
church. There are poems and articles and other types of materials 
to be drawn upon in modern literature, even from current maga- 
zines and the daily papers. 

Worship committees and interested individuals will find great 
satisfaction in making explorations into tfrjg vast storehouse of 
printed worship and devotional material. 

If you have familiarized yourself with this book you have 
already entered the front room of this storehouse. When occasions 
arise for which your special needs are not met, you will want to 
look for other materials. Perhaps your worship committee has 
arranged a separate shelf in your church library or in your class- 
room or fellowship meeting room where materials helpful in 
planning worship services for your youth meetings may be kept 
for ready reference. You will want to be sure to include some of 
the following. 
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HYMNALS 

Most hymnals have one section devoted to worship materials. 
These include prayers, responsive readings, and sometimes 
poems, litanies, and short meditations. Hymnals chosen from 
among the adult and youth hymnals in use in your own and other 
denominations will prove to be a valuable asset. 

The hymns themselves will frequently contain devotional 
treasures that can be used with or without music. Stanzas from 
such hymns as "Dear Lord and Father o Mankind" and "We 
Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator" make good prayers. 
The words of "O Brother Man" or 'Where Cross the Crowded 
Ways of Life** may be used as meditations. 

When in doubt about using words from a particular hymn, 
read them aloud to yourself before making your choice. 

One caution should be given. Materials found in the hymnal, 
or anywhere else for that matter, should be used only if they 
fit the theme of your service and say what you feel needs to be 
said. To decide to read a poem simply because it is one of your 
favorite poems or because you need it to fill up time is not good 
worship planning. 

THE BOOK OF WORSHIP 

Become familiar with the book of worship used in your de- 
nomination. Though it contains forms for conducting the sacra- 
ments, funerals, and weddings, which only your minister would 
use, it also includes a treasury of prayers, a listing of Bible pas- 
sages for each Sunday of the year and for the festivals of the 
Christian church year. (This listing of Bible passages is called a 
lectionary; sometimes these passages are referred to as the peric- 
opes.) These may prove helpful in planning your monthly cal- 
endar schedule of worship services. 

This book will probably draw heavily upon your denomina- 
tional heritage of worship resources and for that reason will be 



LOCATING ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 49 

of special interest. Your minister will be glad to let you examine 
his copy so that you may decide whether you wish to purchase a 
copy for your "worship shelf." 

BOOKS IN YOUR PASTORS LIBRARY 
In addition to the book of worship of your denomination, helps 
for Bible study, and other materials mentioned above, your pas- 
tor will have numerous books that contain materials suitable for 
worship. 

Most ministers are glad to help interested and responsible 
young people learn how to use the books in their personal 
libraries. Some of the books they suggest may also be found in 
your church or church school library. Some of them may also be 
purchased by the youth department or the youth fellowship and 
kept on the youth worship shelf already suggested. In such books 
you will find collections of the great prayers of the past, sug- 
gested orders of worship, invocations, and litanies. 

Some books may be devotional classics, such as Deep Is the 
Hunger by Howard Thurman, a modern devotional book; or the 
Confessions of Augustine, a devotional book from the fifth cen- 
tury. Although these two books were written for use primarily 
for personal devotions, sections in them may be found useful as 
group meditations in worship services. 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS AND GUIDES 

Poems and meditations as well as prayers and calls to worship 
often appear in devotional booklets such as Power, The Upper 
Room, Daily Devotional Guide, and Family Devotions. Be sure 
to examine thoroughly any materials that you may want to use 
from such sources, to see whether they are appropriate for group 
worship, since they ware originally planned for personal devo- 
tional use. The same test should be applied to tracts or folders 
that may be found on church literature tables. 
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MAGAZINES 

Some magazines, such as the International Journal of Religious 
Education, and denominational magazines, contain worship mate- 
rials that are very usable and worth saving for future reference. 
Curriculum materials and other religious periodicals also con- 
tain occasional resources that can be put to good use. If neces- 
sary, get permission to clip helpful sections and file them for 
future use. 

TEXTBOOKS, GENERAL, BOOKS, AND PERIODICALS 

Poetry and prose selections appropriate for use in worship 
services may frequently be found in high school literature texts, 
as well as in general books both fiction and nonfiction. 

Similarly, daily and Sunday newspapers, and general maga- 
zines often contain suitable material that may be adapted for use 
in meditations for services of worship. 

Vast amounts of helpful material await discovery by the young 
person who desires to enrich the services of worship of his youth 
group. He need only seek and he will surely find. Many leaders 
of worship have found useful elements for their services in a 
series of devotional books: Windows of Worship, Gates of 
Beauty, Pathways of Prayer, and All Our Days. 



CHAPTER 9 / PREPARING ORIGINAL 
MATERIALS 



Sometimes, no matter how hard you look or how complete your 
file of worship materials may be, the poem or prayer you want is 
simply nowhere to be found. Rather than introduce an inappro- 
priate element into the service, you will need to write your own. 

Much personal satisfaction as well as the realization of a grow- 
ing fellowship with God await you if you take time to write your 
own prayers, litanies, meditations, or even hymns. 

It will be important that you set yourself high standards. To 
fall into ruts of sentimentalism and doggerel is all too easy. Trite 
expressions may find their way into your prayers; poems or 
hymns may suffer from oversimplification of rhythm; meditations 
may lack interest or the power to provoke thought. Be careful to 
keep the prayers you write from sounding abrupt, incomplete, 
or disjointed. In preparing original hymns you -will want to 
guard against being repetitious or using too much parallelism. 

You can avoid these difficulties if you base your writing on 
high and vital thoughts. If it seems comfortable to you, use the 
language constructions that are unique to prayer. You may want 
to use the term "you" in addressing God. If you find this difficult, 
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however, and prefer to use traditional language, be sure to use 
"thou" as the subject of the verb, "thee" as the object, and "thy" 
or "thine" as the possessive forms, thus: 

"Lord, thou hast been our dwelling in all generations." 
"Unto thee do we bring our offerings." 
"Thy will be done." 
"Thine is the kingdom." 

Verbs in this traditional language are in the archaic form of 
either the present or past perfect tense; 

"Our Father, who art in heaven." 

"O thou, who hast given us more than we ask or think." 

If this language seems difficult and strange at first, some pri- 
vate or group reading of hymns and prayers will soon help you 
to feel at home with it The ability to use the language of prayer 
is important also when you lead worship or when you are called 
upon to offer prayer extemporaneously. You will find it rewarding 
to become familiar with this form of expression. 

Here are some suggestions to help you as you work to develop 
original worship materials. 

WRITING A PRAYER 

It may seem too obvious to mention, but prayer should be 
directed toward God. Too often prayers become mere expressions 
of opinion, or attempts at teaching the praying group what God 
is like. It is never appropriate to use a prayer as a kind of catalog 
of announcements aimed at telling God everything that an indi- 
vidual or group is doing. 

Some of the elements that may be^ appropriately included in 
prayer are: 

Adoration and Praise. These are expressions of love for God 



PREPARING ORIGINAL MATERIALS 53 

that sometimes include affirmations of faith in God, or recogni- 
tion of his various attributes. 
"Great art thou and greatly to be praised." 
"We worship thee, we adore thee, we praise thee." 
"Hallowed be thy name." 

Penitence or Confession (also called Contrition). Such a prayer 
asks God's forgiveness. 
"Have mercy upon me, O God, . . . 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin!" (Ps. 51:1-2) 
"And forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our debtors" (Matt 6:12). 

Thanksgiving. This portion of a prayer expresses gratitude for 
God's blessings. 
"Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him, bless his namel" (Ps. 100:4) 
"Praise God from whom all blessings flow!" 

Petition. A prayer or portion of a prayer may ask God for 
guidance and help. 

"Give us this day our daily bread. . , . And lead us not into 
temptation" (Matt. 6:11, 13a). 
"Teach us where'er we live, to act as in thy sight, 
and do what thou wouldst have us do, with radiant delight" 

Intercession. A prayer may ask God to bless some other person 
or persons. 

*We remember before thee, O God, all sorts and conditions 
of men." 
"We pray, O Lord, for thy servant [name], who now . . ." 

No prayer needs to include all these elements, but if you use 
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several of them your prayers will be better rounded out and will 
give evidence of more thought. 

It will be well to begin your prayers with some form of direct 
address such as "Our Father, who art in heaven" and to end with 
a doxology (a verse of praise), or a petition such as "We ask it 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord." It is also customary to end a 
prayer or a hymn with the word "Amen," which is actually a 
term of exclamation meaning "So be it!" 

WRITING A LITANY 

A litany may be described as a responsive prayer in which the 
leader reads a sentence prayer and the group responds with an 
appropriate phrase such as "We beseech thee to hear us, good 
Lord," or "We praise thee, our Father." 

Since a litany is actually a form of prayer it may include one or 
more of the elements of prayer described above. Other responses 
might be: "We thank thee, God" (in a litany of thanksgiving); 
"We worship thee, we praise thee, we magnify thy holy name" 
(in litanies of praise); "Forgive us, Lord," or "Lord, have mercy 
upon us" (in litanies of confession). 

Usually in a litany the same responsive phrase is repeated four 
or five times. Sometimes when the mood of the litany changes 
another response is used once or twice, though this is not always 
true. Frequently, a final summary prayer to be read in unison 
concludes a litany. 

The following is an example of a litany for young people. 

A Litany of Confession 

O God, as young people we confess that we have often blurred 
the atmosphere with our noisy lives, and have not heard thy call. 
And often when thy voice has reached us clearly, we have re- 
fused to heed thy bidding. 

Forgive us, we pray. 
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We confess that we have put our trust, not in thee, but in our- 
selves. Our weakness and pride have hindered thy will. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

We are part of the sin of our age. We hate, we war, we kill. We 
have not been messengers of peace. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Most holy and merciful Father, we are humbled by thy glory, 
and by the wrongs that we have done. 

Forgive us, we pray. Amen. 

A litany is perhaps the easiest kind of prayer for a group to 
write together. The ideas of the entire group may first be listed, 
then a section may be written about each idea, or perhaps a com- 
bination of one or two ideas. Then an appropriate response may 
be chosen. A summary section to be read in unison at the end 
may be added. The experience of writing a litany can be very 
meaningful for a group of young people. 

WRITING A MEDITATION 

To be effective a meditation needs to be thought-provoking, 
challenging, or inspiring. Materials need to be chosen with care, 
for not every group of comments, nor every story that we may 
come upon, is suitable for use as a meditation in a worship 
service. 

Young people often find that they can best write a meditation 
for worship based on materials that they have seen in books, 
magazines, or newspapers. Following are suggestions of types of 
material that may prove helpful in such writing: 

A poem used with comments by the worship leader or fol- 
lowed by silent prayer brought to a close with a brief spoken 
prayer 

A brief story of the life of some great Christian, either of the 
present day or some outstanding leader of the past 
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An interpretation of a picture. (See the chapter, "Art and 
Audio-Visuals in Worship," for suggestions on doing a picture 
study.) 

An interpretation of a hymn. (See pages 126, 152, and 178 for 
suggested hymn interpretations.) 

;B> Some item from the current news with comments as to its 
meaning for Christian living 

3 A short inspiring story or paragraph from a book or a maga- 
zine or from personal experience, with comments by the worship 
leader 

A meditation interpreting a Bible passage and discussing its 
message for your group would also be interesting to write. In 
this case you might want to make use of a Bible dictionary and 
Bible commentary to give the background of the passage you 
have chosen. 

If someone in the group is unusually good at expressing his 
religious feelings in words, he could write some meditation mate- 
rial himself. This provides excellent experience for the one who 
writes as well as for the group who hears. You will want to be 
sure that such writing is done carefully and is inspiring to the 
group rather than consisting of merely personal opinion, argu- 
ment, or testimony with no message for the hearers. Personal 
opinion or testimony is better left for use in personal meditation, 
small cell or prayer group discussions. 

WHITING A HYMN 

Although hymns are the most difficult form of devotional 
material to write, young people often do this effectively. Indeed, 
each year the Hymn Society of America cooperates with the 
United Christian Youth Movement to sponsor a contest for new 
hymns on the Youth Week theme. This contest is open to per- 
sons under thirty years of age. 
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One of the winning hymns written by a young person is the 
hymn printed below, entitled "O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Hear" by James Boeringer, and was used in a Youth Week Serv- 
ice on the theme "Lord, I Believe." It may be sung either to the 
hymn tune EUers ("Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We 
Raise") or Toulon ("God of the Prophets"). 

O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear; 
Thou who dost know our doubting and our grief, 
Grant the petition of each heart sincere: 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

Should faith in Christ's redemption fall away; 
And fear devour, and doubt come like a thief 
To steal our peace and joy, help each to pray: 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

Our Father, from pride's bondage set us free, 
Since any man of sinners might be chief; 
Humble our souls that each may cry to thee: 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

Dear Son of God, who in Gethsemane 
Didst bear our burdens, finding no relief; 
Destroy temptation's power and hear each plea: 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

O Holy Spirit, grace bestow that we 
May grow in faith, though years of life be brief; 
Till faith shall lead to sight, our prayer shall be: 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

If someone in your group likes to write poetry, and it comes 
to Trim easily, encourage hfm to work on writing a hymn. Or, the 
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entire group might try writing a hymn. If rhyme is too difficult, 
try using meaningful blank verse that fits a standard hymn meter. 

A good way to begin might be to try writing an additional 
verse to some familiar hymn such as "I Love Thy Kingdom, 
Lord," or "The Church's One Foundation." With a hymn that 
has a phrase that repeats, such as "When Morning Gilds the 
Skies,** it is especially easy to add verses. 

For groups or individuals who might like to try their hand at 
writing a hymn or hymn stanza but have no idea where to begin, 
here are some suggestions: 

s Choose a theme or phrase that appeals to the group and is 

well-worded. 

ss> Make a list of ideas that might be included in your hymn. 

Add appropriate rhyming words if they occur to you. 

s Adopt a hymn tune that is amiliar and has an obvious meter. 

s Then write as much of your hymn as you can, forgetting 

about rhyme or meter or leave out lines entirely in places where 

they do not come to you easily. 

s Go back then to those lines that need to be worked on and 

supply them, perhaps rephrasing others where necessary. 

s Sing the hymn over several times aloud to polish off any 

rough edges. 

Experienced hymn writers and poets can often work on one 
line at a time getting the proper meter and rhyme. Beginners, 
however, are better off working one step at a time. 

Your entire group will find great joy in using worship materials 
that have been written by individual members or cooperatively 
by a committee, or by the group as a whole. 



CHAPTER 10 / BUILDING A WORSHIP FILE 



Besides drawing from your hymnal, the Bible, and the books 
in your pastor's library for materials to enrich your worship 
services, why not consider building your own collection of 
worship materials? 

This is not as difficult as it may sound, and is well worth the 
effort. How many times have you thought, "This isn't quite what 
I want," when looking for just the right prayer or litany; or "I 
just wish I could find that call to worship that Bob used last 
summer at camp**? Appropriate selection is difficult without 
appropriate collection. 

Perhaps there are some persons in your group who already 
have a collection of poems, prayers, calls to worship, and short 
readings in a scrapbook or file of their own. They may be willing 
to donate copies of some of their favorites to start a group file 
that could be kept permanently in your classroom or fellowship 
meeting room or in the church library. There are two steps in 
building a collection of worship materials: (1) finding, and (2) 
filing. 
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WHERE TO LOOK FOR WORSHIP RESOURCES 

If the members of your group or class will take time to look 
for appropriate materials they will discover them in many places. 

Bible references and other printed resources that you are 
already using, and any original poems or litanies or hymns or 
prayers written by members of your group should certainly be the 
first entries in your worship file. 

Next, it will be helpful to make a collection of mimeographed 
and printed church bulletins. In addition to those of your own 
church you could arrange to obtain bulletins from other churches 
in your town and from youth rallies and conferences. Some of 
your members will be willing to save worship folders from 
churches they attend on vacation, or to ask friends and relatives 
who live in other localities to send samples of their church bulle- 
tins. If a number of your group do this the collection will grow 
quickly. Often these bulletins contain good prayers and responses 
and are a source of ideas that will give variety to your own 
group worship. 

Whenever you clip or copy a poem or prayer or meditation, be 
sure to make a note of where you found it, and the author's 
name. If you are able to find out where and when it was first 
printed, it is important to note that information also. The reason 
is that if you ever have occasion to include that quotation in 
materials that are to be published in a book or magazine which 
will be copyrighted, you will need to get permission to quote it 
from the original source. You may never need this information, 
but to record it is a good habit to form. It will be important to 
have the date on which it was originally published, because copy- 
right protection runs out after fifty-six years from that date, after 
which the material may be used without getting permission. 

Since many hymnals and books of worship still carry calls to 
worship, responses, responsive readings, and benedictions quoted 
in the words of the King James Version of the Bible, some mem- 
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bers of your group might like to undertake a special project of 
bringing these passages up to date for your worship file. After 
locating each passage (with the help of a concordance if you do 
not know the exact location of the reference in the Bible), copy 
it in the words of the Revised Standard Version. Then put the 
letters TRSV* underneath so that anyone looking up a card will 
know that this is the new reading. 

HOW TO FILE YOUR WORSHIP RESOURCES 
There is no single best way to keep your worship resources. 
The important thing is to file them in such a way as to make it 
easy to locate what you want when you need to use it. 

It is likely that you will want to have folders or dividers for 
each of the following types of material: 

Calls to Worship 

Special Hymns 

Prayers (perhaps you will want such subdivisions here as 
"Unison Prayers,** TPrayers of Confession") 

Responsive Readings and Litanies 

Offertory Sentences and Prayers 

Poems (possibly subdivided according to subject matter, or the 
seasons of the church year) 

Meditations (using subdivisions similar to those for TPoems") 

Benedictions 

Some people prefer to use a loose-leaf notebook for preserving 
worship resources; others like a card file. Either system makes it 
easy to add materials to any section. 

If you use a card file, the cards should be at least 5 by 7 inches 
in size, since you will want to paste dippings on some of them. 
By making your card file a little larger, at least 6 by 9 inches, 
you will be able to slip in folded church bulletins. 

If you use a loose-leaf notebook, have an additional empty 
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notebook at hand into which you will place the resources you 
use for a particular service. After the service these materials 
should be promptly refiled and replaced by those to be used in 
the next service. 

In filing, place a title of some kind at the top of each card or 
notebook page to facilitate identification of the material. Re- 
filing will be easier if the division title under which you will 
keep the material is placed at the top of each card or notebook 
page. Other information noted on the cards or notebook pages 
might include the dates when the material is used or occasions 
for which it proved to be particularly appropriate. 

A sample card or page might look like this. 



Call to Worship 
Outdoors 
"Praise the Lord" 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

Psalm 113:3 
Used 8/5/60; 9/10/62 



CHAPTER 11 /DRAMA AND WORSHIP 



From very early times drama has been one of the elements of 
worship. In the Jewish temple, the rituals of the various sacrifices 
held the worshipers in awe. Isaiah's conversion experience (Isa. 
6:1-9) was lofty pageantry; in David's time, people danced be- 
fore the ark of the covenant. The Christian faith itself has been 
called a divine drama of redemption. 

For years Protestants relegated dramatic presentations to spe- 
cial occasions, such as Christmas and Easter, but certain forms 
of drama are now being used to enhance the mood of worship. 
Drama should never be employed in a worship service for the 
purpose of entertainment any more than the sermon in a church 
service is meant to be entertainment. 

The dramatic arts should be used in the church only as in- 
tegral parts of a worship service. A congregation should never be 
left with the feeling that they have witnessed a drama with 
worship elements preceding and following it Those who partici- 
pate in such a dramatic effort must take their parts in a spirit of 
prayer and worship. 

Several types of dramatic materials that are easy to perform 
and can be made a part of a worship service without too much 
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advance preparation, may be found in Part Two of tikis book. 
These include: 

A dialogue, "The Lord's Prayer," page 162. The prayer is ex- 
plained phrase by phrase by means of a conversation that inter- 
rupts the prayer after each main phrase. This might well be used 
in place of a meditation. 

A dramatic story, "Everyman's Book," page 131, is a story 
of the career of John Wycliffe, the Bible translator. It would be 
good for dramatic reading or telling. 

A choral reading, "I Will Go," is based on the Goodspeed 
translation of the Bible. (See page 174.) Scripture passages lend 
themselves well to choric reading, and the group participating in 
the reading gains a new understanding of the meaning of the 
passage in addition to sharing the joy of group fellowship. 

A choric prayer, the "Prayer of Francis of Assisi," page 193, 
has something of the quality of the antiphonal psalms and 
prayers of ancient liturgy, and the members of the congregation 
gain a feeling of being participants. 

These materials are entirely within the capabilities of young 
people who have had little or no experience with drama. 

OTHER WAYS OF USING DRAMA IN WORSHIP 

Recordings of Scripture Readings 

Recordings of famous scripture passages as read by certain 
well-known actors, notably Ronald Coleman, Charles Laughton, 
and Basil Rathbone, may be used occasionally to furnish a dra- 
matic note in a worship service. With four-speed record players 
now in common use, such recordings are easy for any church 
group to use. 

Scenes from Plays 

Occasionally the dialogue from a portion of a play may be 
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used as a meditation for a worship service, with two or three 
persons doing the reading. Scenes from plays can be read or 
acted out with little or no costuming or stage setting necessary to 
make an effective worship meditation. 

Suggested scenes from plays are the trial scenes in Saint Joan 
by George Bernard Shaw and Joan of Lorraine by Maxwell 
Anderson. The Firstborn by Christopher Fry contains particularly 
valuable scenes, especially those where Barneses describes the 
inner feelings of a young person. 

A youth fellowship meeting on the Christian's vocation might 
conclude with worship using the passage from The Zeal of Thy 
House by Dorothy Sayers, beginning "What, in my work? The sin 
was in my work?** This is followed by a very dramatic passage on 
the relation of the artist-builder to the Master-Builder. 

Passages from two other plays, Auden's For the Time Being, 
especially Simeon's meditation and Herod's speech, and D. H. 
Lawrence's David will also prove to be excellent worship mate- 
rial. 

V One-act Plays 

A one-act play well-rehearsed and costumed may be made an 
entire worship service for an evening. A play such as The Ter- 
rible Meek by Charles Rann Kennedy calls for only three char- 
acters and can be performed before an altar in a church chancel 
with very simple costuming and uncomplicated lighting. Lake 
any other play, however, it must be carefully planned and re- 
hearsed or it will interfere with worship instead of becoming a 
part of it Other useful one-act plays of appropriate interest are 
Master John and Rufus Jones and the Gestapo by Rosalie Regen; 
and Known But to God. Short descriptions of these and other 
plays are included in two recent pamphlets, Best Plays for the 
Church by Mildred Hahn Enterline, and Plays for the Church, 
National Council of Churches. 
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Longer Plays 

Whole dramas may be performed in a worship setting and be- 
come worship experiences in themselves, though the extent of 
the skill demanded of the performers grows with the complexity 
of the material attempted. The plays must also be well chosen 
and well directed. In looking for a play for so ambitious a proj- 
ect remember that merely because a play has a religious subject 
it does not follow that it will be appropriate in a worship setting. 
The play must be one that has the power to give an audience a 
true sense of communion with God. Examples of powerful, suit- 
able plays are Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller; Diary of 
Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett; Family 
Portrait by Lenore Coffee and William Cowen; and Murder in 
the Cathedral by T. S. Eliot 

Pageants 

To dramatize the sweep of religious history in a worship serv- 
ice, or focus the emotions of a group upon a contemporary reli- 
gious or social problem, a pageant is often the best medium to 
use. 

A pageant may utilize many forms of dramatic art such as 
music, choric speech, rhythmic movement, drama, and panto- 
mime. It also requires a relatively large cast, and usually a nar- 
rator who carries the thread of the story throughout. 

A pageant is like a play in that it demands a great deal of 
preparation. If it is to provide a genuine worship experience 
rather than a "performance" it must be well done or not at all. 
Skilled direction and devoted cooperation from the performers 
are therefore "musts.*' The Unlighted Cross by Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson and O Worship the King published by Augsburg Press 
are useful pageant material. These and other pageants are also 
listed in the pamphlet Best Plays for the Church, mentioned 
above. 
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Choric Speech 

A speech choir gets its interpretive effects through the quality 
and timbre of the voices of its members. Usually the group is 
divided into sections, those with high or light voices in one 
group, those with low or heavy voices in another, with a group of 
medium voices canying the bulk of the narration. A leader who 
has some skill and training is required for any group that would 
attempt advanced or complicated choric speech. Simple choric 
speech, however, can be done effectively under the direction of 
a sensitive but untrained leader. The group works with the leader 
to understand the meaning of the material they will read; to per- 
fect the arrangement of the voice parts, deciding where the heavy 
voices should come in; which phrases or sentences may be spoken 
as solos, duets, or trios; which parts the entire choir will speak. 

Many young people today will have had some introduction to 
choric speech at school and a few will certainly be able to guide 
a beginning group that wants to attempt a simple selection or 
two. Excellent material will be found in Choral Readings for 
Worship and Inspiration edited by Helen Brown and Harry 
Hiltman. 

Rhythmic Choir 

A good performance by a rhythmic choir is a very moving ex- 
perience for both choir and congregation. A rhythmic choir 
"creates symbolic rhythmic movements and designs to interpret 
religious ideas and moods,'* says Margaret Palmer Fisk, author 
of the book The Art of the Rhythmic Choir. 

Here again a good director and a finished performance are 
essential for a meaningful worship experience. A director who 
understands the aims of the church and seeks to render a spir- 
itual ministry is essential if a rhythmic choir is to serve a truly 
worshipful purpose as it gives its interpretations in church, 
church school, or youth fellowship worship services. 



CHAPTER 12 /ART AND AUDIO-VISUALS 
IN WORSHIP 



The use of art to lend dignity, atmosphere, and a focus for 
worship is a practice of long standing. Much of the art that hangs 
in museums today was originally created to decorate churches 
and cathedrals, frequently as a part of an elaborate altar. 

After centuries during which art was virtually banned from 
Protestant churches for fear that it would stimulate image wor- 
ship, it is winning its way back into sanctuary and classrooms. 

WAYS OF USING PICTURES 

Some of the effective uses of good pictures in worship are de- 
scribed below. 

Focus of Attention 

Protestant youth groups, in particular, have found that a dig- 
nified and artistic center of attention helps them achieve a wor- 
shipful atmosphere. It is good, though, to use a variety of pic- 
tures in worship settings so that the young people recognize that 
a picture is an artist's concept of an event rather than a true 
"photograph/* 
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Text -for Meditation 

Art may also be used as a "text" or "parable" on which a 
worship meditation is based. This requires a careful study of a 
picture, just as a meditation based upon a biblical passage re- 
quires a careful study of the Bible. 

A picture that is to be used as the basis for a meditation must 
be large enough and dear enough to enable everyone in the room 
to see it during the service. It should be well lighted, possibly 
with a gooseneck lamp or spotlight arranged so that it will 
not throw a glare into the eyes of the worshipers or onto the 
surface of the picture. 

If the picture or pictures you want to use are not available in 
your church or public library or from some other source in your 
community., or if you cannot purchase a print large enough to 
enable the entire group to see it from any point in the room, 
consider the possibility of obtaining a slide of your picture, which 
can then be projected upon a screen placed behind your worship 
center or altar. 

When, as sometimes happens, neither a large print nor a slide 
of a desired picture is available, do not overlook the possibility 
of obtaining a postcard reproduction, or a reproduction from a 
magazine. Some church bulletin covers contain reproductions of 
pictures that are worthy of use as the subject of a meditation in 
a worship service. These may then be shown by means of an 
opaque projector. Occasionally postcard reproductions of famous 
paintings are available at a sufficiently small cost so that each 
person may be given a copy to take home. 

A number of meditations on well-known religious paintings 
put into a framework of worship are presented in the resource 
section on pages 114 to 126. Two others are included in this chap- 
ter as illustrations of ways in which art may be employed in a 
worship service. 

Burnand's picture Teter and John" lends itself to study by 
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means of probing questions that will help the worshiper to dis- 
cover for himself the meaning of the picture. The leader will 
work out these questions carefully in advance so that when the 
group answers them, the feeling of worship will be enhanced 
rather than destroyed. The service given here uses questions of 
this type in the meditation. 

WE WOULD SEE JESUS 

WORSHIP SETTING: The picture 'Teter and John" by Eugene Bur- 
nand 

HYMN (choose one): Sing with All the Sons of Glory Thine Is 
the Glory 

SOEOPTURE: John 20:1-10 

MEDITATION: We Would See Jesus 

(This is to be a guided conversation while the group studies 
the picture. Study the picture yourself well in advance and pre- 
pare questions that will be thought-provoking. Those given below 
are merely suggestions. Use your own words. Do not be afraid 
of silences. The group will need time to study the picture and to 
think about it. The answers in parentheses are to help you when 
the group has difficulty and you need to rephrase a question or 
give suggestions.) 

Let us look carefully at this picture of John (point to the 
younger man) and Peter (point to the older one). 

(Pause to permit the group to study the picture.) 

What is happening? (These men are running.) 

How can you tell? (They are leaning forward, hair and gar- 
ments streaming.) 

What do you see in their eyes? (Disbelief, wonder, anticipa- 
tion.) 

Look at the hands. Why might Peter have his hand at his 
heart? (An indication of labored breathing.) 
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Look at Peter's left hand. What is the meaning of his gesture? 
(Does it seem almost to be pointing the way in an attempt to 
outdistance John?) 

What about John's hands? (They are clasped.) Why? (They 
express an attitude of prayerful hope and devotion.) 

The colors of the picture are important. Can you tell what time 
of day it is? (Early morning.) Is the day clear or stormy? Is there 
symbolism in this? 

Have you decided what is happening in the picture? Why are 
Peter and John in such a hurry? Where are they going? (They 
are running to the empty tomb to confirm what they have heard, 
that Jesus has risen from the dead. ) 

Can you recall any clue that might help you to know what 
Peter could be thinking about? (Peter had denied his Lord.) 
Might he be wondering what Christ will say to him? 

Many people attend church on Easter Sunday. Is their feeling 
anything like that of Peter and John? Is the urgency gone out of 
the good news that Christ is risen? (Keep pressing for both a 
No and a Yes answer.) 

Do you think that our own hearts should beat faster in antici- 
pation of the joy of Easter, and our eyes reflect our devotion and 
our hope? There is an urgency about our faith that should cap- 
ture us as completely as Peter and John are held by it in this 
picture. 

PRAYER 

O God, may the power for Christian living, released in the 
world by the glorious resurrection of our Lord, be felt in the 
lives of all thy children. Not only at the Easter season, but every 
day, cause our hearts to be bright with the undirnmed light that 
shines through the centuries from the open tomb, out of which 
the Master came forth in newness of Me. Let no redeemed child 
of God live in darkness, or gloom, or sin, but may all who are 
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called by thy name keep themselves in the glorious light of thy 
love; for Jesus* sake. Amen. 

Stuart G. Oglesby in Prayers for All Occasions 

HYMN (choose one): Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain The 
Day of Resurrection 

Another way to use a picture as a basis for a meditation is to 
ask the worship leader to prepare a meditation based on his own 
impressions of it after he has made a personal study. The medi- 
tation on "Christ Driving the Traders from the Temple" by El 
Greco given in the service below, is a sample of such a study. 
The theme of the service might be, "Is This Our Church?" 

Before using the meditation given here, check the picture you 
are using to see whether any adaptations are necessary to fit 
your copy. El Greco painted a number of versions of this sub- 
ject and the details differ slightly in each one. 

WORSHIP SETTING: A color print of the picture "Christ Driving 
the Traders from the Temple" by El Greco, or a slide or post- 
card reproduction projected on a screen. Postcard reproduc- 
tions in color are available from the National Gallery, London, 
and may be obtained from denominational bookstores. Con- 
sider getting enough copies so that each person may have one. 

HYMN (choose one): Christian, Dost Thou See Them? God of 
Grace and God of Glory 

SCRIPTURE READING (in unison) 

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and 
the seats of those who sold pigeons; and he would not allow 
anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he taught, 
and said to them, Is it not written, *My house shall be called 
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a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a 
den of robbers." And the chief priests and the scribes heard it 
and sought a way to destroy him; for they feared him, because 
all the multitude was astonished at his teaching (Mark 11:15-18). 

MEDITATION 

(This is to be a guided conversation while the group studies 
the picture. Study the picture weU in advance and prepare ques- 
tions that will be thought-provoking. Those given below are 
merely suggestions. Use your own words. Do not be afraid of 
silences. The group will need time to study the picture and think 
about it. The answers given in parentheses are not to be read to 
the group. They help you when the group cannot answer a 
question and you need to rephrase it or give suggestions.) 

What is the story behind this picture? Let us read again in 
unison the scripture reading for today, Mark 11:15-18, looking 
for the various items mentioned. (Note especially the table of 
the money-changer and the woman carrying a basket, probably 
containing pigeons.) 

The people on the left appear to be some of those who were 
driven from the temple. Who might those on the right be? 
(Priests, scribes, pharisees.) What do you think they are saying? 

Now let us look for a moment at the colors in this picture. 
Which ones predominate? Why? Notice also the prevailing line 
or flow of action. El Greco was known for painting pictures with 
a vertical motion, but this one is quite different What motion do 
you see here? (A swirl. Note Jesus* robes and those of other fig- 
ures. Note the direction in which the whip is about to swing.) 

Notice the pictures that appear on either side of the entry- 
way as part of the temple decor. Can you discover what Bible 
incidents they portray? (Perhaps they show Adam and Eve 
being driven from Eden, or Cain murdering Abel. The group 
may have other suggestions.) What do the pictures symbolize? 
(They emphasize the sinfulness of man.) 
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Look at the temple itself and the view outside the entryway. 
The style of the building is not that of Jesus' day, but more like 
a building of the sixteenth century, El Greco's own time. If this 
picture had been painted in our century, probably the artist 
would have used a church of ultramodern style. Do we some- 
times do as the people in this picture are doing and use our 
church for purposes that do not accord with the purposes of 
Christ? Can you think of examples? Is Christ saying to us today: 
"My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations"? 

PRAYER 

O Thou, who didst send thy son to give us an example in all 
things, we thank thee that his face was steadfastly set against 
evil. Grant unto us vision to discern clearly between the high 
and the low, and courage to cast unholiness out from the sacred 
courts of our own hearts, meant to be temples fit for thine own 
indwelling. Help us that we may begin this memorial of our 
Lord's life and death with evil driven forth, and our hearts made 
ready for the fuller entrance of thy Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Boynton Merrill in A Book of Worship for Free Churches 

HYMN (choose one): I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord Lord, I Want 
to Be a Christian 

Helpful material for other picture interpretations may be 
found in a number of books. Perhaps the most comprehensive of 
those available is The Gospel in' Art by Albert Edward Bailey. 

Still another fruitful way of using pictures in worship is 
through comparison. Since many different artists have painted 
interpretations of Christ, you will find it interesting and reveal- 
ing to make a comparison of a modern picture such as "Christ 
Mocked by Soldiers," by Georges Rouault, and "The Head of 
Christ" or "The Great Commission," by Jacques Barosin, with 
some of the older interpretations by artists of earlier centuries. 
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WAYS OF USING AUDIO-VISUALS IN WORSHIP 
In his book The Use of Audio-Visuals in the Church, Oscar 
Rumpf says that slides and filmstrips used in worship can en- 
hance it by focusing attention, creating an atmosphere, clearing 
the mind, stirring the emotions, and lifting the spirit. He is care- 
ful to point out, however, that extreme care must be used in 
planning and conducting any service of worship where audio- 
visuals are used. Mechanics such as lighting, timing, and observ- 
ing cues must be well rehearsed ahead of the service lest failure 
in any detail should stand in the way of the ascent of the spirit. 

* Projected Slides 

A single projected slide of a work of art, as we have said 
above, will often prove more satisfactory than a printed repro- 
duction, especially when it is difficult to come by a print of the 
proper size, for a projected image can be made as large as neces- 
sary through regulating the distance of the projector from the 
screen. 

In addition, a slide is usually less expensive than a large print. 
If the slide is mounted under glass, and the projector is air- 
cooled it is possible to hold a slide on a screen throughout an 
entire worship service. 

A series of slides illustrating a religious or biblical theme is 
often used as the basis for a worship service. Although it is pos- 
sible to overdo the use of sunset scenes as a backdrop for wor- 
ship, beautiful outdoor scenes that beckon the spirit to a few 
moments of quiet praise and- adoration for the wonders of God's 
creation are entirely appropriate for occasional use in a service 
of worship. 

Virgil Foster, editor of the International Journal of Religious 
Education^ has put together a series of nature scenes that illustrate 
the lines of the hymn "God, Who Touchest Earth with Beauty* 
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Following is a description of the slides used by Dr. Foster, to- 
gether with the hymn lines that they illustrate: 

Hymn Lines Slides Used 

1. God, who touchest earth with beauty, (Sunset over a lake) 
Make my heart anew; 

With thy Spirit recreate me, (Four young people on dunes 

Pure and strong and true. overlooking water) 

2. Like thy springs and running waters (Stream rushing over rapids) 
Make me crystal pure; 

Like thy rocks of towering grandeur (The rock known as "Devil's 
Make me strong and sure. Tower" in Wyoming) 

3. Like thy dancing waves in sunlight (Sunshine on a lake seen 
Make me glad and free; through clump of birches) 
Like the straightness of the pine trees (Stand of tall pine trees) 
Let me upright be. 

4. Like the arching of the heavens (Clouded sky over wood is- 
Lift my thoughts above; land seen in the distance) 
Turn my dreams to noble actions (View of Mt. Rushmore, 
Ministries of love. South Dakota) 

5. God, who touchest earth with beauty, (Trees with autumn colorings 
Make my heart anew; along a highway) 
Keep me ever, by thy Spirit, (A young man standing on a 
Pure and strong and true. Amen. slab of rock near the 

mouth of a spring) 

Someone in your group or in the church may have a collection 
of pictures or slides that could be arranged to illustrate a hymn 
in a similar way. 

Many slide sets or filmstrips have been prepared for various 



ART AND AUDIO-VISUALS IX WOBSH3P 77 

denominational church school curriculums that lend themselves 
to devotional uses in worship services. A group of slides or a 
filmstrip based on a biblical passage can be used on occasion as 
an illustrated scripture reading. 

Motion Pictures 

A portion of a movie or a television kinescope (known as a 
"filmclip") will sometimes serve as an excellent meditation. A 
filmclip should be attempted only after careful rehearsal with 
the projectionist and the person controlling the lights, to main- 
tain a worshipful atmosphere during the showing. 

A short motion picture (one that takes from 15 to 45 minutes) 
may sometimes serve as the meditation for a worship service, 
though it will be desirable to precede the showing of the film 
with a preliminary statement setting the picture within the 
framework of worship. The life and teachings of Jesus or the 
career of one of the prophets would be particularly appropriate 
as the subject matter of a film to be used in this way, but if the 
worship service is carefully planned around it almost any re- 
ligious film may be used. The Audio-Visual Resource Guide, 
which should be in your church library, contains descriptions of 
appropriate religious films and filmstrips. 

Further Suggestions 

When using audio-visuals in a worship service, it is very help- 
ful to have the lights controlled by a rheostat so that they may 
be dimmed or raised gradually with no abrupt changes necessary. 
When this is not possible, it may be desirable to leave only the 
rear lights or the side lights on during the service, subduing the 
room lights when the worshipers have entered, and letting them 
remain fHm until after the service has concluded or the wor- 
shipers have left the room. 

A stark white screen standing at the front of the room, even 
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when it is placed behind an altar, is a distracting influence in a 
worship service. It is well to have a slide already projected and 
showing on the screen when the worshipers enter the room, or at 
least from the beginning of the service. 

The use of either a flat picture or a projected audio-visual is 
helpful in creating a climate of worship, but a leader must exer- 
cise care to see that the picture does not come between the 
worshiper and God. 



CHAPTER 13 / WORSHIP IN THE 
OUT-OF-DOORS 



Young people welcome opportunities to worship God in the 
out-of-doors in temples not made with hands. Although summer- 
time affords the best opportunity for outdoor worship services 
in northern climates at least spring and fall also present occa- 
sional chances for holding effective worship services in an out- 
door setting. An Easter dawn service or a harvest home service 
are possibilities to consider. Now and then a short service may 
even be held out-of-doors in the winter, perhaps in connection 
with a snow hike or an ice-skating party. Other occasions for 
worship in the open include a church school picnic, or a class 
or youth fellowship picnic, summer camp, or a youth conference 
or retreat, a joint service of young people from several churches, 
or even an impromptu service of your own group on a particu- 
larly beautiful Sunday when no one is content to stay indoors. 

While any time of day is appropriate for worship, outdoor 
services are most often held either in the early morning, or late 
afternoon or evening often at sunset. A service around a camp- 
fire may be held after dark. Sometimes a morning service is con- 
ducted as a period of personal meditation, when it may be 
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spoken of as "morning watch," or "matins." Late afternoon or 
early evening services are often called "vespers." 

An outdoor service can be truly inspirational when it is care- 
fully planned and well led. Without good leadership, however, 
it can serve as an invitation to horseplay and foolishness. 

When planning a worship service for the out-of-doors, leaders 
must guard against adopting pagan worship forms that lead to 
meditating on the sunset rather than on the God revealed in the 
sunset. It is not nature that Christians worship, but nature's God. 

Here are some points for a group planning for outdoor wor- 
ship to check carefully. 

CHOOSE A SUITABLE PLACE 

Look for a spot near enough to be easily reached. It should be 
far enough away from traffic, however, to avoid distractions. If 
you are to worship at a lake or river site where there are motor- 
boats, consider posting a sign in letters large enough to be read 
from the water "Quiet Please! Worship in Progress," or ask for 
volunteers who will act as lookouts to request of passing boat- 
men as little disturbance as possible. 

The worship area may be a beauty spot near a stream or a 
lake or in the woods. If your group is larger than twenty or thirty 
persons, the use of a hillside or natural amphitheater will enable 
everyone to see and hear the speaker. 

A wise precaution will be to check the area you plan to use a 
day or two before the meeting at the same hour that you will be 
gathering when your meeting convenes, to make sure there will 
be no glare from the sun or other physical hindrance to mar your 
service. 

Consider seating arrangements, especially if the ground is 
likely to be damp. Sometimes all that is necessary is to ask people 
to bring old blankets to sit on. If benches or chairs are provided 
for only part of the group, arrange these at the rear so that they 
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do not obstruct the view of anyone sitting on the ground. Seating 
the group as compactly as possible will make it easier for them 
to hear, for speaking voices do not always carry well in the 
out-of-doors. 

If the property does not belong to the church, be sure to ask 
permission ahead of time to use it for worship purposes. This is 
important even in public parks, where there may be regulations 
as to the use of the grounds, such as prohibiting the use of a 
loudspeaker system or the erection of a cross or other symbol. If 
there are no objections, the use of a rustic cross or altar may 
help to focus your worship. 

SUGGEST APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 

Announce in advance that informal clothes are in order, unless 
there are to be seats for all. Otherwise some girls are likely to 
come in their daintiest Sunday dresses and boys in their best 
suits. Qualify your word "informal/* however, if the group feels 
that swim suits and shorts are objectionable at a worship service. 

PLAN THE MUSIC 

A musical instrument that is portable enough to use out-of- 
doors, such as a trumpet, a French horn, a xylophone, or an 
accordion, can add greatly to a service. Some churches own small 
portable puinp or electronic organs for outdoor use. If electricity 
is available at your worship site, a record player with the volume 
turned up could provide a prelude or other music. 

Only familiar hymn tunes should be planned for outdoor wor- 
ship where there will be no instrument available for "pitching" 
the tune. If you have someone who can pitch the tunes for hymns, 
you are fortunate; otherwise, consider the use of a pitch pipe for 
getting the first note. 

Avoid choosing long, slow hymns or if such a hymn must be 
used, sing only one or two stanzas since groups tend to drag or 
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slow down without the support of instrumental accompaniment. 
If for some reason an unfamiliar hymn must be used, let a 
choir composed of several members of the group who have 
rehearsed it beforehand lead the group. A choir to lead hymns 
and possibly sing an anthem, will be a great addition at a large 
service. Lacking a choir, consider having a song leader. Good 
singing is especially important in an outdoor service. 

CHECK THE ACOUSTICS 

We have already mentioned the difficulty of hearing speakers 
in the out-of-doors. When choosing leaders and speakers for 
outdoor services it is important to get someone who can speak 
with power and knows how to project his voice. If electricity is 
available, and if the group is large, consider the use of a public 
address system. 



CHAPTER 14 /HELPFUL BOOKS 



WORSHIP 

The Church School and Worship by Irwin Paulsen. Abingdon, 

1940. 
How to Plan Informal Worship by Winnifred Wygal. Association 

Press, 1955. 

Prayer and Worship by Douglas Steere. Association Press, 1938. 
When We Worship by Robert T. Fauth. Christian Education 

Press, 1961. 

THE BIBLE 

Translations 

The King James Version of the Bible is not adequate by itself 
for planning worship that is vital. The following will be valuable 
for comparison of interpretations: 
The Bible, An American Translation by Edgar J. Goodspeed. Uni- 

versity of Chicago Press. Revised Edition, 1952. 
The Bible: A New Translation by James Moffatt. Harper. Re- 

vised Edition, 1935. 
The Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. Thomas Nelson 

and Sons, 1946 and 1952. 
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The New Testament in Modern English by J. B. Phillips. Mac- 

millan, 1958. 
The New English Bible: New Testament. Oxford University 

Press and Cambridge University Press, 1961. 

Tools for Interpretation 

The Abingdon Bible Commentary by Frederick Carl Eiselen and 

others. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1929. 
Harpers Bible Dictionary by Madeleine S. and J. Lane Miller. 

Harper. Fourth Edition, 1956. 

The Interpreters Bible. Twelve volumes. Abingdon, 1951-57. 
Nelson's Complete Concordance of the Revised Standard Version 

of the Holy Bible. Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1957. 
The Westminster Dictionary of the Bible by John D. Davis and 

Henry S. Gehman. Westminster. Revised Edition, 1944. 

THE CHURCH YEAR 

Christian Symbolism in the Evangelical Churches by Thomas A. 
Stafford. Abingdon, 1959. 

The Christian Year by Edward T. Horn, III. Muhlenberg, 1957. 

The Evolution of the Christian Jear by A. Allan McArthur. Sea- 
bury, 1953. 

Great Protestant Festivals by Clarence Seidenspinner. Henry 
Schuman, 1952. 

How a Small Church Can Have Good Christian Education by 
Virgil E. Foster. Harper, 1956. Contains an excellent chapter 
on the use of the church year in a youth program. 

Our Christian Symbols by Friedrich Rest. Christian Education 
Press, 1954. 

The Story of the Christian Year by George M. Gibson. Abingdon, 
1945. 
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MUSIC 

Hymns 

The Gospel in Hymns by Albert E. Bailey. Scribner's, 1950. 

Hymns and the Faith by Eric Roudey. Seabury, 1957. 

Lyric Religion by H. Augustine Smith. Fleming H. Revell, 1931. 

Music in Christian Education by Edith Lovell Thomas. Abing- 
don, 1953. 

The Story of Our Hymns by Annin Haeussler. Eden Publishing 
House, 1952. 

The Use of Music in Christian Education by V. S. Morsdb. West- 
minster, 1956. 

Youth Hymnals 

At Worship, a Hymnal for Young Churchmen. Harper, 1951. 

The Hymnal for Youth. Westminster, 1941. 

Sing to the Lord. Christian Education Press, 1959. 

Hymnals with Special Uses 

The Beacon Song and Service Book, Beacon, 1935. For children 

and young people. Includes unusual hymns not found in other 

books. 
Cantate Domino. World's Student Christian Federation Hymnal, 

1951. Words in French, German, English; occasionally in other 

languages. 

ART AND AUDIO-VISUALS 

The Arts of the Church by Richard Ritter. Pilgrim, 1947. 

Audio-Visual Resource Guide for Use in Religious Education. 
Office of Publication, National Council of Churches, 1960. Pub- 
lished biennially. 

The Gospel in Art by Albert E. Bailey. Pilgrim Press, 1946. 
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International Journal of Religious Education, Vol. 34, No. 3, 
November 1957. This entire issue discusses "How to Use 
Audio-Visuals in Christian Education/* (Available as a re- 
print.) 

, Vol. 35, No. 6, February 1959. This entire issue is de- 
voted to the use of art in Christian education. Contains valu- 
able articles and resource guides for obtaining slides, books, 
and movies in relation to art and religion. (Reprint available.) 

The Use of Audio-Visuals in the Church by Oscar Rumpf . Chris- 
tian Education Press, 1958. 

DRAMA 

One-act Plays 

Rufus Jones and the Gestapo; Master John (John Woolman); 

Bewitched (George Fox); and other short plays by Rosalie 

Regen. Friends Book and Supply House, 101 Quaker Hill 

Drive, Richmond, Ind. 
The Terrible Meek by Charles Rann Kennedy. Samuel French, 

25 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

Longer Plays 

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller. Dramatists Play Service, 

14 East 38th Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 

Dramatists Play Service. 
Family Portrait by Lenore Coffee and William Joyce Cowen. 

Samuel French. 
The Firstborn by Christopher Fry. Dramatists Play Service. Also 

found in Religious Drama 1, edited by Marvin Halvorson. 

Meridian Books, 1957. 

Joan of Lorraine by Maxwell Anderson. Dramatists Play Service. 
Murder in the Cathedral by T. S. Eliot. Samuel French. 
Saint Joan by George Bernard Shaw. Penguin. 
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The Zeal of Thy House by Dorothy Sayers; For the Time Being 
by W. H. Auden; David by D. H. Lawrence, All these plays are 
found in Religious Drama 1, edited by Marvin Halvorson. 
Meridian Books, 1957. 

Lists of Plays 

Best Plays for the Church by Mildred Hahn Enterline. Christian 
Education Press, 1959. 

International Journal of Religious Education, Vol. 37, No. 6, Feb- 
ruary 1961. Special issue on drama. (Reprint available.) 

Plays for the Church prepared by Committee of the Commission 
on Drama. Department of Worship and the Arts. National 
Council of Churches. Order from Office of Publication and 
Distribution. 

Pageants 

Choral Readings from the Bible, edited by Helen Brown and 

Harry Hiltman. Westminster, 1956. 
O Worship the King! Augsburg, 426 S. Fifth Street, Minneapolis 

15, Minn. 
The Unlighted Cross by Dorothy Clarke Wilson. Baker's Plays, 

569 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 



PART TWO 



Resources for Worship 



HOW TO USE PART TWO 



Whereas the chapters in Part One of this book have been de- 
signed to guide church youth groups in discovering the satisfac- 
tions that lie in planning and participating in their own worship 
services, Part Two consists entirely of resources for use in such 
worship services. A few services are completely worked out, 
others partly so, in order to help individuals and groups to ac- 
quire a "feel" for combining appropriate materials that will help 
to develop a theme and provide a genuine worship experience. 

All the materials included in both Part One and Part Two are 
intended merely to spark creativity on the part of young people. 
An infinite number of combinations may be arranged with the 
materials printed here, and these in turn will suggest additional 
possibilities, 

The suggested themes, lists of additional hymns, calls to wor- 
ship, readings, poems, meditations, and prayers included in each 
main section under the heading "Resources for Other Services'* 
are intended as idea starters. 

It is the authors* belief that the very process of selecting and 
sifting these materials, if it is done with sensitivity and under- 
standing, will constitute in itself an act of worship. 
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CALLS TO WORSHIP 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving for life, for health, 
For eyes to see, and ears to hear, 
For folk to love, and friends to know, 
For thoughts to think, 
For Cod to \vorship. 
Enter into his courts with praise. 
For the Lord is good. His truth endureth 
to all generations. 

Clarice M. Baivman 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear. 

Psalm 46: l-2a 

Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; 
fret not yourself over "him -who prospers in hfs way, 
over the man who carries out evil devices! 
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Take delight in the Lord, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

-Psalm 37:7, 4 

Serve the Lord with gladness! 

Come into his presence with singing! 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him, bless his name! 
For the Lord is good; 

his steadfast love endures for ever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 
-Psalm 100:2, 4-5 

They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 
-Isaiah 40:31 

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth keep silence before him. 
-Habakkuk 2:20 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father 
seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth. 

-John 4:23-24 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good tidings. 

Isaiah 52:7a 
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How lovely is thy dwelling place, 

O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, yea, faints 

for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy 

to the living God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in thy house, 

ever singing thy praise! 

-Psalm 84:1-2, 4 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to sing praises to thy name, O Most High; 
to declare thy steadfast love in the morning, 
and thy faithfulness by night. 

-Psalm 92:1-2 

INVOCATIONS 

(Opening prayers, sometimes used following the call to worship 
or the opening hymn of praise) 

Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is thy 
power, and thy wisdom is infinite. Thee would we praise without 
ceasing. Thou callest us to delight in thy praise, for thou hast 
made us for thyself, and our hearts find no rest until we rest in 
thee; to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit, all glory, 
praise, and honor be ascribed, both now and forevennore. Amen. 

Augustine 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: defend 
us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day 
we fall into no sin; neither run into any kind of danger; but that 
all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always 
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that which is righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 7 f ~ 

Book of Common Prayer 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplications unto thee, and dost 
promise that where two or three are gathered together in thy 
name, thou wilt grant their requests; fulfill now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them, granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and 
in the world to come, life everlasting. Amen. -,, 

O Thou, who art the God of our lives, we praise thee. Thou 
holdest our tomorrows within the recesses of thy love. Thou 
gavest us our yesterdays; thou hast also given us today. May we 
use it to dedicate our lives to thee. Amen. 



Our Father, grant that this day we may touch the keys of 
praise that organ music of devotion within our souls may sing 
the songs of the kingdom. May there be the deeper tones of abid- 
ing faith, the lighter notes of gladness and rejoicing, the chords 
of inner harmony, and the delicate whisper of a mystic presence 
that may speak to us of hidden things. Amen. 

* * * 

O God of love, who hast given a new commandment through 
thine only begotten Son, that we should love one another, even 
as thou didst love us; we pray thee, Lord, give to thy servants, 
in all the time of our life on earth, a mind forgetful of past ill- 
will, a pure conscience and sincere thoughts, and a heart to love 
our brethren; for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord and 
only Savior. Amen. ^^ LUuf& ^ Sf 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful God our heavenly Father, we 
humble ourselves before thee, under a deep sense of our un- 
worthiness and guilt. We have grievously sinned against thee, in 
thought, in word, and in deed. We have come short of thy glory, 
we have broken thy commandments, and turned aside every one 
of us from the way of life. Yet now, O most merciful Father, hear 
us when we call upon thee with penitent hearts, and for the sake 
of thy Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us. Pardon our sins; 
take away our guilt; and grant us thy peace. Purify us, by the in- 
spiration of thy Holy Spirit, from all inward uncleanness, and 
make us able and willing to serve thee in newness of life, to the 
glory of thy holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Book of Worship (Evangelical and Reformed Church) 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 
things, Judge of all men, we acknowledge and confess our mani- 
fold sins, which we from time to time have committed, by 
thought, word, and deed, against thy divine majesty. We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon 
us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for the sake of thy 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us all that is past; and grant 
that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. Book of Common Prayer 

Thou, O Lord, hast promised: 

That if we will confess our sins 

Thou art faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 

We come in penitence seeking thy forgiveness; 

That we may know the joy of thy presence; 

And the light o thy face. 
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Thou alone knowest how often we have offended thee; 

And hurt the lives of others. 

Forgive us, O Lord, for every unkind thought; 

Every untrue word; 

Every wrong act. 

Forgive us: 

For we have been selfish; 

And have not thought of the needs of others. 

Forgive us: 

For our ingratitude; 

Our neglect of prayer; 

Our carelessness in the use of money; 

Our forgetfulness of our sacred vows. 

O God, have mercy upon us. 

Create in us clean hearts and renew a right 

spirit within us. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Family Week Materials, 

National Council of Churches 

God, I acknowledge before thee the gross and selfish 
thoughts that I so often allow to enter my mind and to influence 
my deeds. 

1 confess, O God 

that often, by concealing my real motives, I pretend to be 
better than I am; 

that often my affection for my friends is only a refined form 
of caring for myself; 

that often my sparing of my enemy is due to nothing more 
than cowardice; 

that often I do good deeds only that they may be seen of 
men, and shun evil ones only because I fear they may be 
found out. 
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Help me, O God, to consider thy Son, Jesus Christ; how he did 
endure the contradictions of his disciples; forgive me for being 
a contradiction to myself. Amen. 

ASSURANCES OF PARDON 

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, 
and delivers them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, 
and saves the crushed in spirit. 

-Psalm 34:17-18 

Thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

-Psalm 86:15 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning. 

-Lamentations 3:22-23a 

Come now, let us reason together, 

says the Lord: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 

they shall become like wool. 
-Isaiah 1:18 

Jesus said: "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

-Matthew 11:28-30 



100 WORSHIP WITH YOUTH 

CALLS TO PRAYER 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
-Psalm 19:14 

O Lord, open thou my lips, 
and my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

-Psalm 51:15 

Let us lift up our hearts and hands 
to God in heaven. 

Lamentations 3:41 

Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. For every one who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

-Matthew 7:7-8 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Hebrews 4:16 

Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. 

-James 4:8a, 10 

OFFERTORY SENTENCES AND PRAYERS 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let 
us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to your faith; if service, 
in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in 
his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives 
aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

-Romans 12:6-8 
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For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his 

poverty you might become rich, -,,-,.,. 

r J J & _2 Corinthians 8:9 

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

-Acts 20:35b 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits. 
-Psalm 103:1-2 

What shall I render to the Lord 

for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord, 
I will pay my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people. 
-Psalm 116:12-14 

The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein. 

-Psalm 24:1 

He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as 
he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. _ 2 Co^thians 9:6b-7 



Whatever your task, work heartily, as serving the Lord and not 

-Colossians 3:23 
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

-Matthew 5:16 

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back. 

-Luke 6:38 

You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy, 
and to the poor. 

Deuteronomy 15: lib 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of 
the Lord your God which he has given you. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

A part of ourselves, we give, O God; 

A part of ourselves we consecrate here, 
Claim our whole selves, O God, 

Time, talents, all, 
Till our surrendered lives, 

Thy plans fulfill. Amen. 

We may give without loving but we cannot love without giving. 

We could give thee nothing, O thou great Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, if thou hadst not first given it to us. Grant us 
grace so to do with what for the moment is ours, that we may 
please thee with what is eternally thine. Amen. 



GENERAL RESOXJBCES 103 

BENEDICTIONS AND CLOSING SENTENCES 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to 
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 
Jesus, that together we may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 
Amen. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give us peace at all times 
in all ways. The Lord be with us all. Amen. 

May the grace of courage, gaiety, and the quiet mind, with all 
such blessedness as belongs to the children of the Father in 
heaven, be ours tonight; to the praise of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, who ever liveth and reigneth, one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking: 
God be at my end, and my departing. 
Sarum Primer, 1558 
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JOY IN GOD'S CREATION 

For a worship setting no background other than the natural 
scene is necessary in the out-of-doors. Occasionally, at a camp- 
site or church-owned recreation or retreat center, a stone altar 
and/or a rustic cross is already in place. When using such a 
theme as "Joy ^ God's Creation" indoors, mosses, stones, wild 
flowers, or leaves can be arranged on the worship table or altar. 
The pictures "St. Francis and the Birds 9 ' by Giotto or the "Birth 
of Adam" by Michaelangelo would be appropriate, as would a 
map of the solar system. 

In the following service the suggested theme is "The Hand 
of the Lord Has Done This." 

PRELUDE: This Is My Father's World 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein; 
for he has founded it upon the seas, 

and established it upon the rivers (Ps. 24:1-2). 
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HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
SOEUPTUBE BEADING: Job 12:7-10 

MEDITATION: Color in God's Creation 

We who are able to see color clearly in the world around us 
have no idea what it is to live without it. Even those who are 
color-blind to some degree are able to make out some colors, and 
it is rare indeed to find a person who sees only grays and blacks. 
Yet there are people who have been blind from birth who may 
never have perceived color or known the richness that it can add 
to life. Perhaps we can better appreciate color if we listen to a 
description of Helen Keller's ideas about color. This is taken from 
a preface to one of Helen Keller's books, and is written by Nella 
Braddy. 

(Here the leader may wish to ask the group to listen to this 
quotation, first with their eyes closed, and then with their eyes 
open, looking at the color they find about them in nature.) 

It is annoying to a certain type of mind to have Miss Keller 
describe something she obviously cannot know through direct 
sensation. The annoyance is mutual. These sensations, whatever 
expert opinion on them may be, are as real to her as any others. 
Her idea of color, to take only one instance, is built up through 
association and analogy. Pink is Tike a baby's cheek or a soft 
Southern breeze." Gray is Tike a soft shawl around the shoulders.* 
Yellow is Tike the sun. It means life and is rich in promise." 
There are two kinds of brown. One is "warm and friendly like 
leaf mold." The other is Tike the trunks of aged trees with worm 
holes in them, or like withered hands." Lilac, which is her teach- 
er's favorite color, "makes her think of faces she has loved and 
kissed." The warm sun brings out odors that make her think of 
red. Coolness brings out odors that make her think of green, A 
sparkling color brings to mind soap bubbles quivering under her 
hand. Nella Braddy in preface to Midstream by Helen Keller 
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MOMENTS OF SILENT MEDITATION 

FEATHER 

O God, we thank thee for this universe, our great home; for its 
vastness and its riches, for the manifoldness of the life which 
teems upon it and of which we are a part. We praise thee for the 
arching sky and the blessed winds, for the driving clouds and the 
constellations on high. We praise thee for the salt sea and the 
running water, for the everlasting hills, for the trees, and for the 
grass under our feet. We thank thee for our senses by which we 
can see the splendor of the morning, and hear the jubilant songs 
of love, and smell the breath of die springtime. Grant us, we 
pray thee, a heart wide open to all this joy and beauty, and save 
our souls from being so steeped in care or so darkened by pas- 
sion that we pass heedless and unseeing when even the thornbush 
by the wayside is aflame with the glory of God. Amen. 

Walter Rauschenbusch in Prayers of the Social Awakening 

HYMN (choose one): For the Beauty of the Earth God, Who 
Touchest Earth with Beauty 

RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

* Suggested Themes 

And God Created the Heavens Also His Hand These Wonders 
Wrought 

Recommended Hymns 

All Beautiful the March of Days All Creatures of Our God 
and King Beauty Around Us Day Is Dying in the West E* 
Fairest Lord Jesus For the Beauty of the Earth God of the 
Earth, the Sky, the Sea God of the Glorious Sunshine M God 
Who Touchest Earth with Beauty Heaven and Earth, and Sea 
and Air M Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Now the Day Is 

*E For evening services M For morning services 
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Over-E The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended-E The Lord 
Be with Us As We Bend E The Sun Is on the Land and Sea- 
M When Morning Gilds the Sides M 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

The Story of the Creation Genesis 1-2:3 (or portions thereof) 
What Is Man?-Psalm 8 The Heavens Tell the Glory of God- 
Psalm 19 Worship the Lord in Holy Array-Psalm 96:6-13 
Thou Didst Set the Earth on Its Foundations Psalm 104 (por- 
tions) 

Call to Worship Morning Services 

This is the day which the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it 

-Psalm 118:24 

Call to Worship Evening Services 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

-Psalm 113:3 

Call to Worship-Services at Any Hour 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 

Psalm 95:6-7a 

Surely the Lord is in this place. This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

--Genesis 28:16b, 17b 
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Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. 

James 4:8a 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

From whence does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

-Psalm 121:1-2 

Readings 

We sing the mighty power o God 
That made the mountains rise; 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
And built the lofty skies. 

We sing the wisdom that ordained 
The sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at his command, 
And all the stars obey. 

We sing the goodness of the Lord 
That filled the earth with food; 
He formed the creatures with his word, 
And then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, 
Where'er we turn our eyes; 
If we survey the ground we tread, 
Or gaze upon the skies! 

Isaac Watts (adapted) 

Canticle to the Sun 

O most high, almighty, good Lord God, to thee belong praise, 
glory, honor, and all blessing. 
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Praised be my Lord God with all his creatures and especially 
our brother the sun, who brings us the day and the light; fair is 
he and shines with a very great splendor: O Lord, he signifies to 
us thee. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister the moon, and for the stars, 
the which he hath set clear and lovely in the heavens. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother the wind, and for the air 
and cloud, calms and all weather by the which thou upholdest 
life in all creatures. 

Praised be the Lord for our sister water, who is very service- 
able unto us and humble and precious and clean. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother fire, through which thou 
givest us light in the darkness; and he is bright and pleasant and 
very mighty and strong. 

Praised be my Lord for our mother the earth, the which doth 
sustain us and keep us, and bringeth forth divers fruits and 
flowers of many colors, and grass. 

Praised be my Lord for all those who pardon one another for 
his love's sake, and who endure weakness and tribulation; blessed 
are they who peaceably shall endure, for thou, O Most High, 
shalt give them a crown. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord and give thanks unto him and 
serve him with great humility, 

Francis of Assisi 

The Job 

But, God, it won't come right! It won't come right! 

Tve worked it over till my brain is numb. 

The first flash came so bright, 

Then more ideas after-flash, flash! I thought it some 

New constellation men would wonder at 

Perhaps it's just a firework flash! fizz! spat! 

Then darker darkness and scorched pasteboard and sour smoke. 
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But, God, the thought was great, 

The scheme, the dreamwhy, till the first charm broke 

The thing just built itself while I, elate, 

Laughed and admired it. Then it stuck, 

Half done, the lesser half, worse luck! 

You see, it's dead as yet, a frame, a body and the heart, 

The soul, the fiery vital part 

To give it life, is what I cannot get. I've tried 

You know it tried to catch live fire 

And pawed cold ashes. Every spark has died. 

It won't come right! I'd drop the thing entire, 

Only I can't! I love my job. 

You, who ride the thunder, 

Do you know what it is to dream and drudge and throb? 
I wonder. 

Did it come at you with a rush, your dream, your plan? 
If so, I know how you began. 
Yes, with rapt face and sparkling eyes, 
Swinging the hot globe out between the skies, 
Marking the new seas with their white beach lines, 
Sketching in sun and moon, the lightning and the rains, 
Sowing the hills with pines, 
Wreathing a rim of purple round the plains. 
I know you laughed then, while you caught and wrought 
The big swift rapturous outline of your thought. 
And then- 
Men. 
I see it now. 

God, forgive my pettish row! 

1 see your job. While ages crawl 

Your lips take laboring lines, your eyes a sadder light, 
For man, the fire and flower and center of it all 
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Man won't come right! 
After your patient centuries 
Fresh starts, recastings, tired Gethsemanes 
And tense Golgothas, he, your central theme, 
Is just a jangling echo of your dream. 
Grand as the rest may be, he ruins it 
Why don't you quit? 
Crumple it all and dream again! But no; 
Flaw after flaw, you work it out, revise, refine 
Bondage, brutality, and war, and woe, 
The sot, the fool, the tyrant and the mob- 
Dear God, how you must love your job! 
Help me, as I love mine. 

Badger Clark in Sky Lines and Wood Smoke 

Prayers General Use 

God of universal matter, thou hast lifted the mountains out of the 

level of thy far-spread plains. 
Thy hand hast held them aloft through the silent nights, 

wreathed them in the mystery of clouds, touched them with 

the glory of the sunrise. 

God of universal life, set thou a mountain in my mind. 
Lift up within my heart, I pray thee, some mighty and selfless 

ambition. 
Raise above the common level some cause to dominate me as 

this mountain does its world. 
Grant me a vast purpose for which to live. 
Hold it aloft within me through the dark and silent days of life. 
Wreathe it in the mystery of undiscovered truth. 
Touch it into glory with the sunrise of thy will 
Let it redeem the littleness of life by the touch of its greatness. 
Set thou a mountain in my mind. Amen. 

Percy R. Hayward 
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Prayers Morning Services 

Creator Spirit, who broodest everlastingly over the lands and 
waters of earth, enduing them with forms and colors which no 
human skill can copy, give me today, I beseech thee, the mind 
and heart to rejoice in thy creation. 

Forbid that the lure of the market place should ever entirely 
steal my heart away from the love of the open acres and the 
green trees; 

Forbid that under the low roof of workshop or office or study 
I should ever forget thy great overarching sky; 

Forbid that when all thy creatures are greeting the morning 
with songs and shouts of joy, I alone should wear a dull and 
sullen face; 

Let the energy and vigor which in thy wisdom tibou hast in- 
fused into every living thing stir today within my being, that I 
may not be among thy creatures as a sluggard and a drone; 

And above all, give me grace to use these beauties of earth 
[around] me and this eager stirring of life within me as a means 
whereby my soul may rise from creature to Creator, and from 
nature to nature's God. Amen. 

John Baillie in A Diary of Private Prayer 

Prayers Evening Services 

O thou Creator of all things that are, I lift up my heart in 
gratitude to thee for this day's happiness: for the mere joy of 
living; for all the sights and sounds around me; for the sweet 
peace of the country and the pleasant bustle of the town; for all 
things bright and beautiful and gay; for friendship and good 
company; for work to perform and the skill and strength to per- 
form it; for a time to play when the day's work was done, and for 
health and a glad heart to enjoy it. 

John Baillie in A Diary of Private Prayer 



KESOUBCES BY SUBJECT 113 

Almighty Father, who neither slumberest nor sleepest: we 
humbly pray thee to watch over us this night with the eyes of 
thy mercy, and over all who are near and dear to us. Grant us 
quiet and refreshing sleep such as may fit us for the duties of the 
morrow. Put far away from us all worldly cares and earthly fears, 
and give us holy thought of thee that we may repose in perfect 
peace in the everlasting arms of thy love. Amen. 

A Book of Offices and Prayers, 1897 

O thou who hast often met with us at the close of day, be our 
refuge now from the noise of the world and the care of our 
own spirits. Let not the memory of our faults and failures come 
between us and thee. May they rather cause us to seek thee; and 
in the assurance that thou art here, may we find peace. Amen. 

-Pilgrim Hymnd, 1935 
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JESUS* LIFE THROUGH PICTURE INTERPRETATIONS 

WHAT Do You THINK OF CHRIST? 

WORSHIP SE'i'Aixc: A color print of the picture "Head of Christ" 
by Jacques Barosin 

HYMN (choose one): Hope of the World All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor 

SCRIPTCBE READING: Matthew 16:13-24 

MEDITATION: What Do Yon Think of Christ? 

How many pictures of Jesus have you seen where his long hair 
and flowing robes make him seem an effeminate or sentimental 
figure? The picture before us, done by a contemporary artist who 
has lived in the Holy Land, portrays Jesus as manly, rugged, and 
honest. 

The bright blue of the background, which is typical of Medi- 
terranean skies, reminds us that Jesus spent much of his time 
out of doors, walking through the fields at harvest time, or paus- 
ing to consider the flowers of the field in the springtime, traveling 
the dusty roads, preaching from the hillsides, or sailing with his 
disciples in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. 

Look at the eyes. They seem to dominate the picture. They 
show Jesus to be a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. In 
their depths is a quiet humility that betokens a spirit acquainted 
with grief and able to triumph over any degradation, even that of 
being forced to wear a crown of thorns, or bearing the physical 
torture of the whiplash scarring his shoulders. 

But there is still more to be read in the face with those sad- 
dened pain-filled eyes. The brow that wore the crown of thorns 
now wears the furrow of determination. The pose of the head 
shows the vitality and strength with which this man was able to 
deal as well with soldier and bully as with lawyer and priest. 
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They show him as a man among men. On the lips is the smile of 
confidence rather than the taste of defeat. 

This man, and he is here portrayed as truly a man, is yet more 
than man. In his eyes we see the wisdom and strength, the suffer- 
ing and the love of God himself. This man, whom Caesar killed, 
was greater than any king. 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

He is King of kings, 

He is Lord of lords. 

Jesus Christ, the first and last, 

No man works like him. 

PRATER 

O God, whom no man has seen, we have caught thy reflection 
in the face of Jesus Christ, thy Son. We know that thou dost love 
us, because of the love that he bore to all. Wherever he saw 
suffering, he had compassion; wherever he saw sinfulness, he 
brought forgiveness; wherever he saw beauty, he gave thee 
thanks. 

We also would give tibee thanks, our Father, for all that Jesus 
saw and for the vision he shared with us. Open our eyes that we 
may never lose sight of thy way for mankind. Awaken us to the 
sinfulness within our own hearts. Help us to share Jesus' com- 
passion for the unloved and his gratitude for that which is lovely. 
Show us the vision of thy kingdom, and grant that we may be 
worthy citizens in it These things we pray in Jesus* name. Amen. 

JESUS CAIXS Us 

WORSHIP SETTING: A print or projected slide of "Christ and the 
Fishermen** by Ernst Zimmerman 

HYMN (choose one): Shepherd of Eager Youth He Who Would 
Valiant Be Christ of the Upward Way 
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SCRIPTORE BEADING: Matthew 4:18-22 

MEDITATION*: Jesus Calls Us 

In tliis picture Ernst Zimmerman, a German painter, helps us 
to see in our mind's eye something of the scene as it must have 
been on that long-ago day when Jesus called James and John, 
who were sons of a man named Zebedee. Zebedee was a fisher- 
man, and his sons were following their father's calling. 

Countless young people in all the long centuries since this 
meeting of Jesus with the sons of Zebedee have heard Christ's 
call. Some have gone at once. Some have worried and suffered 
because they could not "immediately leave their boats and their 
father and follow him.** 

This painting shows us two determined young men. They were 
convinced. They knew their minds. The Master's call seemed 
clear enough so clear that even as common fishermen they were 
able to understand it unmistakably. 

They understood when he invited them to be his disciples and 
to be fishers of men. But their father was depending on their 
help with his fishing business. 

*% too, am depending on you," Jesus might have said. 

And the young men must have pleaded with him, "Then come, 
talk with Zebedee our ather." They went and found him working 
on the nets, carefully checking and mending them. 

Zimmerman paints the face of the old man as that of one who 
finds it hard to understand the new approach to life that Jesus 
was recommending. He had been trained in the faith of his 
fathers, and of their fathers before them. 

We see no impatience on Jesus* face. There is no hint of any 
sly wink from him to young John that would have said, "He's 
old and set in his ways. Hell never understand." No, that was 
not Jesus* way. The artist portrays Jesus deep in conversation 
with the old man, carefully explaining to him what he believes 
and what he wants James and John to do. 
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Look for a moment at the figure of Jesus. Note how earnestly 
he is speaking: how certain he is that he is speaking ultimate 
truth; how tenderly he touches Zebedee's wrist; how intimately 
they talk, almost as though they are completely unaware that the 
boys are right there listening to every word. 

We might wonder whether Jesus succeeded in convincing 
Zebedee, if we hadn't already read the end of the story. They 
left their boat and their father and followed him." These two 
determined boys were later called "sons of thunder, 7 * because they 
were so sure of what they believed. 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, thou whom Jesus taught us to call Father, we 
are grateful to thee that thou dost bend to speak to us. We listen 
with eagerness for thy voice. We thank thee that thy words are 
preserved for our hearing in the utterances of the prophets and 
priests of old. We thank thee, too, for the apostles of old through 
whom thou hast spoken to us, and for those of thy followers in 
our own day through whom thou dost speak to us. Continue, we 
pray thee, to speak through them. 

We thank thee, most of all, O Father, that we have beheld thy 
glory in the face of Jesus through whom tby word comes to us 
afresh. Grant us the grace to follow where he calls, the strength 
to bear his yoke, and the will to do that which he would have us 
do. We would serve thee in his spirit Amen. 

RESPONSE (sung to the tune of the hymn "Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind 9 ) 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 
Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow thee. 
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CLOSING SENTENCES (by the leader) 
I heard him call, 
"Come follow!" 
That was all. 
My gold grew dim, 
My soul went after him. 
I rose and followed. 
That was all. 
Who would not follow 
If he heard him call? 



Is IT I, LORD? 

WORSHIP SETTING: A color print or a projected color slide of The 
Last Supper" by Leonardo Da Vinci 

SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 14:12-25 

HYMN (choose one): Bread of the World in Mercy Broken Lord, 
Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 

MEDITATION: Is It I, Lord? 

In his painting The Last Supper** Leonardo Da Vinci Tias 
chosen to depict the moment when Christ says, *Verily I say 
unto you that one of you shall betray me/ These unexpected 
words have fallen upon the group like an electric shock; they 
have broken the company into four distinct groups, 

"On the extreme left are Bartholomew, James the Less, and 
Andrew, all speechless and dumbfounded over the announce- 
ment Bartholomew stares incredulously, Andrew protests by 
holding up both his hands, James cannot believe his ears and 
reaches over to Peter to verify the word. In the next group, 
Judas, smitten by his guilty conscience, recoils from the Master 
and instinctively clutches his bag that has been his undoing, 
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while in his agitation he upsets the salt cellar. Peter leans forward 
with breathless haste and whispers, Tell us who it is of whom 
he speaketh/ John in utter distress sinks back toward Peter. On 
the extreme right, Simon holds out both hands as if to show his 
utter innocence of any treachery, while Thaddeus gazes earnestly 
into his face as much as to say, This is preposterous! He is cer- 
tainly mistaken'; and Matthew says excitedly, TBut he says it is 
one of us!' pointing the while toward Jesus with both his hands. 
In the right center is the most vigorous and interesting group. 
Each one is bidding for the Master's attention and expressing his 
unmistakable protest. Emotional and self-distrustful Thomas, 
with finger raised almost in the face of Jesus, exclaims, Is it I, 
Lord?* James, acting surely his part as a 'son of thunder/ ex- 
plodes with a double gesture of horror; and Philip pours out 
his soul in a look of utter sincerity while his hands would lay 
open his naked heart for inspection.'** 

With all these varied responses to Christ's announcement of 
his impending betrayal, surely one of them fits each of us. Think 
for a moment. Are you like Andrew, protesting that you would 
never betray Christ, or are you Simon, wearing an expression of 
utter innocence; or James, the son of thunder, exploding in 
horror? 

If we would be true to ourselves, must we not at least ask 
Thomas* question, Tte it I, Lord?" And if we continue then to be 
true to our real selves, we may feel a little sneaking doubt rising 
within us. We will realize that we betray him, not for money 
necessarily, but in our own selfish interest, whenever we fail to 
put hi first in our lives. 

There are times when, smitten by a guilty conscience, we must 
ask Judas* question, Is it I, LordF* expecting Christ to answer, 
"Yes." 



* Albert E. Bailey in The Gospel in Art. 
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As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke 
it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is my 
body." And he took a cup and when he had given thanks he gave 
it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins." 

Though we come to Christ, knowing ourselves to be betrayers, 
we know, too, in his mercy that he forgives us and gives us the 
bread of life. 

HYMN* (choose one): Let Us Break Bread Together According to 
Thy Gracious Word 

PBAYER 

O thou, who hast caused the earth to bring forth her harvests 
that bread may be broken for the body, and who renewest the 
rivers of water that those who are athirst may drink and live; 
break for our souls' health the bread of We that we may not 
perish, and pour into us the water of life that we may stoop 
down and drink unto Me eternal. This we ask for his sake whose 
body was broken and whose life was poured out for us; even 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Boynton Merrill in A Book of Worship for Free Churches 



Do WE MOCK CHBBT? 

WORSHIP SETTING: A color print of the picture "Christ Mocked 
by Soldiers 1 * by Georges Rouault 

HYMN: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

SC&ZPTOHB (read in unison) 

Then, the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the praeto- 
rium, and they gathered the whole battalion before hfrn. And 
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they stripped him and put a scarlet robe upon him, and plaiting 
a crown of thorns they put it on his head, and put a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him they mocked him, saying, 
"Hail, King of the Jews!" And they spat upon him, and took the 
reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the robe, and put his own clothes on 
him, and led him away to crucify him (Matt. 27:27-31). 

MEDITATION: Do We Mock Christ? 

Many people do not care for Renault's picture "Christ Mocked 
by Soldiers." *lt is entirely too modern," some say. "This isn't 
my Christ," others add. 

This is precisely the reason for choosing this picture for a 
Lenten meditation. Lent reminds us that life has its times of 
difficulty and despair, and that Christ was called upon to endure 
the worst that man could inflict upon man. This painting conveys, 
even shouts, the suffering of Jesus. Beside it even some crucifixion 
scenes in religious paintings appear placid. 

Let us study the picture silently for a few moments, looking at 
the expressions on the faces . . . (pause) the effect of the bright 
colors . . . (pause) the eyes of Christ . . . (pause). 

This is the moment before the soldiers laughed at Christ. The 
robe of regal red thrown over his naked shoulders anticipates 
their mockery. 

Even though sorrow is plainly visible on his forehead, and even 
though his shoulders are weighted down by disappointment and 
apparent failure, the lines of Christ' s body exhibit strength and 
manfulness. His arms, lying as though shackled along his legs, 
are strong enough to have hefted a hammer or brought healing 
to the sick. Though these arms be nailed to a cross in death, 
Christ will yet spread them wide in new life to welcome all men 
to himself. 

In this picture the soldiers stand at either side as though to 
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prevent any escape through the door at the rear. Yet even be- 
tween two guards it is the Christ, full-drawn, who is central. The 
heavy black lines and the bright colors, giving an effect of stained 
glass, leave little doubt as to who dominates the scene. 

This is not to say that there is no anguish, no pain, no grief 
expressed in the picture. The eyes that saw a vision of a better 
world are closed. The lips that taught the love of God are silent 
before the malice of men. Here is the man of sorrows, acquainted 
with grief. 

But the final mocking is not at the hands of the soldiers; it is 
in the brush of the artist Known for his clowns and grotesque 
circus figures, Bouault has made the soldiers a part of his "clown- 
erie." The soldiers seem dwarfed by the seated Christ. Their 
faces are smeared with grease paint and accented by puttied 
noses. The soldier on the left wears a silly blue hat. They that 
mock the Christ are but a fleeting and ineffective part of life. 
They are mocked by an eternal contemplation, sorrowful yet 
knowing that the world has been overcome. 

HYMN: In the Hour of Trial 

FRAYER 

Almighty God, who hast shown us in the life and teaching of 
thy Son the true way of blessedness, thou hast also showed us in 
his suffering and death that the path of love may lead to the 
cross, and the reward of faithfulness may be a crown of thorns. 
Give us grace to learn these hard lessons. May we take up our 
cross and follow Christ, in the strength of patience and the con- 
stancy of faith; and may we have such fellowship with him in his 
sorrow, that we may know the secret of his strength and peace, 
and see, even in our darkest hour of trial and anguish, the shining 
of the eternal light Amen. 

The Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory 
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WERE You THERE? 

WORSHIP SUITING: A color print or projected color slide of the pic- 
ture "Crucifixion over Toledo" by El Greco 

HYMN*: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 23:44-49 

MEDITATION: Were You There? 

In the sixteenth century, when El Greco was living in the 
monastery city of Toledo, Spain, it was customary for artists to 
honor their patrons by putting their portraits into religious pic- 
tures. In 1590, when El Greco painted a picture of Christ on the 
cross, he pictured in the foreground, not Jesus' disciples, but the 
men who had commissioned him to paint the picture. 

It seems natural then that this artist should later paint a cruci- 
fixion scene over the skyline of the town he knew so well, for he 
had lived in Toledo for many years, and his paintings hung in 
the cathedral and many of the churches of the town. 

El Greco's painting "Crucifixion over Toledo'* has a timeless, 
universal quality about it Far more than those of his paintings 
that included pictures of his patrons, who often had more money 
than devotion, this picture gives one the feeling that it might be a 
picture of anywhere, or indeed everywhere, 

Golgotha, the site of the actual crucifixion, was located on the 
edge of Jerusalem. The Golgotha pictured in the painting could 
be located on the outskirts of our town or any town. The build- 
ings that loom behind the cross could be taken for the skyline of 
New York City, with the United Nations headquarters in the 
foreground and the television antennae atop the Empire State 
Building piercing the storm clouds. They could even be the out- 
line of our own familiar city hall, the windows of our own school, 
the bell tower of our own church. The soldiers returning from 
their bloody work could be returning to our own town. 
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With his brushes and pigments El Greco asks for all time the 
question expressed so hauntingly in the Negro spiritual, "Were 
you there when they crucified my Lord?" 

HYMN: Were You There? 

PRAYER 

Deepen in us now, O God, our sorrow that we have so often 
followed our Lord but afar off. Open our eyes to see him dying 
innocent for us who are so full of fault. Grant that by his pas- 
sion, we may be led to put away those sins which make us un- 
worthy to be numbered among his disciples. By thy redeeming 
love and saving grace let the shadow of his cross fall upon our 
lives to make us from this day forward, ever mindful of his great 
and saving love for us. Amen. 

A Book of Worship for Free Churches 



Do WE KNOW HTM? 

WORSHIP SETTING: A color print or projected color slide of "The 
Supper at Emmaus" by Rembrandt 

HYMN (choose one): Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 
Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread 

READING: Luke 24:13-35 



MEDITATION: Do We Know Him? 

The day is far spent; the disciples, loath to part with the stran- 
ger whose insight is opening to them a new heaven and a new 
earth, have persuaded him to be their guest ... at the simple eve- 
ning meal. . . , The light falls golden from the window, illuminat- 
ing vaguely the simple lines of the room. ... It touches into life 
the raised hands of the younger man, the earnest face of the 
servant; Cleopas, thoughtful and fascinated; and then, reinforced 
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by the reflection from the white cloth, it throws the central 
figure into strong relief against the dim wall That face, etched 
by the brilliant light, is one of Rembrandt's great creations. 

Strangely enough, it is a face of sorrow. One can easily believe 
that this man has been in hell, for the traces of suffering have not 
yet been obliterated by the heavenly life. And yet there is some- 
thing more in the face than memory of the past. There seems to 
be a present sorrow. ... As in a former time he is marveling at 
their unbelief, for to his own soul the leadings of Providence are 
so luminously dear. . . . 

This is the message of Rembrandt: The death and resurrection 
of Jesus are not the consummation of his work, but only the 
commencement. Set free now from the limitations of time and 
place, he must begin that vaster work which stretches out before 
his vision till the last syllable of recorded time, the task of bring- 
ing a universe to God! The weariness and pain of it are at this 
moment uppermost; yet even now he fixes his eyes on that far- 
off divine event toward which he knows the whole creation 
moves; and breaking the bread of life to these two doubting ones, 
he vanishes to renew the task with others who need him. And 
these two will rise at once, return whence they came, and begin 
their part in the salvation of the world. 

Albert E. Bailey in The Gospel in Art 

PRAYER 

We adore thee, O Christ, Son of the living God, who didst rise 
in great triumph from the grave. Enter thou within the chamber 
of our hearts and say unto us, "Peace be unto you.'" Give us the 
grace to see thee, blessed Savior; the eyes of our understanding 
being enlightened, that we may know thee walking by our side, 
in this earthly pilgrimage. Come unto us, O our Lord, and dwell 
within us. Make thyself known to us in the breaking of bread. 
Give us grace, O Lord our God, to arise with thee, to leave all 
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for thee, that we may be made like unto thee, that we may follow 
thee. Amen. _ A c ; |flfa ^ Prayer Across the Age$ 

HYMN (choose one): When the Golden Evening Gathered We 
Thank Thee, Lord, Thy Paths of Service Lead 

THE BIBLE 

An open Bible placed on the worship table with a lighted 
candle beside it to represent the Light of the World, or a globe 
to represent the many nations to which the Bible has been given 
or the many tongues into which it is translated, would be appro- 
priate for a worship setting. 

O GOD, OUR HELP rsr AGES PAST 
PBELTOE: How Firm a Foundation 

CALL TO WOBSHIP 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
(All) For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above 

all gods(Ps. 95:1-3). 

HYMN (choose one): Book of Books, Our People's Strength Life 
of Ages, Richly Poured 

MEDITATION WITH sawpTUBE: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

(For this meditation, Bibles and hymnals should be available 
for the whole group.) 

To the Jews of long ago, the psalms were the hymns sung in 
the temple. The early Christians brought these same psalms into 
their worship and in later periods translated them into poetry 
in their everyday language. At various times in Christian history 
no hymns other than versified psalms were allowed to be sung 
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in churches. Even today many of our hymns are based on psalms, 
either in the underlying inspiration or in the wording and 
phrasing itself. 

Isaac Watts, during the eighteenth century, transformed Psalm 
90 into one of the most moving hymns in the history of English 
hymnody, "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" 

(At this point the leader or a reader should read the whole of 
Psalm 90.) 

Let us now look at the first stanza of our hymn. The whole 
psalm sets the tone for it, but verse 1 in particular gives us the 
special meaning. 

(The reader may read again Psalm 90:1.) 

Notice how the hymn uses the words "our shelter" and "our 
eternal home," and the psalm speaks of "our dwelling place." 
Watts also transforms "in all generations'* from the psalm to "in 
ages past" and *f or years to come." 

(The group sings or reads in unison stanza I.) 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

The next stanza, which begins, "Under the shadow of thy 
throne," does not seem to reflect any part erf the psalm closely, 
but perhaps Isaac Watts had in mind verse 17, as much as any. 

(A reader may read Psalm 90:17.) 

(The group then sings or reads stanza 2 in unison.) 

Under the shadow of thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
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"Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame"; 
this stanza by Isaac Watts has taken over the thought and many 
of the exact words of the second verse of the psalm. The changes 
appear to be only those needed to make a rhyme and the proper 
rhythm. 

( A reader reads Psalm 90:2, and the group then sings or reads 
stanza 3 together.) 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

As in the previous stanza, Watts takes his wording directly from 
the psalm itself. It is easy to see that he is using verse 4. 

(A reader reads Psalm 90:4, and the group sings or reads stanza 
4 of the hymn.) 

In writing the words "Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears 
all its sons away," Watts is continuing the fourth verse of the 
psalm and going into the fifth verse. The same thought continues 
on through the tenth verse. But let us look at Just the first part 
of verse 5 of the psalm. The King James Version of the Bible 
uses the words, "they are as a sleep." Isaac Watts was probably 
quite familiar with that translation, yet he uses the words **as 
a dream dies at the opening day." We can see how the word 
*dream** gives a sharper meaning when we think of how difficult 
it usually is to recall exactly what we have dreamed even a few 
minutes after we waken. How swiftly it is gone! It is interesting 
to note, if you have the Revised Standard Version, that it uses 
the same word "dream" which Isaac Watts used in the eighteenth 
century. 

(Reader may read Psalm 90:5-10, and the group then reads or 
sings the stanza.) 
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

The last stanza repeats much of the first. We can look to 
verse 14 of the psalm and find further meaning in our hymn. 

(Reader reads Psalm 90:14, and the group then reads or sings 
the stanza.) 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home. 

This hymn, one of the grandest in the English language, still 
speaks to us today. In our troubled times we need to look to God 
for our security. ""Sufficient is thine arm alone," we sing, and we 
know that he is "our eternal home." 

Let us conclude our meditation by rising and singing the 
entire hymn. 

PRAYER 

O Lord our God, giver of all good, who dost continually pour 
thy benefits upon us; age after age the living wait upon thee 
and find that of thy faithfulness there is no end and that thy 
care is unfailing. We praise thee that the mystery of our life is 
a mystery of infinite goodness. We praise thee for the order and 
constancy of nature; for the beauty and bounty of the earth; for 
day and night, summer and winter, seedtime and harvest; for 
the varied gifts of loveliness and use which every season brings. 
We give thee thanks for all the comfort and joy of life, for our 
homes, for our friends, and all the love and sympathy and good 
will of men. Amen. 
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HYMN OF DEDICATION: Praise to God, Immortal Praise 

Many of our hymns are based directly or indirectly on one of 
the psalms. The service above uses Psalm 90. If your group 
wishes to do other services of this type, each of the following 
well-known hymns is closely related to one of the psalms: The 
King of Love My Shepherd Is (Psalm 23), Jesus Shall Reign 
(Psalm 72), All People That on Earth Do Dwell (Psalm 100), 
Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven (Psalm 103), Unto the 
Hills (Psalm 121), Let Us with a Gladsome Mind (Psalm 136). 

RESOCTCES FOB OTHER SERVICES 
' Suggested Themes 
Book o Books Light unto My Path 

* Recommended Hymns 

Book of Books, Our People's Strength Break Thou the Bread 
of Life Father of Mercies, in Thy Word I Love to Tell the 
Story O Word of God Incarnate 

Calls to Worship 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 

enduring for ever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are true, 

and righteous altogether. 

-Psalm 19:7-9 
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Leader: The word of our God wiU stand for ever. 
Group: The word of God is living and active. 
Leader: The word of the Lord abides for ever. 
All: Thy tcord is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

Teach Me the Way of Thy Statutes-Psalm 119:33-41; 44-45, 
Seek the Lord-Isaiah 55:6-11, He Who Has Ears to Hear-Lulce 
8:5-15, Equipped for Every Good WorIc-2 Timothy 3:10-17, The 
Word of God, Living and Active Hebrews 4:12-13, The Word of 
the Lord Abides Forever 1 Peter 1:22-25. 

Responses After Scripture Readings 

Thy word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 

-Psalm 119:105 

All flesh is like grass 
and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord abides for ever. 
-1 Peter l:24-25a 

Readings 

Everyman's Book 

His name was Dr. John Wydiffe, but they called him any- 
thing but that. They called him "Doctor Wicked-Believe," "Lying 
Glutton," "Devil's Instrument," in fact a whole dictionary of bold 
and ribald names. They hauled him into court off and on for ten 
years. They chased his feiends out of the country and hanged 
and quartered some of his followers. 
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When his physicians announced he was going to die, his ene- 
mies sent a delegation of friars and a doctor of divinity who 
cheerfully threatened him with hell if he did not recant. He got 
so angry he recovered and lived another six years. 

Twenty-four years after his death they searched homes and 
schools for his books and tracts, which they burned publicly by 
the bushel-basketful. Forty-four years after his burial they dug 
up his bones, burned them, and threw them into the river as a 
public spectacle "to the damnation and destruction of his mem- 
ory.'* Was he a criminal, a fiend, a murderer of little children? 
No, his "crime" was daring to translate the Word of God into 
English, 

John Wycliffe made the church authorities, from the pope 
down to the friars, and many of the aristocracy as well, his 
enemies because he wanted to change things. He had a passion- 
ate belief that the church, in departing from the authority of 
the Bible, was far from Christian in practice. As a teacher of 
theology at Oxford, he knew his Bible, and as a priest of the 
church in Luttenvorth, he knew his people. He believed that if 
the common people knew what was in the Bible, their lives 
would be enriched. With the Bible's revelation of God in their 
hearts and minds, they could then judge for themselves the 
pope's edicts and the friars' behavior. But to suggest that people 
think for themselves on religious matters was heresy! It was the 
clergy's job to tell the people what to think! 

Great obstacles stood in the way of this brave man's theory, 
One was that the Bible did not exist in English. When read in 
the churches, if at all, it was read in Latin, which nobody under- 
stood The second obstacle was that the serfs and peasants of 
England were illiterate. Even if the Bible had existed in English, 
the majority of the people would not have been able to read it 

To overcome that first obstacle, Wycliffe, in 1379, gathered 
about him a group of Oxford scholars like Dr. John Purvey and 
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rebellious priests like Nicholas de Hereford. Together they 
started the translation of the Latin Vulgate into English. 

In order to circulate knowledge of the Book among the non- 
reading public, Wycliffe formed a group called "poor priests." 
The art of the period depicts the poor priest as dressed in a 
coarse brown robe, wearing a broad-brimmed hat and sandals 
and carrying a Bible and a walking staff. They traveled from 
door to door across rural England spreading Bible truths. They 
read the Bible aloud, and the English peasants eagerly memo- 
rized great portions of it. 

By 1415 England was in a terrible state of religious and politi- 
cal upheaval. So much of this confusion was laid at the door of 
the Bible that the law of the land decreed "the forfeit of land, 
catel, lif, and goods from their heyers forever" from any man 
caught reading the Bible in English. 

What happens today when a book is censored? People go to 
great lengths to read it. This same thing happened in England 
in the fifteenth century. Men taught themselves and each other 
to read so that they might find out for themselves what was in 
the forbidden Book. What they found, as Wycliffe had prophe- 
sied, did, in time, help to make them free of popery and serfdom. 
Violet Wood in Great Is the Company 

Get Me That Book 

One night, Bishop Oldham of India, then a government sur- 
veyor, was talking with a group of men, 180 miles from any 
town. These men had never heard the Christian message before 
and Bishop Oldham relates what happened thus: 

T talked to those men that night I spoke their language. At 
the dose of that earnest and perhaps somewhat long address 
this happened: 

"An old man came forward. He was the son of a king, his long 
beard flowing down to his waist. He came up to me leaning on 
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his staff. The young men courteously made way for him. He 
stood there looking up at me, his strong face alert in that bright 
moonlight. He said: Tfou are a young man, and yet the things 
you have been talking about how do you know these things? 
How do you know them?* 

*1 answered, Tather, I have not known these things because 
of my own personal righteousness or wisdom. But these questions 
which have troubled your heart and all human hearts . . . the 
answers to these questions were written in a book/ 

" 'Do you mean there is a book with all these things you have 
been telling us about about a love that is good, and all the rest 
of it?* 

"Then I said, There is a book. It is God's book, and the an- 
swers are in it/ 

**Young man/ said he, *is that book in my language? You 
speak my language. Did you read it in my tongue?* 

"TesJL have the book/ 

T wish you could have seen that old man. He straightened up, 
and pointing his long finger at me, I shall never forget it as he 
said: "Get me that book!' 

T ran back to my tent and brought back two copies of the 
Bible in their language. Forty brown hands were stretched out 
for them as I returned. I put one into his hand; and when I told 
him that the answers to the questions were in that book, the old 
man looked up and said, 'Sir, how long has this book been 
in the world?* 

* It has been here for hundreds of years, for hundreds of years/ 
""Did your people have it?* 

"Yes/ 

* 'And I am an old man. All my friends have died hopeless. I am 
nearly gone myself. And all this time the book was here and 
nobody brought it to me. Why didn't someone bring us the book 
long ago? 
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**The question of the old man rings in my ears constantly, and 
I pass this question on to you. I pass it on to Christendom. Why 
has not that book been put into every language in the world? 
Nineteen centuries after Christ came, and many of the human 
family still say, *\Vhy have you not brought us the book? " 
Adapted by Charles R. Joy from the Bible Society Record 

* Prayers 

Eternal God, who hast taught us by thy Son to call thee 
"Father," we thank thee and praise thy name. In all generations 
thou hast sought to reveal thyself to us. We thank thee for the 
prophets and teachers of every age. We thank thee for inspiring 
men to record their experiences with thee in what we know as 
the Holy Bible, and for helping men to keep that record in the 
language we know and understand. We pray in Jesus' name* 
Amen. 

O Lord, thy Word is before us. Give us a meek, reverent, and 
teachable mind while we read and study it. Open to us its sacred 
truths, and enable us to receive it, not as the word of men, but 
as the word of God, that lives and abides forever. Be thou, O 
blessed Spirit, our teacher. Enlighten our minds and prepare our 
hearts. Shine, O Lord, upon thine own sacred page, and make it 
clear to us. What we see not, show us, and where we are wrong 
correct us. Bring home some portion to our soul and thus make 
us wise unto salvation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

-Ashton Oxenden, 1808 

A Litany of Thanksgiving for the Bible 

In the name of God our Father, source of all light and truth; 
and of Jesus Christ, our teacher, master, and savior; and of the 
Holy Spirit that takes of the things of Christ and reveals them 
to us; 
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We give thee thanks, O Cod. 

For this book, the charting of the way to God, our Father, where- 
in the children of Israel walked in ancient time, and which 
Jesus made plain so that the wayfaring man need not err therein; 
the proclamation of the truth, expounded in the law and com- 
mandments of Judsisn:. preached by the prophets, and perfectly 
embodied in our Lord Jesus; and the unfolding of the life that 
is eternal, the hope of raptured seers, the theme of the psalmists' 
hymns, and a reality to those who know Christ; 

We give thee thanks, O God. 

For this book, the inspiration of all our Christian education, 
which nurtures children with spiritual food, which inspires youth 
to victorious living and sustains age in faith and works; 

We give thee thanks, O God. 

For this book, a standard for the Christian church, whereby she 
may be corrected in error, healed of her divisions, and made one 
in Christ so that the world may believe; 

We give thee thanks, O God. 

For this book, with its consolation in sorrow, hope in discourage- 
ment, light in darkness, truth in error, faith in doubt, victory in 
temptation, peace in turmoil, and strength in every need; 

We give thee thanks, O God. 

For this book, the precious heritage of all mankind, a lamp unto 
our feet and a light unto our path, from youth to old age, in 
sickness and health, in plenty and in want, until the eternal day 
breaks and the shadows flee away; 

We give thee thanks, O God. 

And now, O God, we rededicate ourselves as we join heart and 
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voice in prayer that this book, the word of life, may live in our 
hearts and guide our steps forevermore. Amen. 

-Order of Worship, R.S.V. Observances, 1952 

THE CHURCH: MISSION 

For a worship setting two pictures are recommended: "Go Ye 
Therefore" by Burnand and "The Great Commission* by Barosin. 

An arrangement with cross and globe, with the cross placed so 
that it seems to rest on the top of the globe, can be created to 
stand for the classic symbol of the mission of the church. 

A small model of a church with a map of the world behind it, 
with ribbons running from the church to various spots on the 
map where your denomination has mission work, or a world map 
alone with the ribbons running from the location of your town 
to the areas where you have mission stations, is helpful for a 
program where particular mission stations are the subject of 
prayer and study. 

The following is a service on the world mission of the church, 
using the theme "Into All the World,'* 

PBELXZDE: In Christ There Is No East or West 

* 

CAUL TO WORSHIP 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of fa who brings good tidings, 

who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, 
who publishes salvation (Isa. 52:7). 

HYMN: O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling 
SCRIPTURE BEADING: Matthew 9:35-38 

MEDITATION: ( Use the one below or "Get Me That Book" on page 
138 or 'What Excuse Do You Use? 9 on page 182.) 
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"Mission , . ." "Oh. yes." says someone, "foreign missions. The 
Chinese, you know. But, of course, all the missionaries were 
kiven out of China, so there is no mission there any longer. A 
;hame, isn't it, that missions failed so miserably. But, then, peo- 
>le seldom appreciate what you do for them. Well, our church 
von't have to send any more money over there now. I used to 
* r ony about doing that anyway. There are so many uses for it at 
lome, you know." 

"Mission . . .** "Why, our church supports one of those," says 
mother. "That little hall down in the slum section. Drunks and 
bums come for coffee and doughnuts, and they have a religious 
service for them. It's nice to get them in off the street that way. 
rhen, too, that little preacher down thereit's good to have 
places of that sort for people like him to work. He doesn't have 
much ability. No background, you know. He could never handle 
a church like ours." 

"Mission . . ." "I remember when I was just a youngster, there 
was some sort of mission somewhere away off Kentucky, maybe 
it was. I can't remember just where. Somewhere up in the moun- 
tains, in backwoods countiy. I recall so well my mother taking 
things over to the church to pack in a big barrel to send off to 
those folks. It was a lot of work, of course, but it was a good 
way to get our old things cleared out. They pile up so much if 
you don't go through them and discard some occasionally." 

For most of us, descriptions like these express what the word 
mission means. We think of it as a branch of the church, an 
adjunct to the church, one activity in which the church is en- 
gaged, but something quite other than the church itself. We 
think that mission involves a task for a missionary society, or a 
few odd souls who go to the ends of the earth, or some second- 
rate people who cannot work well in what we think of as normal 
situations. But this is to misunderstand the nature of the church's 
mission* 
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Mission is not a special function of a part of the church. It is 
the whole church in action. It is the body of Christ expressing 
Christ's concern for the whole world. It is God's people seeking 
to make all men members of the people of God. Mission is the 
function for which the church exists. "You are ... God's own 
people," said Peter to the church. But why? For what purpose 
had God made them his own? The answer is plain: "that you 
may declare the wonderful deeds of him who catted you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:9). To receive 
God's kindness in being made a member of his people lays upon 
everyone the obligation to declare that kindness so that others, 
too, may become his people. The church is called out of the 
world in order to go to the world. They are not of the world," 
said Jesus, "even as I am not of the world. As thou didst send me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the worW (John 17:16, 
18). It is the church's mission to be Christ's action in the world 
now. 

Donald G. Miller in The Nature and Mission of the Church 

PRAYER 

Lord God, in thee we are united. 

Before thee there are no great or small, none inferior none 

superior. 

But all are members together of thy Holy Body. 
In the least of thy brethren, thou dost confront us. 
Lord, let us be grounded steadfastly in thy holy fellowship. 
Fill our hearts with the strength and joy of tiby love. 
May we pilgrims find a home with thee. 
Take thou from us the pain of division, the fear in the souls 

of those who stand alone. 

Unite us in the temple thou art building thy church. 
There we shall be thy people forever and ever. Amen. 

-Karl Bernhard Bitter in When We Pray 
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HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun 

BENEDICTION 

May the blessing of God rest upon us and upon our work and 
worship done in his name. May he give us light to guide us, 
courage to support us, and love to unite us, now and for ever- 
more. Amen. -William A. Perkins 

HOME MISSIONS: COUNTBY AND CITY 

If you live in a city you may never have given much thought 
to the church in the country. City and country boundaries are 
now becoming obliterated, however, because of the growth of 
suburbs around cities, which often engulf areas that were form- 
erly rural, and the growth of hitherto small towns into cities. It 
is now necessary for city people to understand more clearly the 
relation of the fanner to the city dweller, of the small-town resi- 
dent to the apartment-house resident; and the other way round. 

THEME: The Earth Is the Lord's A Service on the Church in 
the Country 

WOBSHDP SETTING 

A farm tool, such as a plowshare; or a pan of earth with 
growing shoots of corn might be used on the worship table or 
altar, (Corn planted three weeks ahead will sprout sufficiently 
tall to be used in this way.) 

A good-sized print or a projected slide of a picture such as 
**The Angelus" or The Sower," both by Millet, would also be 
appropriate. 

PBELUDE: This Is My Father's World 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
his going forth is sure as the dawn; 
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he will come to us as the showers, 
as the spring rains that water the earth ( Hos. 6:3). 

HYMN (choose one): All Beautiful the March of Days We Plow 
the Fields, and Scatter 

PHASER 

O God, thou Lord of springtime and harvest, we beseech thee 
to bless the seed sown throughout the world for the sustenance 
of mankind. So water it with the gentle rain from heaven and 
warm it with the golden sunshine that it may bear fruit a hun- 
dredfold, to the glory of thy holy name and the welfare of thy 
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Rural Life Prayers 

SCRIP-TUBE BEADING (choose one): Deuteronomy 8:1-10; Matthew 
6:25-33 

MEDUATION: The Earth Is the Lord's 

It is not enough to sow and harvest land as if it were an inex- 
haustible resource. As Christians, we believe that the land is one 
of God's gifts to us and that, in making use of it, we share in 
God's creation. We must then be good stewards of this land 
which is not truly ours, caring for it, replenishing it, and return- 
ing a part of it to God. But most of all, we must treat the land 
with love. The following poem, adapted from 1 Corinthians 13, 
is called "A Fanner s Ode to the Holy Earth." 

Though I farm with the skill of the finest of nature's husband- 
men, and love not the holy earth, I am become a fanner just 
earning a livingone unconscious of the divine in my vocation. 

And though I raise the best in orchard, field, and flock; and 
though I have the keenest understanding of modern agriculture; 
and though I have all tools and money so as to overcome the 
most stubborn obstacles to crop raising, and have not love of 
the soil, my soul is not fed. 
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Love of the holy earth does not shut out modern methods, 
neither does it seek to exploit them for personal gain and pres- 
tige; is not easily discouraged; does not brood over possessions 
and advertised luxuries; rejoices not in others* helplessness and 
its own good fortune, but rejoices in that which is genuine and 
true. 

When I fail to see God's will for the future of his holy earth, 
then I must be rededicated, for I know but little and I serve 
imperfectly. But when I find in farming a Way of Life, that 
which is unworthy of a husbandman of God shall be done away. 

When I was a young man I dreamed great dreams for my farm 
home. I allowed my love of this family farm to take on holiness 
in my mind. Now I know that the blessing of God is upon it 
and that I am responsible to him for it. 

Even in this twentieth century I see agriculture as a way of 
life very dimly. Some day this will grow and I shall see it clearly. 
Now only a few see God's hand, but then it shall be known as 
God knows it 

Now abideth faith in the skilled hand, hope in the constancy 
of creation, love of the holy earth, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love of God's holy earth. 

Kenneth A. Roadannel in Town and Country Church 

AUTANY 

O God, Father of all and lover of all: that it may please thee to 

bless all those who sow the seed and reap the harvests of the 

world; 

We beseech thee to hear us. 

That it may please thee to bless all those who service and repair 
our farm machines, that they fail not at planting time; 

We beseech thee to hear us. 
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That thy pastors so minister among the people that they instill 
into the hearts of all who labor a sense of the worth of their toil; 

We beseech thee to hear us. 

That it may please thee to bless the homes and home life of our 
country districts, that they may be pure and happy abiding 
places for the children that shall come to them; 

We beseech thee to hear us. 

That people living in country districts may realize the great part 
they may play in the church's work in the world and consecrate 
themselves to thy worship and to service of their fellow men; 

We beseech thee to hear us, O Lord. 

All: O God of all creation, we beseech thee to bless all those who 
through thy church seek to serve thee in the rural areas of the 
world. Help them in their efforts to sow the seed of thy king- 
dom, and when the harvest seems meager or far off, confirm thy 
promise to them and make them believe that in due season they 
shall reap if they faint not; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
~E, W. Mueller in Order of Worship, Rural Life Sunday, 1959 

OFFERTORY SENTENCES 

Honor the Lord with your substance 

and with the first fruits of all your produce (Prov. 3:9). 

HYMN OF DEDICATION (choose one): God of the Earth, the Sky, the 
Sea Praise to God, Immortal Praise 

BENEDICTION 

Now may the God of peace equip us with everything good that 
we may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A SERVICE ox THE CHURCH IN THE CITY 
THEME: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
PRELUDE: O Brother Man 

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 

tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
(All) For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised 

(Ps.96:2-4a). 

HYMN (choose one): Rise Up, O Men of God Teach Us, O 
Lord, True Brotherhood 

PEAYER 

Almighty God, we pray thee for the coming of thy kingdom of 
righteousness and peace. In the midst of a changing social order, 
may faith in thee and obedience to the teachings of thy dear 
Son prevail, to build a new life of love in which the ills of this 
present time may disappear and the glad day of brotherhood and 
mutual service may dawn. Strengthen all the agencies of thy 
church which are laboring for the happiness and welfare of all 
people, that they may find in thee their salvation and their 
peace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers New and Old 

OFFEKTORY SENTENCE: Every man shall give as he is able, accord- 
ing to the blessings of the Lord your God which he has given 
you. 

THE DOXOLOGY 

MEDITATION: The Church in the City 

(Introduce this meditation by announcing that before beginning 
you would like the group to turn to the hymn "Where Cross the 
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Crowded Ways of Life" 9 in the hymnal After each scripture read- 
ing the group is to respond by singing one stanza of the hijmn.) 

Frank Mason North knew the city well, for he had city par- 
ishes and spent many years working for the New York City 
Mission and Church Extension Society. Shortly after preaching 
a sermon on the text, "Go ye therefore into the partings of the 
highways'* (Matt. 22:9, AMERICAN: STANDARD VERSION), he was 
caught up in the idea and wrote the hymn "Where Cross the 
Crowded Ways of Life." 

The words of this hymn became a symbol to many Christians 
of the church ministering to the big city, and they have been 
carved on the side of a large church that stands at the inter- 
section of two major streets in the city of St. Louis, for all 
passers-by to see and remember. 

Let us take time now to consider carefully what the words of 
Dr. North's hymn mean, coupling each stanza with a related 
passage of scripture. 

Leader reads Matthew 23:37-39 

Group sings stanza 1 of "Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life." 

Leader: Matthew 8: 14-17 

Group: Stanza 2 of the hymn 

Leader: Matthew 9:10-13 

Group: Stanza 3 

Leader: Matthew 25:35-40 

Group: Stanza 4 

Leader: Matthew 8:1-3 

Group: Stanza 5 

Leader: 1 John 4:16, 20-21 

Group: Stanza 6 

(At the conclusion the entire hymn may be sung softly, as a 
prayer.) 
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RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

* Suggested Themes 

Forward Through the Ages Where'er the Sun 

* Recommended Hymns 

Fling Out the Banner I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord We've 
a Story to Tell to the Nations 

* Appropriate Scripture Readings 

The Great Commission-Matthew 28:16-20 The Good Shep- 
herd-John 10:14-16 The Disciples First Called Christians- 
Acts 11:19-26 Paul Becomes Apostle to the Gentiles Acts 
13:44-49 Paul Preaches to the Athenians-Acts 17:16-28 A 
Missionary Letter Colossians 1:1-8 



THE CHURCH: UNITY 

Use a model of a church for a worship setting. This may be of 
plastic, cardboard, or wood, but should be smaller th^n the cross 
you ordinarily use on your worship center. The model of the 
church should be placed directly in front of the cross. 

For the world-wide church the best symbol is that of the World 
Council of Churches with the church represented by a ship. The 
ship is an ancient symbol for the church and reminds us that the 
first disciples were fishermen. 

A SERVICE ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH 

The meditation used in this service is especially designed for 
World-wide Communion Sunday, but the service itself can be 
used for other occasions by substituting the selection The Unity 
of the Church," page 151, or another meditation. 

THEME: One Great Fellowship 
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PBELUDE: In Christ There Is Xo East or West 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 

tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised (Ps. 96:2-4a). 

HYMX (choose one): The Church's One Foundation When from 
the Shores of Other Lands (words printed on pages 149 and 
150 of this book) 

SCRIPTUBE BEADING: Ephesians 3:14-19 

MEDITATION: The Greatest Power in the World 

World-wide Communion Sunday begins out in the Pacific 
Ocean, just west of the international date line. Christians under 
the palm trees of Fiji and Tonga are the first to receive the sym- 
bols of Christ's life and sacrifice. Then Christians in the Philip- 
pines, Japan, Hong Kong, Indonesia, and other lands of Eastern 
Asia share in the sacred service. 

Follow the journey in your mind's eye, as Christians in Thai- 
land, Burma, India, Ceylon, Pakistan, the Middle East, and 
Eastern Africa, worshiping in many and varied church structures, 
observe the Lord's Supper, 

Europe, West Africa, Latin America, the churches of conti- 
nental United States and Canada, and finally those of the fiftieth 
state, Hawaii, complete the universal observance of the central 
Christian act of worship. 

No other symbolic act of Christians is so universal as the com- 
munion. Nearly every Christian group observes it The particular 
forms of observance vary greatly, as do interpretations of its 
meaning. We bow in sorrow to think that some who call them- 
selves Christian refuse to receive communion with certain other 
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Christians. Yet in spite of this, the communion table remains a 
symbol of universal fellowship. Breaking bread together is an 
act of brotherliness; sharing a cup is the sharing of life. 

Imagine, if you will, a table so long it reaches around the 
globe. Around it gather all the Christians of the world. The ap- 
pearance of the guests at this table varies greatly. At one end 
dark complexions predominate, at another light, because of geo- 
graphical differences. Yet together they constitute one great fam- 
ilywith internal differences to be sure, as all families have, but 
acknowledging one God, one Lord and Savior. 

The church does not begin and end on our own main street, 
nor on any other main street on our continent It communes with 
its Lord in every land and in nearly every language. This is a 
thrilling fact that can come alive for all of us through World- 
wide Communion Sunday. 

A former outcaste in India trembled as he took the cup at the 
communion service. Afterwards he explained, "I felt that I had 
in my hand a power greater than any the world has ever known, 
a power to unite men everywhere in the bonds of brotherhood; 
a power far greater than the nuclear bomb, which can unite men 
only in complete and utter destruction.** Power is released when 
a symbol like that is used around the world. 

William Charles Walzer 



(choose one): One Holy Church of God Appears At 
Length There Dawns the Glorious Day 

PBAYER 

Almighty God, who hast made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on the face of the earth, remind us in this hour that 
we are but one part of a vast fellowship. Turn our thoughts out- 
ward and help us to fed a closer communion with thy whole 
church. Amen. 
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RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

Suggested Themes 

One Lord, One Faith One Holy Church of God Appears 

Recommended Hymns 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

One Body, Many Members Romans 12:1-8 One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptism-Ephesians 4:1-8 The Body of Christ- 
1 Corinthians 12:27-31 The Lords Anointed-Isaiah 61:1-3 or 
Luke 4:14-19 The Salt of the Earth-Matthew 5:13-16 

Readings 

When from the Shores of Other Lands 

When from the shores of other lands, 

Through perils of the sea, 

Came men oppressed, and pilgrim bands 

In quest of liberty, 

They kept their faith though sorely tried; 

They humbly knelt to pray. 

O thou who blessed them, stand beside 

And strengthen us today. 

We differ, Lord, in many ways, 

With many voices sing, 

Yet tune our souls to common praise, 

And one devotion bring. 

O grant us now the zeal that fills 

With courage from above; 

Unite our hearts and move our wills 

To common works of love. 
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O heal the rifts of Christendom, 
That other men may see 
One Spirit in our midst, and come 
To share our unity. 
Teach us to love beyond our creed, 
To care beyond our kin; 
Turn noble thought to valiant deed, 
The whole wide world to win. Amen. 
William C. Nelson in Smg to the Lord 
(These words may be sung to the tune of Att Saints New.) 

The Light Through the X-ray 

High on a hill in northeast France stands an old convent, its 
crumbling walls poised above the rolling plains of Alsace- 
Lorraine. The convent has belonged to a Protestant family since 
the French Revolution in the last decade of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Recently it was purchased by the Lutheran Church of 
Alsace, which plans to convert it into an institute or conference 
center for retreats and other lands of church gatherings. During 
a recent summer the convent was the site of an ecumenical work- 
camp. 

To this workcamp came young people from various racial, 
national, class, and church backgrounds. Their first job was to 
tear down an old barn that was beyond repair. In the process 
of getting down the heavy timbers, one of the campers had his 
foot pinned beneath a large beam. Thinking some bones might 
have been broken, the camp leader took him to the nearby vil- 
lage for an X-ray. Fortunately the X-ray showed no fracture, and 
when he left, the camper was given the X-ray picture or trans- 
parency. He limped back to the anxiously awaiting camp. The 
campers received the good news with joy and in high spirits took 
possession of the X-ray picture. They immediately nailed it to 
the middle bar of the window in the camp so that it might have 
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maximum viewing. The X-ray of an American foot became a 
camp souvenir. The sun shining through the window every morn- 
ing made the bony structure outstandingly clear. Before long the 
X-ray had a deeper meaning. For the camp maintained that it 
was a picture of the ecumenical movement The toe bones held 
to the metatarsal bones that came together at the ankle, sym- 
bolically picturing the movement of the churches toward a closer 
unity today. 

This story of the X-ray illustrates one of the chief purposes 
of the ecumenical workcamps: to provide a united witness to the 
Christian gospeL The campers are always representative of dif- 
ferent churches, nations, and races, thus demonstrating in minia- 
ture God's Household of Faith. 

Rowena Ferguson in Everywhere 

Meditation 

The Unity of the Church 

When one travels abroad, he is often asked what his nationality 
is. Unless he is hopelessly provincial, he would not answer, *1 
am a Missourian/* or 1 am a North Dakotan/* He would reply, 
"I am an American.** His identity as a member of the whole 
nation is more important than his specific location within the 
nation, or the peculiar characteristics of the locality where 
he lives. 

It is equally strange when one is asked what his religious faith 
is for him to answer, "I am a Presbyterian," or T am a Methodist* 
The correct answer would be, 1 am a Christian.* One often 
hears someone describing another by saying, Tie is of the Baptist 
faith," or "He was reared in the Lutheran aith/* Such statements 
are basically incorrect There is no Baptist faith, or Presbyterian 
faith, or Episcopal faith. There is only the Christian faith. True 
faith in Christ is exactly the same thing whether the one who has 
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it be a Quaker, a CcrxETepticnalist. a Presbyterian, or an Anglo- 
Catholic. One's relation to Christ is quite above the particular 
denomination to which he belongs, 

-Donald G. Miller in The Mature and Mission of the Church 

* Prayers 

A Litany for Unity 

Merciful God, who didst name thy Son Jesus, that he should 
save his people from their sins, 

Forgive and heal our divisions. 

Good Shepherd, who wilt gather all thy sheep in one fold, so 
there will be one flock, 

Unite us in thy truth. 

Spirit of God, who dost bestow diversities of gifts upon thy 
people for the edification of all. 

Maintain our unity in the bond of peace. 

All: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God everlasting, forgive 
and heal our divisions, unite us in thy truth, maintain our unity 
in the bond of peace. Amen. 

-When We Pray 

OUR FAITH 
A HYMN SERVICE: SINGING OXJR FATIH 

The hymns of the church express many moods and acts of 
worship and contain numerous theological statements. This serv- 
ice is made up of hymns that express the beliefs stated in the 
affirmations of faith first read by the leader and then repeated in 
unison by the group, and then expressed in a hymn. Two hymns 
are suggested after each affirmation. Choose one, or plan for still 
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another if you feel that you would like to use one that is differ- 
ent from those suggested. The hymns should be chosen ahead 
of the meeting so that the worship may proceed uninterruptedly. 

CAIX, TO WORSHIP (by the leader) 
O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to hfni with songs of praise! 

(Ps. 95:1-2) 
or 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom, and as you sing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God (Col. 3:16). 

HYMN OF PKAJSE (choose one): We Praise Thee, O God O Wor- 
ship the King 

SCBIPTUBE BEADING: Matthew 16:13-16 

MEDITATION 

(Announce in advance the pattern that this meditation is to 
take, first the reading of one of the great affirmations of the faith, 
and then the singing of a hymn expressing it. The group witt re- 
main seated throughout.) 

Leader: There are many great affirmations of the Christian faith. 
Today we are going to sing our meditation by affirming some 
of our great Christian beliefs right from our hymnal. Let us 
repeat in unison our first great belief: We believe in God, the 
Father Almighty. 

Group: We believe in God, the Father Almighty. 

HYMN (choose one): Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Praise Ye 
the Lord, the Almighty 
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Leader: Now let us repeat the second of our great affirmations 
of the Christian faith: We believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior, 

Group: We believe in Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior. 

HY*X (cJwose one): All Glory, Laud, and Honor Crown Him 

with Many Crowns 

Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit 
Group: We believe in the Holy Spirit. 

HYMN (choose one): Holy Spirit, Truth Divine Breathe on Me, 

Breath of God 

Leader: We believe in the Trinity, God the Three in One. 
Group: We believe in the Trinity, God the Three in One. 

HYMN (choose one): Holy, Holy, Holy Come, Thou Almighty 

King 

Leader: We believe in the one holy universal Christian church. 
Group: We believe in the one holy universal Christian church. 

HYMN (choose one): I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord Where Are 

Kings and Empires Now? 
Leader: We believe in expressing our gratitude to God through 

service. 
Group: We believe in expressing our gratitude to God through 

service. 

HYMN (choose one): Take My Life Christian, Rise and Act 
Thy Creed 

PRAYER (the words of a hymn, spoken or sung): Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind or God of Grace and God of Glory 

OFFERTORY BESFONSE 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whatever the gift may be; 
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All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

BENEDicnoK (choose one of the following hymns): Lord, Dismiss 
Us with Thy Blessing Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name, or 
say: 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. Amen. 



A STATEMENT OF FATIH 

Many Christians affirm their faith in die words of ancient 
creeds. A new denomination in the United States, the United 
Church of Christ (formed through a merger of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church and the Congregational and Christian 
Churches), has thought it appropriate to prepare a new State- 
ment of Faith. 

When it was adopted by the General Synod, meeting at Ober- 
lin, Ohio, on July 8, 1959, the statement which appears below 
was described as a testimony of faith rather than a test of faith. 
In that spirit, Christian young people of all denominations may 
look at it with interest, and may find in its poetic phrases a series 
of affirmations well suited to use in worship, especially during 
the Lenten season: 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our Father, and to his deeds we testify: 

He calls the worlds into being, 

creates man in his own image 

and sets before him the ways of life and death. 
He seeks in holy love to save his people from aimlessness and 

sin. 



156 WORSHIP WITH YOUTH 

He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared 

through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen 
Lord, 

he has come to us 
and shared our common lot, 
conquering sin and death 
and reconciling the world to himself. 
He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, 
creating and renewing the Church of Jesus Christ, 
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, 

tongues, and races. 
He calls us into his Church 
to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 
to be his servants in the service of men, 
to proclaim the gospel to all the world 
and resist the powers of evil, 
to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 
to join him in his passion and victory. 
He promises to all who trust him 
forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
his presence in trial and rejoicing, 
and eternal life in his kingdom which has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him. Amen. 

PERSONAL RELIGIOUS LIVING: 
CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE 

Pictures appropriate for the worship center when the service 
has to do with the Christian home and family life are "Tisch- 
gebet* (Table Grace) or "Christ the Welcome Guest," both by 
von Uhde. 
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RESOURCES FOR SERVICES 

A Suggested Theme 
God of Our Families 

Recommended Hymns 

For the Beauty of the Earth From Homes of Quiet Peace 
O Happy Home, Where Thou Art Loved the Dearest Thou 
Whose Feet Have Climbed Life's Hill 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

Forbearing One Another-Colossians 3:12-25 What God Has 
Joined Together-Mark 10:2-9 What Befits Sound Doctrine- 
Titus 2:1-10 

Meditation 

Jesus at Home 

When we turn our thoughts to Jesus* childhood and his home 
life in Nazareth, we are likely to think of him growing up as a 
solitary child, learning at his mother's knee, helping his father 
in the carpenter shop, and playing out in the fields with other 
children from the town. It is hard to imagine him as being ex- 
posed to the rough-and-tumble land of family life that many erf 
us experience in our own homes today. But the Gospels tell us 
that Jesus was one of many children, and that he learned first- 
hand about the trials and tribulations of home life. 

When we try to picture Jesus as a growing boy, we need to 
remember that he lived in a house of one, or at most, two rooms, 
and that there were at least six other children. Very likely the 
family had only a modest income so that everyone in the family 
needed to turn to and work hard in order to make ends meet. 
When later in his teaching he used the example of the futility 
of patching an old garment with new unshrunken doth, he must 
have recalled the old days when his own clothing bore many a 
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patch. His story of the woman searching for a lost coin also car- 
ried a note of sympathy as coming from one who knew firsthand 
a household's need for every bit of money. 

As the oldest of seven children, Jesus must have had to do his 
share of baby-sitting at home. Perhaps it was there that his great 
love of children developed, his gift of making children feel at 
ease with him* 

When from the cross Jesus said to the disciple whom he loved, 
who was standing near Mary, Jesus' mother, "Behold your 
mother! 7 * he was giving the last full measure of earthly affection 
to his mother whom he had loved and reverenced ever since his 
baby days. In a time when women were usually regarded as 
being no better than slaves, Jesus' thought for his mother and 
his gestures of respect toward all women were evidence of a new 
respect for the position of women that would endure to our 
own time. 

Undoubtedly, too, the joy that Jesus took in weddings and 
other celebrations he first learned in his home, where religious 
festivals and feasts were carefully observed according to devout 
Jewish custom. 

Where but in his home and in his father's carpenter shop could 
Jesus have come to know the love of a boy for his father, and of 
a father for a son, so that he could teach us, his followers, to 
think of God as our loving Father? 

Jesus must have valued his home, for he remained there until 
he was thirty. Tliere he knew, even as young people do today, 
the worries, the jealousies, which are always a part of home life, 
however ideal; and the love and reconciliation which can resolve 
these difficulties for any family member who will try to exercise 
something of the sympathy and forgiveness that Jesus must have 
shown in his home as he grew "in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man.** 
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Prayers 

A Litany for Growing Up 

Because you have planned for us to grow up into the measure 
of the fullness of the stature of Christ, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In depth of feeling and in self-control, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In our willingness to accept responsibility and to share our time 
for the good of others, 

Help us to grow today, God. 

In concern for the happiness of others, and in ability to see and 
do things which will contribute to their happiness, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In choosing the best in leisure activities, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In our spiritual understanding and in the closeness of our rela- 
tionship to you, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In appreciation for those who are different from ourselves, but 
also in strong loyalty to what we believe to be right, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

In the strength and beauty of holiness, and into the likeness of 
Jesus, 

Help us to grow today, O God. 

Lois Horton Young 
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PERSONAL RELIGIOUS LIVING: PRAYER 
Appropriate pictures for the worship center include: "Praying 

Hands" by Diirer, "Christ in Gethsemane" by Hoffman, "Jesus in 

Gethsemane" by Barosin. 
A very dramatic setting can be created by having one or two 

members of the group robed and kneeling before the worship 

center, their backs to the worshipers. 

IHEME: Teach Us to Pray 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Dearly beloved, in the holy quiet of this hour, 
let us draw nigh to him who heareth prayer; let us remember 
that he Ksteneth more to our hearts than to our words. 

HYMN OF PRAISE (choose one): Come, Thou Almighty Kong All 
Creatures of Our God and King 

saoFTURE READING: Matthew 6:5-15 



K: What Prayer Is Not 
Prayer is not primarily asking God for something. The question 
so often heard, TDoes God answer prayer?** implies that asking is 
the chief thing about praying. But that is not the case at all. See 
how much asking is contained in the prayer which Jesus gave his 
disciples as a model for them to follow. The Lord's Prayer begins 
by speaking to God, and about him. We say that his name is to 
be held in reverence. We express the great hope of the coming of 
his kingdom, and the doing of his will on earth as in heaven. Not 
until we are halfway through do we express any petitions at all, 
and these are of a most general sort. We ask for our daily bread, 
which means not merely a loaf of bread but all that we need for 
our day-to-day existence. We ask that God will forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And we ask that we 
be not led into any more temptation than we can stand. That is 
all! Tten our thoughts turn back to God once more, and we 
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acknowledge that the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
belong to him forever. 

There is nothing here in the way of a request that tomorrow 
may be a nice day for the Sunday school picnic; or that we may 
get a job we are hoping for very much; or even that such and 
such a sick person may be made well. Certain phrases of this sort 
we would hesitate to insert into the Lord's Prayer. They don't 
seem to belong to it. The Lord's Prayer is not primarily about us 
at all; it is chiefly about God. 

This is not to say that God is necessarily displeased if we ask 
him for this or that occasionally. He knows that we are just chil- 
dren, and he may be glad to have us turn to him, even when we 
have the wrong things in mind and in our speech. A little fellow 
may run to his father, asking for the moon which hangs bright in 
the sky. The father does not argue with his boy or become angry 
at him, even if the request is out of order. The father smiles at 
him, pats him on the head, and the two are closer together than 
they were before. Thus it may be with God and us. But our re- 
quests to God, beseeching him to do something for us or for the 
world, are scarcely necessary. He already knows about our needs. 
And he is already doing all that is possible. If he is a Father, we 
can scarcely imagine him increasing his efforts upon our request. 
The main point of prayer does not He in asking, 

Nevin C. Harner in I Believe 

PRAYER HYMN: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 
(The group remains seated and sings this hymn very softly.) 

SEASON OF DIRECTED PRAYER 

(Here the leader suggests a brief prayer thought, and the group 
prays silently. The leader allows at least 15 seconds for each 
period of silent prayer. When the group becomes accustomed to 
such prayer periods, this interval may be lengthened to 30 sec- 
onds, then 45 seconds, and finally a full minute. Silence is impor- 
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tant in worship, but is difficult for an inexperienced leader to 

handle skillfully.) 

Leader: Let us bow in silent prayer. (Pause) Let us give thanks 
to God for the world he has created. (Pause) Let us give thanks 
for Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came that we might 
know God as our Father. (Pause) Let us give thanks that we 
are privileged to draw near to God in prayer. (Pause) 

We give thee thanks, Lord God of our salvation, because thou 
doest all things for the good of our life, that we may always look 
steadfastly unto thee, the Savior and Benefactor of our souls, for 
thou hast refreshed us in the night passed and raised us up, and 
brought us to worship thy glorious name. We beseech thee to give 
us grace and power that we may be accounted worthy to sing 
praise to thee with understanding, and to pray to thee without 
ceasing. Amen. 

Daybreak Liturgy (Eastern Orthodox Church) 

OFFERTORY SENTIENCE: As we have prayed in our hearts, so now 
let our prayers be in our deeds. 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless us and keep us: 
The Lord make his face to shine 

upon us, and be gracious to us: 
The Lord lift up his countenance 

upon us, and give us peace (Num. 6:24-26, adapted) 

A DIALOGUE ON THE LORD'S PRAYER 
THEME; Thy Kingdom Come 

HYMN OF PRAISE (choose one): Father Eternal, Ruler of Creation 
These Things Shall Be 

SCRIPTCRE HEADING: Luke 11:1-13 
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PRAYER 

O Father of men, who hast promised that the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdom of thy Son: purge the nations 
of error and corruption; overthrow the power of sin; and estab- 
lish his kingdom of grace in every land Incline the hearts of all 
governors and peoples to the Lord of lords and the King of longs, 
that he may enter into their cities, churches, and homes, to dwell 
there, and rule all things by his word and spirit Amen. 

Paul G. Macy in A Book of Warship for Free Churches 

MEDITATION: The Lord's Prayer, a Dialogue 

The leader stands at the front of the room. The Scoffer may 
speak from anywhere in the audience. The leader actually prays 
the portions of the prayer in spite of the interruptions from the 
Scoffer. As the leader begins the prayer, the Scoffer speaks up 
quickly so as to make his opening question an actual interruption. 

The speakers are impatient with each other, but they grow in 
understanding as the leader begins to realize that the Scoffer 
has a point, until, at the end, each makes a genuine effort to help 
the other gain new insight. 

Leader: "Our Father . . ." 

Scoffer (belligerently): What do you mean, "Our Father*? 

Leader: Why, I mean God. He's our Father. He is the Creator 
of the universe. He made man in his own image. 

Scoffer: Yeah? What image? Was he black or white or yellow? 

Leader: The Bible just says "God created man in his own 
image/* I guess color doesn't matter to God. 

Scoffer: Well, it matters to me. I'm speaking for the colored 
people of the world. You're hypocritical when you say "Our 
Father." If he's your father and mine, that makes us brothers, 
doesn't it? Would you say your brother can't eat in the same 
restaurant with you just because his skin is dark? 

Leader: I don't care where you eat! 
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Scoffer: Sure you don't care. You don't care where I can't eat 
either. Just let me try to get a meal in some cities of our country. 
You won't let me. Xot because you care, but because you don't 
careand you never do anything about it. 

Leader *'*r7pct f cx*W: "Our Father . . ." O.K., now I want to 

pray * 
Scoffer: There you go again. Why do you say "Father"? My 

father loves me. He gives me what I need. 

Leader: So does God. Jesus said, "God is love." He takes care 
of us too. He tries to counsel us and guide us, but he doesn't make 
us follow his advice. He helps us, but we don't always use his 
help. He gives us what we need too. Scientists say that we know 
how to produce enough of everything the world needs. God gives 
us that ability. He provides the sun and the rain, the soil and the 
seed, the strength and the knowledge. 

Scoffer: So why are one third of the people of the world 
hungry? 

Leader: That isn't God's fault. He teaches us to help each 
other. He gives, but we don't distribute his gifts very well. There's 
too much selfishness. Everyone wants to keep what he has with- 
out sharing. Now let us pray: "Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.'* 

Scoffer: Wanta know what I think about that? It's crazy to pray 
to anyone millions of miles away. And if you think anyone is 
going to think your God's name is holy when he doesn't do any- 
thing to help them when they are hungry and cold, or despised 
or lonely, or sick or homelesswell, "holy" isn't what they'd say. 

Leader: You don't understand very well. Heaven isn't a place 
in the slcy. Heaven is anywhere that God is. Heaven is where 
there's happiness and love. 

And God does do something about people's misery. That's why 
we pray; Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.** We know that God wants everyone to be happy and 
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to have enough of everything. But God can't make us do what is 
right. He tells us and helps us and nudges us, but he can't make 
us do what he wants. 

Scoffer: So why do you ask him to? 

Leader: It isn't just asking. When we pray, we are telling God 
that if he will help us, well do these things. We don't mean it if 
we're not willing to help. 

Scoffer: Yeah! What if his kingdom did come-tomorrow! 
Where would you be? Mighty uncomfortable. III bet. Where 
would you hide your race prejudice? What about the way you 
buy milk shakes when all over the world there are babies who 
don't have milk? What about that member of your church who 
won't hire a Negro? You don't even like Jews, and Jesus was a 
Jew! Why lots of churches don't want Xegroes to worship with 
them. 

Leader: Maybe we don't act like good citizens of God's king- 
dom. But we want to be. That's why we're here now. We're try- 
ing to become good citizens of his kingdom, worthy to say **Our 
Father." 

Say, you have some good ideas. Why don't you pray with me: 
"Give us this day our daily bread"? 

Scoffer (beginning to be conciliatory): That's all right, but you 
say God has already given it. We need to get people to start 
sharing. How about all the potatoes that have been dumped in 
the rivers? All the grain in storage tanks? The greatest prosperity 
our country has ever known. I guess you're right that isn't God's 
fault, but ours. 

Leader: The trouble with us is that we want to save bread for 
tomorrow and the next day, when many, many people had none 
at all yesterday and haven't any today. That's why we must pray: 
"And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors." 

Scoffer: Fd be scared to pray that. It's hard for me to forgive. 
Look at the war-crimes trials. Forgiveness means holding no 
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grudges, no resentments, taking no revenge. You really have to 
love people to pray like that. 

Leader: We don't think about that when we pray, but that's 
what Jesus meant* He forgave everyone. Even when they cruci- 
fied him, he asked God to forgive them. 

I guess Jesus thought his followers would forgive. If we fail 
in this, we are not his followers. If we do forgive, we don't need 
to be afraid. 

He wants you to be his followers too. You can be if you pray as 
he did: "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil" 

Scoffer: Do you mean to say your Father God deliberately 
tempts you? I have trouble enough with my friends without any- 
thing like that! 

Leader: I guess we don't think much about that either. God 
doesn't really tempt us except that he is always challenging us, 
and it's a temptation not to accept the challenge to live coura- 
geously. 

Anyway, the apostle Paul says that no man has a temptation 
greater than he can resist Sometimes it's better to drop some of 
our friends if they tempt us to be less than our best. If we are to 
help God answer this part of our prayer, we need to associate 
with people who encourage us to do God's will. We are not 
strong enough ourselves. That's why we say: "For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever.** 

Scoffer: That's strange too. What does it mean? 

Leader: It means that God's kingdom is right here, and that his 
laws are the laws of life, that the power for good is from God and 
is available to men. It also means that we should give God the 
glory or credit for whatever good we achieve, because he enables 
us to do it 

Scoffer: Maybe you're not hypocritical not if you can pray 
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that prayer sincerely. Ill pray it with you, and try to help you 
and God to answer it too. John H. Huston 

(Bath pray the Lord's Prayer with the group joining in.) 

CLOSING HYMN* (choose one): Thy Kingdom Come, O Lord At 
Length There Dawns the Glorious Day 

RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

Suggested Themes 

Not for Ourselves Alone We Pray Now Thank We All Our God 
We Grow More Like to Thee What Is Prayer? 

Recommended Hymns 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God Dear Lord and Father of Man- 
kind Have Thine Own Way, Lord! Just As I Am, Thine Own 
to Be 'Mid All the Traffic of the Ways Spirit of God, Descend 
upon My Heart 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

Sacrifice Acceptable to God Psalm 51 : 12, 15-17 Let Us Worship 
and Bow Down Psalm 95:1-7 And When You Pray Matthew 
6:5-15 Two Men at Prayer Luke 18:9-14 Jesus in Gethsem- 
ane-Luke 22:39-46 

Readings 

Prayer for Others 

Many people have less difficulty in believing in prayer for 
themselves than they do in prayer for others. The possible excep- 
tion is when that other we pray for is one bound closely to us in 
family ties or bonds of friendship. When we do hold up before 
God the life and needs of another, then can come a real sense of 
what it means to share in God's work and in his concern. 
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A famous college dean told how he prayed to God to help 
students who desperately needed his help, and named each stu- 
dent by name before God. Later there came the new insight 
through the prayer itself and he began to pray: "Lord, help me 
to know how to help John, and Frank, and Joe." In intercessory 
prayer one seldom ends where he begins. Have you ever felt 
and known a difference in your own life because an individual 
person or a group of persons prayed for you? 

Our Christian Beliefs 

Prayer and the Great Stone Face 

A good analogy of prayer is Nathaniel Hawthorne's story of 
the Great Stone Face. You may recall the details of the story. 
Looking down upon a remote and peaceful valley was the out- 
line of a strong and gentle face, traced out in huge rocks on a 
mountainside. A legend, which went back to the times of the 
Indians, promised that a child would be born in this neighbor- 
hood who in his manhood would be the precise image of the 
Great Stone Face. The central character of the story is a boy 
named Ernest, who grew into manhood within sight of the Great 
Stone Face. From his mother he heard the famous legend, 
and many an hour at twilight he would gaze at the rocky coun- 
tenance on the mountainside, and wonder when the human like- 
ness of the Face would appear. Three times in succession, men 
who had been born in the valley and gone forth to make a name 
in the world, returned and were hailed widely as the fulfillment 
of the legend. The first was Mr. Gathergold, a man of great 
wealth. The next was Old Blood-and-Thunder, a famous general. 
And the last was Old Stony Phiz, a successful politician. But 
each time Ernest looked in vain to find in these men a resem- 
blance to the Face on the mountain. By now Ernest was an old 
man, widely known for his kindliness and wisdom. He had be- 
come unofficial pastor and preacher to the valley, and people 
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came from afar to consult him. It was a poet who had the dis- 
cernment finally to see that Ernest himself carried the exact 
resemblance of the Great Stone Face. He had lived in its pres- 
ence so steadily, that its likeness had been stamped upon him. 
That is what we mean by prayer. 

Nevin C. Harner in I Believe 

Prayer 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 
The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 

Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try, 
Prayer, the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 

O thou by whom we come to God 
The life, the truth, the way 
The path of prayer thyself hast trod, 
Lord, teach us how to pray! 

James Montgomery, 1819 

Prayers 

A Litany of Confession 

Too long, O Father, have we tried thy patience! Too often have 
we betrayed the sacred trust thou hast given us to keep; yet 
still thou art willing that we may come to thee, as we now do, 
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beseeching thee to drown our transgressions in the sea of thine 

infinite love: 

Our failure to be true even to our own accepted standards; 

Our self -deception in the face of temptation; 

Our choosing of the worse when we know the better; 

O Lord, forgive. 

Our failure to apply to ourselves the standards of conduct we 

demand of others; 

Our blindness to the suffering of others, and our slowness to 

learn from our own suffering; 

Our complacency toward wrongs that do not touch our own case, 

and our oversensitivity to those that do; 

Lord, forgive. 

Our slowness to see the good in our fellows and the evil in our- 
selves; 

Our hardness of heart toward our neighbors* faults, and our readi- 
ness to make allowance for our own; 

Our unwillingness to believe that thou hast called us to a small 
work and our brother to a great one. 

O Lord, forgive. Amen. 

PERSONAL RELIGIOUS LIVING: SCHOOL LIFE 

Along with cross and candles on the worship table arrange a 
notebook, pencil, ruler, chemistry flask, and the like, or a row of 
school books together with the Bible, to indicate that the service 
has to do with school life. 

RESOURCES FOR SERVICES 
* Suggested Themes 
I Would Be True The Vocation of the Student 
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Recommended Hymns 

Be Strong I Bind My Heart This Tide I Would Be True 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian Now in the Days of Youth O 
Master, Let Me Walk with Thee O Young and Fearless Prophet 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

Be Strong in the Lord Ephesians 6:10-18 Let No One De- 
spise Your Youth-1 Timothy 4:11-16 

Reading 

A Student's Hymn 

Creator of the universe, 
We lift our minds to thee; 
Enlighten them and lead our thought 
In fearless liberty. 

Let not our search for truth in things 
From thee our souls divide; 
Thou art the living Lord of truth; 
Thy Spirit be our guide! 

When minds are dulled with studying, 

When words no life afford, 

When fields of knowledge seem too vast, 

Sustain us then, O Lord* 

Let not the love of easy ways 

Leave deeper truth unknown; 

Teach us that power to learn and grow 

Is found in thee alone. 

Make every desk an altar, Lord; 
Our studying a prayer; 
The classroom doors cathedral gates 
To those who enter there. 



172 WORSHIP wrra YOUTH 

Let science find in thee its truth; 
Technology, its goal; 
Philosophy, its noblest thought: 
Thy light makes knowledge whole! 
J, Donald Hughes 
(May be sung to the tune Materna or St. Leonard.) 

* Prayers 

Far Good Student-Faculty Relationships 

Grant, O Lord, a right mutual regard between student and 
teacher in our midst; spare either from arrogance, suspicion, 
pride, enmity, or false parading of knowledge; endue both with 
humility, trust for each other, and such personal concern as 
reaches beyond course and classroom in wider Christian under- 
standing, through him who was both learner and teacher of life. 
Amen, The Student Prayerbook 

Af Examination Time 

O Lord, throughout our examinations grant us a quiet mind, a 
good memory, and a ready comprehension of what we have 
studied, and keep us ever honest in deed and in thought, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Joseph B, Beraardin in Prayers for Schools and Colleges 

When Preparing for Examinations 

O Lord, who knowest the secrets of the heart, be with those 
now preparing for examinations. Help them to face their task 
with calmness, confidence, and courage; with wisdom, faithful- 
ness, and honesty; that they may do justice both to themselves 
and to their teachers, and set forth tiby glory, who thyself art 
wisdom and truth, and the giver of knowledge, and of every vir- 
tue and good gift in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

-S. P. T. Prideaux 
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PERSONAL RELIGIOUS LIVING: SERVICE 
An appropriate picture for the worship center would be "Go 
Ye into All the World" by Burnand. 

Posters from Church World Service would be good, especially 
if the group is concerned with the "Share Our Surplus" program 
or the nationwide observance "One Great Hour of Sharing." 

THEME: Answering God's Call 
PRELUDE: Christ of the Upward Way 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

And Christ said to them: "You shall be my witnesses in Jeru- 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Actsl:8b). 

HYMN: The Voice of God Is Calling 

READING: Then Only Shall I Dare 

Today I shall stretch forth my mind 

And it shall go 

Into the far-off, misty places of the earth. 

I shall walk beside the laborers in the rice fields 

Ankle-deep all day in mud; 

I shall beat clothing on flat rocks; 

I shall reach my hand into the ever-bubbling pot 

And draw out whale meat 

Today I shall smell spicy bark, 

And know the feel of ironwood and jade. 

Today, I shall stretch forth my heart 

And it shall feel 

The terrors of the unlearned ones 

Who live in constant fear of evil things. 

And I shall hear the sick 

Cry out as the witch doctor enters. 
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I shall know the thirst of the illiterate 
Who long to read. 
I shall see children sold as slaves, 
And watch starved babies eating grass. 

Today I shall stretch forth my hands 

And I shall share 

My bounty with the world's less fortunate; 

I shall have a part in the teaching of the world, 

And feeding of its poor, 

The clothing of its naked, shivering ones. 

With my help shall its tortured flesh be healed; 

Then only then, 

Can I endure my warmth and light and food. 

Then only shall I dare to kneel and pray. 

Margaret Chaplin Anderson in World Outlook 

MEDITATIOX IN* CHORIC SPEECH: I Will Go 

Dark Voices; When God began to create the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a desolate waste, with darkness covering the 
abyss and a tempestuous wind raging over the surface of the 
waters. 

Light Voices: Then God said, "Let there be light!" And there 
was light; and God saw that the light was good. 

Unison; And God saw that the light was good. 

Light Voices: God created man in his own image; in the image 
of God he created him; God saw that all that he had made was 
very good. 

Solo 1: Generation upon generation see the light and the good- 
ness of God, 

But the godly cease to be, 

For the faithful disappear from the sons of men. 
They speak lies each with his neighbor; 
With false lip and double heart they speak. 
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Solo 2: Woe to those who call evil good, 
And good evil; 
Who count darkness as light, 
And light as darkness! 

Solo 3: The prophet sees visions and dreams dreams. 
He sees the sin of his people, but all is not despair. 
The people that walked in darkness 
Have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness 
On them has light shone. 

Solo 4: Upon whom has light shone? 
And who makes the light to shine? 

Dark Voices: You are the light of the world! A city that is built 
upon a hill cannot be hidden. People do not light a lamp and put 
it under a peck-measure; they put it on its stand and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. Your light must burn in that way among 
men. 

Unison: Go to the whole world and proclaim the good news to 
all the creation. 

Solo 1: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, **Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?" 

Solo 2: Let me first go and bury my father. 

So/o 3; I cannot go, for I have my business to look after. 

SoZo 4: I am not a leader. 

SoZo 5; My mother is ill. I cannot leave her. 

Dark Voices: The curtains of the sanctuary were torn asunder, 
and a darkness fell upon the earth. And there was silence as of 
misery and death. 

Light Voices: But out of the darkness there came a great light 

SoZo 1; I saw him die on the cross. 

SoZo 2: He had a great love for everyone. 

SoZo 3: That is why he gave his life for them. 

SoZo 4: And for us. 
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Solo 5: He said that whoever believed in him \\ill do such 
things as he does, and things greater yet. 

Unison: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
For the Lord has anointed me; 
He has sent me to bring good news to the lowly, 
To bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives. 
And release to the prisoners; 
To proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 
So to 1: Once again I hear the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?" 

Unison: Go to the whole world and proclaim the good news to 
all the creation. 

Solo 1: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, <c Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?** 

Solo 2: I will go, for I must share my new happiness with 
others. 

Solo 3: I will go, to heal sick bodies and to work to restore life 
to the dying. 

Solo 4: I will give my money that others may go. 
Solo S: I will go to bring the new light to others, for it is a 
great light that shines within me. 

Unison: The light is still shining in the darkness, for the dark- 
ness has never put it out. Your light can shine within you. Open 
your heart to love all creatures of every race and nation. Your 
hands can build peace and good will. Your lives can be given to 
your brother's service, here and in any land. 

Arranged by Barbara Fuchs 

HYMN OF DEDICATION: Take My Life, and Let It Be 

PRAYER 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as thou deservest; to give 
and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; 
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to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask for any 
reward, save that of knowing that we do thy will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Ignatius Loyola, 1491 

RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

Suggested Themes 

We Serve amid Our Daily Tasks Whom Shall I Send 

Recommended Hymns 

Christ of the Upward Way Jesus Calls Us Light of the 
World, We Hail Thee Now in the Days of Youth Take My 
Life The Voice of God Is Calling We Thank Thee, Lord 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

Who Will Go for Us?-Isaiah 6:1-8 Let Your Light So Shine- 
Matthew 5:13-16 The Laborers Are Few-Matthew 9:35-38 
The Good and Faithful Servant-Matthew 25:14-28 As You Did 
It to One of the Least-Matthew 25:35-40 Who Is Fit for the 
Kingdom?-Luke 9:57-62 If Anyone Serves Me-John 12:24-26 
Living the Christian Life Romans 12:1-11 

Readings 

Witness of a Postman 

He was a postman and war was not his game. Yet during 
World War II he was sent from his home in a village at the foot 
of Mount Fuji to Guadalcanal, to fight with Japanese troops. 

When Americans attacked, the Japanese were greatly out- 
numbered. In retreat, the postman escaped to the jungle with a 
few of his friends. One by one, they succumbed to hunger and 
disease. 

The last survivor, the young Japanese lay on the ground one 
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day ill and starving. He heard the sound of footsteps approach- 
ing through the brush, and a moment later three armed soldiers 
stood over him. Too weak to raise his hands in surrender, he 
waited for the vicious thrust that would end his life. 

One of the soldiers knelt beside him, and he heard an amazing 
word; "Friend," Strong arms lifted him, and he lost consciousness 
with the word "friend" still ringing in his ears. 

Many days later he found himself in a hospital bed in New 
Zealand. He was a prisoner of war, but he was kindly treated, 
and a chaplain visited him every day. Before his release, he be- 
came a Christian. 

After he returned home, he led his family to Christianity. 
When he acquired a house, he dedicated it with a candlelight 
service and made it available for the prayer meetings of his rural 
church. His daily witness has been best described by those who 
speak of him as "the mailman who delivers the gospel along with 
the mail." 

-Christian World Facts, 1958-59 

A Hymn Meditation-Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

Many hymns have been written at great moments in great lives. 
This is the story of one such hymn and of the dedicated man who 
wrote it. 

John Fawcett was born in Yorkshire, England in 1739. He 
was left an orphan at the age of twelve and was apprenticed to 
a tailor. In his apprenticeship, he had to work fourteen hours a 
day; but somehow with great persistence, he taught himself to 
read. At fifteen, inspired by a sermon, he decided to become a 
preacher* 

John Fawcett's first parish, in Wainsgate, England was a 
straggly duster of houses with a small group of people who could 
neither read nor write. The parishioners were poor fanners and 
shepherds, but they had built a small, damp church with little 
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stock instead of pews. As their minister, John Fawcett received 
only twenty pounds a year salary and with his wife boarded 
around at the homes in the parish. After their four children were 
born, the Fawcetts lived in such poverty that a typical day's 
meals consisted of porridge for breakfast, potatoes for dinner, 
and potatoes for supper. 

At long last a call came from Carter's Lane Baptist Church in 
London. This meant a larger salary, a wider field of usefulness, 
and a chance for se!-inrprcvement. John and his wife decided to 
accept the call to the new church; but as they were leaving, the 
tears and devotion of the people at Wainsgate touched them 
deeply. 

Then the heart had its way over the head. The Fawcetts stayed 
for a ministry of fifty-four years in Wainsgate and nearby Heben 
Bridge. The Sunday after he reached his decision Mr. Fawcett 
preached from the text in Lulce 12:15: "A man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things he possesseth." After the ser- 
mon, he lined out, and the congregation sang, the hymn he had 
written the previous midnight: "Blest Be the Tie That Binds," 

This self-sacrificing decision on the part of John and Mary 
Fawcett brought a new impulse to the preacher's mind and a 
new power. He opened a training school for young preachers, 
published a volume of hymns, built a new meetinghouse, and 
wrote several books. 

The hymn TBIest Be the Tie That Binds* is John Fawcett's 
monument. For nearly two hundred years it has been the parting 
benediction upon all kinds of religious gatherings the world 
around. 

PERSONAL RELIGIOUS LIVING: STEWARDSHIP 

For a worship setting use a triptych with the words Time," 
Talent," Treasure," one at the head of each of the three panels. 
Appropriate symbols to place beneath these words would be an 
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hourglass for time, a hand or a pair of hands outstretched for 
talent, and some moneybags for treasure. On the worship table 
the offering plates may be prominently displayed. 

If you are taking part in your own church's stewardship drive, 
you might use one of your denominational stewardship posters 
for a backdrop for your worship center. 

THEME: The Gifts We Give 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory "-Isaiah 6:3b 

HYMN OF PRAISE (choose one): Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 25:14-30 



N: The Two-talent Man 

In a small Indiana town there is a shoemaker who serves as 
sexton of his church on Sundays. For forty years he has played 
the violin, and every Sunday finds hfm in the choir with his violin. 
One Sunday his new minister heard frfa play for the first time, 
and the minister thought he had never heard a violin played with 
such artistic skill. He said to the man, "Otto, you're truly a 
violinist; you're a genius. You could have been a concert violinist" 

But the old man insisted he was not so good. Otto had been a 
child prodigy in tihe old country. His parents and his friends 
thought he was wonderful. On one occasion a great violin teacher 
visited Prague and consented to hear the boy play. At the con- 
clusion he said, "Otto, you are a good violinist. You have a gift. 
But you do not have 'the gift/ But you must always play. , . . 
You see, Otto, the world does not depend at all upon the so-called 
great ones for its music, but upon people like you." 

The bulk of us are two-talent people. There are some highly 
gifted and some less well endowed. Most of us have a gift but 
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not "the gift." Though we may sing in the choir we would never 
give Pat Boone much competition. Yet we ha\ e as much obliga- 
tion to sing as he does to lead the songs in his own home church. 
What has our church asked to have done lately? Has there 
been a need for someone to play the piano? or help in the 
nursery? or lead a worship service? Perhaps someone else has 
"the gift." But before we say no, we need to remember that God 
does not depend on the so-called great ones, but on people like us. 

PRAYER 

We acknowledge thy lordship in all things, O God of heaven 
and earth, who controllest the whole universe, our world and 
everything in it. Be pleased to accept our gratitude for thy 
mastery of life in all its forms. Help us to present ourselves 
willingly in the service of thy Son who offered his life for us all. 
Amen. 

Friedrich Rest in Worship Aids for 52 Services 

HYMN OF DEDICATION: Take My Life 

RESOURCES FOR OTHER SEBVICES 

Suggested Themes 

Take My Moments and My Days Take My Silver and My Gold 
Time, Talent, Treasure We Give Thee but Thine Own 

Recommended Hymns 

Give of Your Best to the Master Lord, Speak to Me Take My 
Life Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord The Voice of God Is 
Calling We Thank Thee, Lord, Thy Paths of Service Lead 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

God or Caesar?-Mark 12:13-17 The Widow's Gift-Mark 12:41- 
44 Abundance of Possessions Luke 12:13-21 Do Not Be 
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Ajaxious-Luke 12:22-34 He Who Is Faithful in Little-Luke 
16:1-13 He Who Sows SparIngIy-2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

* Readings 

An Offering Hymn 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate'er the gift may be: 
All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as thou blessest us, 
To thee, our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
To find a balm for woe, 
To tend the lone and fatherless, 
Is angels* work below. 

The captive to release, 
To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace- 
It is a Christ-like thing. 

And we believe thy word, 
Though dim our faith may be; 
Whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
We do it unto thee. 

William Walsham How 
(These words may be sung as a hymn to the tune Schumann.) 

What Excuse Do You Use? 
Horace Bushnell once made a discerning list of all persons who 
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might be considered eligible to be excused from giving to mis- 
sions. Here is the list: 

Those who believe that it is "every man for himself* in this 
world. 

Those who believe that Jesus Christ made a mistake when he 
said: "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole 
creation.** 

Those who regret that missionaries ever came to their ancestors 
with this good news. 

Those who believe that the gospel is not the power of God and 
cannot save anybody. 

Those w r ho want no share in the final victor)'. 

Those who believe they are not accountable to God for the 
money entrusted to them. 

Those who are prepared to accept the final sentence: "As you 
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me," 

When we are little, or even after we are in high school, when 
we need to be excused from some activity at school one of our 
parents writes a note to the teacher, "Please excuse Johnny 
because. . ." 

There are times in life, however, when we must assume respon- 
sibility for things ourselves. Young people are not so young that 
they cannot be responsible for either undertaking a task or writ- 
ing their own excuses to the world for fading to undertake it. One 
task that young people need to assume is that of taking some re- 
sponsibility in tibeir church. 

What excuse do you use? Or are you among the faithful stew- 
ards who give and do not need to say, TPlease excuse me, Lord?* 

Who Would Have Guessed? 

Who would have guessed 

That my money is really another pair of feet to walk today where 
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Christ would walk if he were still a man on earth? 
Or, what is my money but another pair of hands to heal and feed 

and bless the desperate families of the earth? 
What is my money but prayer of intercession suddenly crossing 

time and space to help answer its own petition in one swift, 

unselfish gesture? 

What is mv monev but mv Other Self either hard and cold and 

* * * 

metallic, like cash in a cashbox or \vann and exciting and 
compassionate tenderness in action. 
It is my Christian Life. 

-Stewardship Facts, 1957-1958 

Prayers 

Our heavenly Father, thou hast given us much. 

For this we are grateful. 

We humbly confess that we have not used thy gifts wisely. 
We have wasted our time and our resources. We have wasted our 
money. We have hidden our abilities. 

For this we are truly sorry. 

Guide us so that we may hereafter use thy gifts in the service 
of thy kingdom. Amen. 

O Father, may it never be said of us who are thy stewards 
that, having come to an open door, we closed it, having come to 
a lighted candle, we quenched it, having heard the voice of the 
neighbor begging for bread, we made denial, speaking of our 
own ease. Rather may thy great gifts to us, both of means and of 
opportunity, work in us thy will, and may we become, for Jesus* 
sake, thy perfectly faithful stewards. Amen. Jean Mackenzie 

BROTHERHOOD 

For a worship setting an arrangement of hands reaching 
out toward one another, mounted on colored poster board, might 
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be placed as a backdrop for an open Bible and candles. The 
hands should be cut out of construction paper of different colors- 
white, yellow, red, and brown to symbolize the various races. 

TOEME: A Call to Brotherhood 

PRELUDE (choose one): O Brother Man Where Cross the 
Crowded Ways of Life 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon 

(Isa. 55:6-7). 

HYMN OF PRAISE (choose one): Bejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Ye 
Servants of God 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (read in unison) 

O God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against thee, and 
are not worthy to be called thy children. We have not loved thee 
with our whole hearts. We have not loved our neighbor as our- 
selves. We have not fought the good fight of faith. Unto thee we 
cry: O God, have mercy upon us. Renew in us clean hearts. 
In Jesus* name we pray. Amen. 

Book of Common Worship (Thirkield and Huckel ) 

WORDS OF COMFORT (by the leader): 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in Tiftn should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

SOEOPTURE READING: Luke 10:25-37 
MEDITATION: A Brother in Distress 



186 WORSHIP wrra YOUTH 

Jesus said: "Whoever seeks to gain his life will lose it, but who- 
ever loses his life will preserve it" (Luke 17:33). Fulton Oursler 
in Modern Parables tells the story of a Christian who risked his 
life in an act of brotherhood, and thereby saved himself. 

"One afternoon, the Far Eastern Christian [Sadhu Sundar 
Singh] was climbing a mountain road in Tibet. With him trav- 
eled a bonze, a Buddhist monk. The two wayfarers were well 
aware that a storm was rising and that they must reach a certain 
monastery before dark or perish in the piercing mountain cold. 
As they hastened forward in the icy wind they passed a precipice 
from which rose a groaning voice; at the bottom lay a fallen man, 
badly hurt and unable to move. The Tibetan said: 

" In my belief, here we see Karma; this is the work of Fate, 
the effect of a cause. This man's doom is to die here, while I must 
press on upon my own errand/ 

"But the Christian answered: In my own belief, I must go to 
my brother's aid/ 

"So the Tibetan hurried on his way, while Sadhu clambered 
down the slope, packed the man on his back, and struggled up- 
ward again to the darkening road. His body was dripping with 
perspiration when at last he came in sight of the lights of the 
monastery. Then he stumbled and nearly fell over an object on 
the ground, and stood, overwhelmed with pity and amazement. 
Huddled at his feet lay his Tibetan companion, frozen to death. 
But Sadhu had escaped the same doom because his hard exercise 
in carrying an injured brother on his back had kept his body 
warm, and saved his life/* 

PBAYER WTIH HYMNT BESPONSE 

(Ask the group to open their hymnals to the hymn a O Brother 
Man" and explain that they will respond to each prayer sentence 
with one stanza of the hymn, or have the prayer with the words 
of the hymn mimeographed in advance of the service.) 
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Leader: O Lord, our God, help us to learn true brotherhood; to 
know that love and kindly deeds are as prayers to thee. 

Group (sings stanza 1 of tt O Brother Man") 

Leader: We are grateful for thy Son Jesus Christ who through 
his life did set us an example of brotherhood, and through his 
life did show us thy love for us. 

Group (sings stanza 2 of "O Brother Man") 

Leader: We dedicate ourselves to thee, striving to do thy will, 
and praying that thy kingdom may come on earth. 

Group (sings stanza 3of"O Brother Man") 

BENEDICTION (by the leader) 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to 
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Jesus 
Christ, that together we may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Amen. 

RESOURCES FOB OIHER SERVICES 

Suggested Themes 

God Our Father, Christ Our Brother In Him Meet South and 
North Live and Help Live 

"Recommended Hymns 

At Length There Dawns the Glorious Day Christian, Rise and 
Act Thy Creed In Christ There Is No East or West Teach Us, 
O Lord, True Brotherhood The Voice of God Is Calling Thy 
Kingdom Come, O Lord 

Appropriate Scripture Readings 

Who Is My Brother?-Mark 3:31-35 AH One in Christ-Gala- 
Hflns 3:23-29 Christ's Gifts to Us Ephesians 4:11-32 Concern- 
ing the Love of the Brethren 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 Show No 
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Pr^-!:t:--T-rr.:s 2:1-4, 8-9 He Who Loves His Brother-1 John 
2:7-11; 4:16-21 

* Readings 

Lord, We Thank Thee 

Lord, we thank thee for our brothers. 
Keeping faith with us and thee; 
Joining heart to heart with others 
Making strong our company, 
With the cross our only standard, 
Let us sing with one great voice, 
Glory, glory, thine the kingdom; 
Churches in thy church rejoice. 

God be praised for congregations 
Coming side by side to thee; 
Many tongues of many nations 
Sing the greater unity. 
Sweet the psalm and sweet the carol 
When our song is raised as one; 
Glory, glory, thine the power, 
As in heaven thy will be done. 

Hallowed be thy name forever! 
Heal our differences of old; 
Bless thy church's new endeavor, 
For thy kingdom makes us bold. 
One our Christ and one our gospel, 
Make us one we now implore, 
Glory, glory, thine the glory, 
Through the ages evermore. 

Roger K. Powell 

(These words may be sung as a hymn to the tune Austrian 
Hymn or Hymn to Joy.) 



RESOURCES BY SUBJECT 189 

Christians Who Would Be Really Christian 

Anna Belle Hooton, a pretty teenager with bright eyes and a 
gamin hairdo, was active in the Methodist Youth Fellowship at 
Mount Vernon Place Church and a senior in Eastern High School. 
The time: the fall when Southern schools were first facing inte- 
gration under the Supreme Court's dictum. The place: Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

In nearby Delaware and Maryland, students had been strik- 
ing. Now rumors came that they were going to walk out also at 
Eastern, where nine hundred Negro students were being inte- 
grated with about one thousand white. Why not let them strike? 
Ann felt she had a special obligation to avoid that, for she had 
been elected president of the student council as a representative 
of all the boys and girls enrolled and she was a Christian. 

"We ought to respect people for the abilities they have, not 
for their color," she explained later. "The reason I believe this is 
that I was brought up in a Christian family. The problem is to 
promote equal rights for all, and I should think any Christian 
would be in favor of that* 

She went first to the principal, and he called an assembly. 
When the students came in, they found their own council on the 
stage. The principal and Ann both spoke briefly. 

"Do you think a strike will really accomplish anything?" she 
asked. "Why don't we do something that is more likely to settle 
thingsr 

But unpersuaded, eight hundred white pupils didn't show up 
next morning. That left only two hundred of them-induding 
Ann and the other council members-going to class. Her friends 
tried to get her to stop attending. Some of her "best friends* even 
stopped speaking to her. 

Ann and the others continued to go, however, and slowly the 
strike had lost its strength. Soon most of the students were back 
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in class. How could Christian reconciliation be brought in this 
tense atmosphere of surly dislike? 

Someone said that New Rochelle, New York, had a good inter- 
racial program, and Ann and five other students from troubled 
schools went to observe the Xew Rochelle classes. When they 
got back, she suggested that Eastern High form an interracial 
cirlzeii.-Tup council to discuss social problems as they came up. 

Perfection has not come to Eastern as a quick result, of course, 
but because one Christian girl tried to act on her beliefs, the 
forces of division, hate, and just plain indifference were rolled 
back on one little sector. Later, Anna Belle Hooton had this 
simple word for other young people: "Stand up for what you 
believer 

President J. W. Marshall of Wayland Baptist College in Texas 
has said of student efforts to help racial integration: 

The greatest motivating force back of this bit of progress is 
the desire of Christians to be really Christian. . . . When spir- 
itual growth in America parallels our technical progress, walls of 
segregation will crumble to dust. I have seen a genuine religious 
faith quietly dissolve racial hatred" 

Jesus tells us, "Go, and do likewise." 

Robert Root in Progress Against Prejudice 

* Prayers 

O God, who hast made us in thine own likeness and who dost 
love all whom thou hast made: Teach us the unity of thy family 
and the breadth of thy love. By the example of thy Son, Jesus our 
Savior, enable us, while loving and serving our own, to enter 
into the fellowship of the whole human family, and forbid that, 
from pride of race or hardness of heart, we should despise any 
for whom Christ died or injure any in whom he lives. Amen. 

Book of Common Worship 
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O Lord Jesus Christ, who art not ashamed to own as thv 

* 

brethren the meanest of mankind, and who hast said: "Inasmuch 
as ye did it unto me," make us so to identify ourselves with all 
humanity, that renouncing whatsoever denies our brotherhood, 
we may labor for the things that belong unto our peace* Amen. 

O God, our Creator and Preserver, who hast made of one blood 
all nations to dwell on all the face of the earth, and who didst 
reveal thy will for men by thy Son, the Prince of Peace; give us 
charity, we pray thee, to regard all men as our brethren, and to 
share with them the heritage which we have received from 
thee. . . . Give us a mind to understand the aspirations and needs 
of those who are not of our race and tongue; and teach us to live 
in modesty and simplicity, giving no occasion for emy or fear, 
but, being kindly affectioned one to another until thy kingdom 
come and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Book of Worship (Evangelical and Reformed Church) 

WORLD FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE 

Use for a worship setting a globe of the world and a cross, with 
the cross placed so that it shows above the globe. An illuminated 
globe is especially effective. A world map, preferably in color, 
may be substituted for the globe, with the cross placed in front 
of it. 

Another possibility would be to use a reproduction of the 
symbol of the United Nations as a background for the cross, or 
to use the cross alone with a group of tiny flags of many nations 
encircling its base. 

If you prefer to use your triptych, place a large cross on the 
center panel, with the United Nations symbol on one of the side 
panels and the symbol of the World Council of Churches on the 
other. 
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THEME: Channels of God's Love 

PRELXJDE: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

OPENIXG SENTENCES 

He shall judge between many peoples, 
and shall decide for strong nations afar off; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more (Mic. 4:3). 

HYMN OF PRAISE (choose one): God the Omnipotent God of 
Grace and God of Glory 

SCRIPTURE READING (choose one): Ephesians 6:10-20; Matthew 
5:43-48; Romans 12:14-21 

PRAYER 

O God, the Father of all mankind, we beseech thee to inspire 
us with such love, truth, and equity, that in all our dealings with 
one another we may show forth our brotherhood in thee; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. y , ~ ^ , 

J Book of Common Order 

MEDITATION 

Articles, poems, and short pieces on the subject of world 
friendship and peace are constantly appearing in newspapers, 
magazines, church school materials, and even in textbooks. Pre- 
pare a meditation from a source such as this, or use "Everyman's 
Saint," a meditation with choric speech, which follows. 

Everyman's Saint 

Probably no Christian since Bible times has been more uni- 
versally loved than Francis of AssisL Even the most nonliturgical 
Protestants find his name easy to utter. 

One reason why this man is everyone's saint is that he lived 
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in great simplicity. Born to a wealthy merchant family, Francis 
was a typical boy. The encyclopedias charitably record that he 
was the recognized leader of the young men in town in their 
revels. 

But God called the Italian youth to serve the poor and the 
lepers. With Christlike love he gave all that he had to feed and 
clothe the hungry and the naked. 

He loved all of life, from his "brother Sun" and "sister Moon" 
to the birds, to whom he is said to have preached. But Francis 
of Assisi is perhaps best known to us for his prayer, "Lord, make 
me a channel of thy peace." 

PRAYER: A Prayer of Francis of Assisi 

This prayer is arranged for a choric speech choir, divided into 
three groups with varying voice pitches. Group 1 has the highest 
voices and Group 3 the lowest The entire group will find it 
helpful to discuss the text line by line until everyone has a gen- 
eral understanding of the prayer and its meaning. Then their 
reading and speaking of it will follow more naturally. 

In the first part of this prayer, Group 2 should speak rather 
softly, providing a background accompaniment. They pick up 
their rhythm from Group 1, being careful to speak immediately 
after Group 1. Group 3 should come in before Group 2 has com- 
pletely finished. Experiment will lead to the best timing of voices. 

All; Lord, make me a channel of thy peace. 
Group 1: That where there is hatred 
Group 2: (no hatred, no hatred, no hatred ) 
Group 3: I may bring love. 
Group 1: That where there is wrong 
Group 2: (no wrong, no wrong, no wrong) 
Group S: I may bring the spirit of forgiveness. 
Group 1: That where there is discord- 
Group 2: (no discord, no disoord, no discord) 
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Group 3: I may bring harmony. 
Group 1: That where there is error- 
Group 2; (no error, no error, no error) 
Group 3; I may bring truth. 
Group 1: That where there is doubt 
Group 2: (no doubt, no doubt, no doubt) 
Group 3: I may bring faith 
Group 1: That where there is despair 
Group 2: (no despair, no despair, no despair) 
Group 3: I may bring hope. 
Group 1: That where there are shadows 
Group 2; (no shadows, no shadows, no shadows) 
Group 3: I may bring light. 
Group 1: Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort, than 

to be comforted. 
Group 2 and 3: To understand, than to be understood. 

Aff: To love, than to be loved. 

Lord, make me a channel of thy peace! 

Arranged by Barbara Fuchs 

HYMN: O God of Love, O King of Peace 

BENEDICTION 

May the peace of God rule in our hearts, and the word of 
Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom. Amen. 

RESOURCES FOR OTHER SERVICES 

* A Catt to World Friendship 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

let all the peoples praise theel 
Let the nations be glad and sing for Joy, 

for thou dost judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 
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Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 
let all the peoples praise thee! (Ps. 67:3-5) 

Recommended Hymns 

Gwine Study War No More O Brother Man These Things 
Shall Be Thy Kingdom Come, O Lord Turn Back, O Man We 
Thank Thee, Lord. 

Prayers 

The first three prayers in this collection are from India. 
Prayer of Confession 

O Lord, we confess that the world is in trouble because it has 
not accepted thy love. We have neglected to learn from the 
working of thy Spirit in other parts of the world where thy peo- 
ple are witnessing in adverse conditions. We have been so pre- 
occupied with the building of our own village, church, and nation 
that we have not considered the sharing of thy gifts with our 
fellow men. It is because we lack love that we are divided. It is 
because we do not share that there is suffering. 

O Lord, help us to change our ways. 

Meditation 

Let us remember young people of the world especially in coun- 
tries undergoing rapid social change, where new traditions are 
taking shape, replacing the old, where modern trends of thought 
are shaking the foundations of old societies. Let us raise to the 
throne of grace all Christians who are striving to heal their 
divisions and stand together as one body of Christ. 

Intercession 

O Lord, we pray for thy church and for all efforts to express 
thy love on earth. May the people be redeemed by thy love and 
filled with thy spirit We pray for the unity of the church and 
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for the opportunity that we have in the ecumenical movement. 
May these human efforts help in thy great longing: "I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 

O Lord, we remember all countries which are in a new era of 
development, all thy children who are suffering, and those who 
have no homes either because of poverty or political conditions. 

Help the nations of the world, all people who are in places 
of authority, poets, dramatists, scientists, teachers, and all work- 
ers who guide the destinies of our nations. Let not our national- 
ism take us away from our duty to be responsible citizens. Today 
when we hear your voice, let us not harden our hearts. Amen. 

-M. Elia Peter in When We Share 

A Litany from Angola 

O Father, Lord of all lands, we pray for our villages and cities 
and for our authorities, asking that 

Christ may be Lord of aU. 

O God, who created man to live in families, we pray for our 
families, for our parents, for our homes, asking that in our fam- 
ilies 

Christ may be Lord of all. 

O God, who worked six days in the creation of the world, we 
pray for our work: in school, in field, in shop, at home, or wher- 
ever it may be, asking that in our work 

Christ may be Lord of all. 

O God, who dost call thy people to serve thee, we pray for thy 
people whom tihou joinest together in thy church, remembering 
at this hour all pastors, members, catechumens, asking that in 
each church 

Christ may be Lord of all. 
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O God, who dost call us one by one before the throne of thy 
grace, we present to thee our aspirations and desires, asking that 
in our will, in our speech, and in our action 

All: Christ may be Lord of all. Amen. 

Larry Henderson in When We Pray 

A Litany of Fellowship 

Father of love, from whose unshadowed home above comes every 
good and perfect gift; for all that you have given us as young 
people together, 

We bring thee thanks. 

That you have not placed each of us in a separate and lonely 
world of his own; that you have not given each of us a solitary 
task to perform; that you have bestowed upon us the joy of com- 
panionship in the sharing of a common work, 

We bring thee thanks. 

For our faith in one another which sustains us in perplexity, 
strengthens us in weakness, and falters not even when we fail, 

We bring thee thanks. 

For the love which unites us, so binding us together that if one 
suffers, all suffer, if one is honored, all rejoice. 

We bring thee thanks. 

Att: Almighty God, accept we beseech thee our prayers and 
thanks for our fellowship in thy name. Grant tiiat our imagina- 
tion may be stretched to enable us to share in the hopes and 
aspirations of youth everywhere; and that assisted by each other's 
prayers, we may receive from thee, and reveal to the world, the 
deep unselfish love first taught by thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. -Lord, Use Me 



CHAPTEB 17 / ESPECIALLY FOR 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIPS 



INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR NEW OFFICERS 
This service is designed to be used at an evening meeting of 
a youth fellowship. If a church prefers to recognize the new of- 
ficers of the youth group by installing them during the Sunday 
morning church service, the part headed "Service of Installa- 
tion" (page 199) may be lifted out. 

As symbols of their new responsibility, small pocket crosses 
made of oiled wood or light metal, available from most denomi- 
national bookstores, may be given to the incoming officers. 

PRELTOE: Jesus Calls Us 

CALL TO WORSHIP: From the rising of the sun to its setting the 
name of the Lord is to be praised. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

SCRIPTURE HEADINGS 

Whom Shall I Send? Isaiah 6:1-8 Follow MeMatthew 
4:18-22 Go and Make Disciples of All Nations Matthew 
28:16-20 

198 
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MEDITATION: Follow the Leader 

Do you remember the game you used to play as a child that 
was called follow the Leader," and how each player in turn 
was to mimic the antics or the skills of the one who was *lt w ? 
The name of that game is the theme of our meditation tonight. 

First let us recall the loyalty of the Old Testament prophets, 
who followed the leading of their God, knowing full well that 
they would pay the price of becoming unpopular with the mass 
of people to whom they preached. 

Now let us meditate upon the twelve men who forsook their 
ordinary occupations when Jesus went to them and said, "Follow 
me," even though he was also to warn them, Tf any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me," 

Our Lord also called out of the throngs that heard him preach 
a special few, whom he called disciples, and to whom he gave 
responsibility for continuing his work. In that sense, all of us, 
officers and group alike are disciples, because we have heard the 
Master's call to his service and are called by his name when we 
accept the name "Christian.** 

Out of our own group we have now called a special few, who, 
for a period of time, are to be our leaders* It is important that 
we all understand the responsibility of their task. We have given 
them special work to perform, and we know that God is expect- 
ing great tilings of them too. It is their responsibility to lead, and 
it is the responsibility of our group, which has elected them to 
their positions, to acknowledge as they begin their new tasks 
that all of us must "follow the leader," who is Christ, who came 
that all men might have life and have it abundantly. 

Service of Installation 

Leader: Our Lord called forth from the multitudes that heard 
hfm a few to be his disciples, and then he sent them forth to teach 
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others to observe all that he had commanded them as apostles. 
Our Youth Fellowship, recognizing the need for leadership 
among its members, following in our Master's footsteps, has called 
forth (here the names of the new officers should be mentioned) 
from its membership, to guide us in our deliberations, to preside 
at our meetings, and to lead us in all we do together. Will these 
young people please come forward. 

(The new officers stand facing the congregation.) 

Leader (presenting officers to group): My friends, these are 
your new officers for the coming (mention the length of their 
term of service). Do you accept their leadership and agree to 
follow it, accepting whatever responsibilities they in turn may 
lay upon you, and prayerfully upholding their hands? 

Group: We do, God being our helper. 

Leader (addressing the new officers who now turn and face the 
leader): You have heard your friends express their confidence in 
you as their new officers. Do you accept your new responsibilities 
and agree to do all in your power to make this fellowship a band 
of true disciples of our Lord? Will you remember the group in 
your prayers, that it may know the leading of the Holy Spirit? 

Officers: We will, God being our helper. 

Leader (presenting pocket crosses to new officers): These 
pocket crosses are given to you as symbols of your new responsi- 
bility as leaders of this group. May they serve to remind each of 
you of our Lord's words: Tf any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." May you 
be ever mindful of the stewardship of time and talent which your 
new responsibility requires of you'. 

INSTALLATION PRAYER 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, who has chosen some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, some to follow and some to lead! 
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We pray thee, O God, to bless these young people who have 
been chosen to serve as leaders, and those who have pledged 
themselves to be faithful followers. May they follow the leading 
of thy spirit, and may their fellowship be strengthened thereby 
to do thy will* 

We ask that thou wilt show thine especial favor upon these 
officers. Make them wise and faithful, humble and yet bold, 
constant, patient, and persevering in their appointed work. May 
they prove themselves a good example to their fellows, letting 
thy precepts guide them in all their walk and conversation, to 
the glory of thy holy name, through our one great Leader, Jesus 
the Christ. Amen. 

HYMN OF LOYALTY: Lead On, O King Eternal 

BENEDICTION 

Now may the Lord who has called us to service fill us with 
strength and courage to do his bidding, and guide us always by 
the leading of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A COMMISSIONING CEREMONY FOR 
DELEGATES TO SUMMER CONFERENCES OR CAMPS 

This ceremony is appropriate for use as part of a morning 
church service, when the minister would be the leader, or in a 
church school or evening fellowship worship service, with the 
department superintendent or the adult adviser acting as com- 
missioner. 

Leader: Church is happy to commission you 

young people, who will go as our representatives to church sum- 
mer camps and conferences. 

Delegates (in unison): We are happy to receive your com- 
mission. 

Leader: We bid you enjoy the beauties of nature the glory of 
the morning and the glow of the sunset, and all other revelations 
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of the artistry of God that will come to you. May the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon you. 

Delegates: We shall remember that "the heavens are telling 
the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork," 

Leader: We counsel you to take advantage of the opportunities 
you will have for healthful recreation, that your bodies, which 
are the temples of God, may grow in grace and strength and fit- 
ness, to be used in God's work. 

Delegates: We accept your counsel to find healthful recrea- 
tion. 

Leader: We covet for you earnest study of the Bible, so that 
you may grow in reverence for the good, the beautiful, and the 
true, 

Delegates: We aspire to this as a part of our growth in the 
Christian life. 

Leader: We trust that the new friendships you form will be a 
source of happiness during your stay, as well as an enrichment 
of your lives and the lives of others so long as memory and influ- 
ence shall endure. Let hfm who would have friends show him- 
self friendly. 

Delegates: We hope to find many new friends and to be true 
friends ourselves. 

Leader: We crave for you the companionship and influence of 
inspired teachers, the thrill of meeting and hearing great leaders 
in Christian work at home and abroad, the urge of Christ's spirit 
beckoning you to high ideals and true consecration of your life 
to work in a world which needs him. 

Delegates: We shall seek to learn more of the spirit of Christ 

Leader: We hope that when you return to us you will bring 
credit to your church because of your manliness or womanliness, 

that you will remember at all times the good name of . 

Church and see that it is honored and respected by the young 
people whom you meet 
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Delegates: We shall seek to be worthy of your confidence and 
shall use as our standard what Christ would have us do. 

Leader: We hope you will return to us eager to share the 
visions you have seen, and the inspiration you have received, so 
that we who could not go with you may work with you toward 
lifting our church to a new level of attainment in the things of 
Christ 

Delegates: We are eager to render to our church any service 
we can. 

Leader (calls upon the congregation to rise): For this high task 
we the pastor (or the superintendent of the Youth Department. 

or the adviser of the Youth Fellowship) and people of 

Church commission you as delegates to Camp (or 

Conference) to go forth from our church in the 

name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Delegates: In sincerity and humility we now prayerfully accept 

this high commission which you o Church have 

placed upon us. 

Adapted from a service prepared by Patti Lee Coghill 

A SERVICE OF WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
A single tall candle should be placed upon the altar or a table 
at the front of the room. This will be referred to as "the Christ 
candle/* It should be surrounded by a circle of smaller candles 
mounted on cardboard so that they may be safely passed to the 
officers and new members. The Christ candle should be lighted 
before the worshipers arrive. The smaller candles will not be 
lighted until the end of the service. Be sure to have a small 
candle for each officer and each new member. 

If you intend to observe the ceremony of the Giving of the 
Peace, plan to have ushers who will direct the group so that they 
will sit as compactly as possible and dose to the front of the 
room. 
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PBELUDE: O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader; Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. 

Response: Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your 
heart cheer you in the days of your youth. 

Leader: Thus says the Lord, "I remember the devotion of your 
youth." 

Response: "Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak., 
for I am only a youth." 

Leader: The Lord said to me, "Do not say, 1 am only a youth'; 
for to all to whom I send you you shall go, and whatever I com- 
mand you you shall speak/* 

Response: "Here I am! Send me." 

HYMN: Now in the Days of Youth 

SC2UPTUBE BEADEXTG WTIH MUSICAL BESPONSES 

First Reading: Varieties of Gifts-1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
Hymn Response (sung softly): 

Lord, I want to be more loving 

In my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more loving 

In my heart. 

Second Reading: Many MembersI Corinthians 12:14-26 
Hymn Response: Lord, I want to be more holy 

In my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more holy 

In my heart. 
Ttard Reading: Members of the Body of Christ 

-1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
Hymn Response: Lord, I want to be a Christian 

In my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be a Christian 

In my heart. 



ESPECIALLY FOR YOUTH FELLOWSHIPS 205 

CEREMONY OF THE GIVING OF THE PEACE 

Leader: The liturgy of the Church of South India contains a 
ceremony that symbolizes very well the idea that Christians are 
members one of another. This is known as "The Giving of the 
Peace." To carry out this ritual each member in turn, Vc^r^nir.z 
with the person sitting farthest to my right on the front row, will 
place his right hand, palm open, against the palm of his neigh- 
bor's right hand. He then closes his left hand over the two right 
palms that have been placed together. The second man then 
turns and gives the "Peace" to the neighbor on his right. When 
the end of the row is reached the person on the end rises and 
gives the Peace to the one immediately behind him, who then 
passes it on, this time to the neighbor on his left As the Peace 
passes from one to another through the group each member 
says softly to the next, The peace of God be with you. 1 * 

In the South Indian Church this ceremony takes place immedi- 
ately before the ingathering of the offering. This is done in re- 
membrance of Jesus* teaching: "If you are offering your gift at the 
altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.** 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (while the Peace is given) 

CANDLELIGHITNG CEREMONY OF WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Leader: Will the new members of this fellowship and the offi- 
cers please rise and come forward. 

(They form a semicircle at the -front of the room, the officers 
standing together at the leaders right and the new members 
standing next in line. When all hace taken their places the leader 
continues.) 

With the giving of the Peace we have sealed the bonds of 
fellowship and have affirmed that although we are many, we are, 
in the words of Paul, "members one of another." Hereafter as one 
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member sorrows, all sorrow with him. When one member re- 
joices, all join in his gladness. 

We are also called to let our light so shine before men that, 
seeing our good works, they may give glory to God our Father. 
Our welcome to you will be complete only when, symbolically, 
we share with you the light that has come into our lives through 
Christ I light my candle from the Christ candle upon our altar 
and pass the light to the officers of our group. Through them, the 
light of Christ is passed to you. 

(Here the leader lights each of the small unlimited candles in 
turn from the Christ candle, and passes them one at a time to the 
first officer in line. He or she then passes it down the line until it 
reaches the last of the new members. This is repeated until aU 
the new members and the officers have small lighted candles.) 

BENEDICTION (by the leader): May the light which shone in the 
darkness in the Me and death and resurrection of our Lord now 
burn in your hearts, that you in turn may let that light shine 
through you upon others. 

Response (sung softly) 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
In my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus, 
In my heart 

In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
In my heart. 



CHAPTER 18 /SPECIAL DAYS 



DAYS AND SEASONS OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

SERVICES FOR IHE FOUR SUNDAYS 3N ADVKNT 

The custom of lighting Advent candles has become popular 
among young people. In medieval times, when this observance 
seems to have originated, rings of candles were hung from the 
ceilings of churches, or arranged on the mantels of Christian 
homes. In Germany, in particular, a wreath of evergreens witih 
four candles, known as the "Advent wreath** was set up in every 
home. The evergreen is a symbol of Me; the circle stands for eter- 
nity; and the lighting of the candles symbolizes Doming of light 
into the world with the advent of Jesus. Each candle signifies 
one of the Sundays in Advent. On the first Sunday in Advent, the 
Sunday closest to November 30, the first Advent candle is lighted, 
and an appropriate Bible passage is read; on the second of the 
four Sundays two candles are lighted, with the reading of a Bible 
passage for each; three are lighted on the third Sunday, and four 
on the Sunday before Christmas (the last Sunday in Advent). 

The worship setting should be kept the same for all four Sun- 
days of Advent. If desired, the four candles for the four Sundays 

207 
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may be set in a wreath of evergreens, or they may be placed in 
plain candlesticks to guard against any risk of fire. The arrange- 
ment should be placed on the altar or worship table at the front 
of the room. In addition there should be another candle, taller 
than the four Advent candles. This should be lighted each Sun- 
day before the worshipers arrive. It will be designated as the 
Christ candle. 

First Sunday 

WORSHIP SETTING: The Christ candle on the worship table is 
lighted before the worshipers arrive. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together (Isa. 40:3, 5a). 

HYMN: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 

SCRIPTUBE READING: A Prophecy of Christ's Coming Isa. 40:1-11 

IJGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

(The leader should explain briefly the custom of lighting Ad- 
vent candles. Then, as he lights one of the small candles from the 
Christ candle 9 he may say: "I light this candle on the first Sunday 
in Advent to remind us to prepare our hearts for the coming of 
the ChrtstchOd.") 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, who in thy wise providence hast made all ages 
to be the highway for the coming of thy Son: we pray that thou 
wilt prepare our hearts to receive the blessing of his presence, 
promised to all who sincerely gather in his name. Make thyself 
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known to us on this day in Advent. Open the eyes of our under- 
standing, that we may grow in the grace and knowledge of him 
who came to bring us life, and that more abundantly. Amen. 
J. Richmond Morgan in Church Management 

HYMX: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

BENEDICTION 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

And nations shall come to your light, 

and longs to the brightness of your rising (Isa. 60:1, 3). 

Second Sunday 

WORSHIP SETTING: The Christ candle and the first Advent candle 
should be already lighted when the worshipers arrive. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, 
O earth; 

break forth, O mountains, into singing! 
For the Lord has comforted his people, 

and will have compassion on his afflicted (Isa. 49:13). 

HYMN: Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 61:1-3; New 
Testament Fulfillment: Luke 4:16-24, 28-30 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 

(The leader should repeat the explanation of the lighting of the 
Advent candles that was given last time, adding in his own words 
a statement to the effect that Advent is an occasion when we 
share a common worship custom of people of past ages and of 
many nations. We find ourselves drawn closer to God and to each 
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other when we realize thai we share our Bible readings of Old 
Testament prophecies and New Testament accounts of their -ful- 
fillment and our Advent and Christmas hymns with Christians of 
aU nations and of past ages.) 

HYMN: Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who didst cause light to 
shine out of darkness in the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
take away the sins of the world: we humbly confess our transgres- 
sions and implore thy forgiveness. We beseech thee that the 
spirit of Christ may be born anew within us, and that we may 
glorify his nativity with hearts of compassion, deeds of kindly 
service, and in the spirit of good will toward all mankind; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Worship for Church and Home ( Methodist) 



Third Sunday 

WORSHIP SETTING: The Christ candle and the first and second Ad- 
vent candles should be lighted before the worshipers arrive. 

CALL TO WORSHEP 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; 
for lo, I come and I will dwell in the 
midst of you, says the Lord (Zech. 2:10). 

HYMN: What Child Is This? 

SOTPTURE READINGS: Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 11:1-4; 
New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 2:1-9 

LIGHTING OF TEDS THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

(by the leader, who may repeat the remarks made at the 
previous two services) 
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HYMN: As with Gladness Men of Old 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, who by the birth of thy Son hast given us a 
great light to dawn upon our darkness; grant, we pray thee, that 
in his light we may see light. Let it shine more and more through- 
out the world unto the perfect day; and give us grace while we 
have the light to walk in the light that we may be the children of 
light. Amen. John Hunter in Devotional Services 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

WORSHIP SETTING: The Christ candle and the first, second, and 
third Advent candles should be lighted before the worshipers 
arrive. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King. 

HYMN: Joy to the World 

SCRIPTURE READING: Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 9:2-7; New 
Testament Fulfillment: Luke 2:1-14 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE 

(by the leader, who may repeat or add to the remarks of the 
previous three Sundays) 

HXMN: Light of the World, We Hail Thee 

PRAYER 

O Lord, who hast set before us the great hope that thy king- 
dom shall come on earth, and hast taught us to pray for its com- 
ing, make us ever ready to thank thee for the signs of its dawn- 
ing, and to pray and work for that perfect day when thy will 
shall be done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

The Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory 
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CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

Forgive Us Our Christmases: A "Meditation 
"Forgive us our Christmases as we forgive those who Christ- 
mas against us," prayed a little child. 

And we might all well pray it; and all through this holy month, 
we might strive to live so that others will not need to "forgive us 
our Christmas" ways. Pressures mount Our shopping list grows. 
Radio voices remind us that we have only so many more days. 
Schools and clubs and other groups have extra programs. 

We say each year, "Next year I won't get caught in the rush." 
But here we go clutching our purses and tearing through the 
crowds, thinking, "Now what on earth would so-and-so like?" 
The late Peter Marshall, in a sermon Let's Keep Christmas, puts 
into words the deeper inner feeling weVe had all along: 

You can't think of anything they need (which is rather strange 
when you take time to think of it). 
Maybe there is nothing in a store that they need. 
But what about some token of love what about love itself . . . 
and friendship . . . 
and understanding . . . 
and consideration . . . 
and a helping hand . . . 
and a smile . . . 
and a prayer? 

You can't buy these things in any store, and these are the very 
things people need. . . 
Christmas is not in the stores but in the hearts of people. 

Christmas Gifts 

When we give one another our Christmas presents in his name, 
let us remember that he has given us the sun and the moon and 
the stars, the earth with its forests and mountains and oceans and 
all that lives and moves upon them. He has given us all green 
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things and everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all that 
we quarrel about and have misused. And to save us from our own 
foolishness and from all our sins he came down to earth and gave 
himself. Sigrid Undset 

Christmas Prayers 

O Lord, guard us, lest we fail to see the Star. We are too much 
taken up with our gifts, our cards, our parties. The world around 
us is obsessed with the ring of the cash registers. Let Christmas 
come to us quietly and let us come to Christmas quietly bearing 
as gifts our lives dedicated to Christ. Amen. 

Our Father, we give thee praise for bending to our need in 
giving us thy Son. May this holy season increase our ability to 
receive him so completely that he may become to us "Wonderf ul 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." 
Having received so bountifully, may we be moved to give gen- 
erously, so that the Christmas good tidings of great joy may come 
also unto others. We ask it in the name of the Holy Child who 
was born for our sakes, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

AN EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

PRELUPE: Medley of Easter hymns, such as "Christ the Lord Is 
Risen Today," "All Hail the Power of Jesus* Name," "The Day 
of Resurrection.** (These will be very effective played on trum- 
pets or other brass instruments, particularly if the service is 
held out of doors.) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: For lo, the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of singing has come. 
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Sing praises to the Lord, for he 

has done gloriously. 
Group: Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, 

O earth; 

For the Lord has comforted his people. 
Leader: Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory. 
All: Hallelujah; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
Hallelujah! 

HYMN (choose one): Christ the Lord Is Risen Today Come, Ye 
Faithful, Raise the Strain 

SCRIPTURE READING (choose one of the following passages, or sub- 
stitute the responsive reading "The Adoration of the Risen 
LordT) Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:1-12; Luke 24:13-53; John 
20:1-10; John 20:11-18; 1 Corinthians 15:12-22; Job 19:23-27 

The Adoration of the Risen Lord 

Leader: Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the women came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices 
which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away 
from the sepulchre. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! (This may be spoken or sung. 
The alleluias from the hymn "The Strife Is O'er" to the tune 
Palestrina would be suitable for the music.) 

Leader: And the women departed quickly from the sepulchre 
with fear and great joy. And Jesus met them saying, All hail. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! 

Leader: But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping, and 
she saw two angels. And they say unto her, woman why weepest 
thou? She saith, because they have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid him. And she saw Jesus standing 
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and knew not that it was Jesus. She, supposing him to be the 
gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell 
me where thou hast laid him. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She 
turned herself and saith unto him. Master. 

Choir and Congregation; Alleluia! 

Leader: And behold, two of the disciples went that same day 
to a village called Eromaus, and they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. While they communed and reasoned, 
Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! 

Leader: When the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled, Jesus came and stood in the midst and saith unto 
them, peace be unto you. And when he had so said, he shewed 
unto them his hands and his side. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! 

Leader: Simon Peter saith unto the disciples, I go a-fishing. 
They say unto him, we also go with thee. And that night they 
caught nothing. But when the morning was now come, Jesus 
stood on the shore, but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 
That disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, it is the Lord. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! 

Leader: I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day and heard be- 
hind me a great voice as of a trumpet. And I turned to see the 
voice that spake with me. Being turned, I saw one like unto the 
Son of man, dothed with a garment down to the foot and girt 
about the breasts with a golden girdle. His hair was white as 
snow, and his feet like burnished brass, and his voice as the voice 
of many waters. And when I saw hfm, I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me saying, fear not; I am the 
first and the last; I am he that liveth and was dead; and behold, 
I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of hell and of death. 

Choir and Congregation: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

A Book of Worship for Free Churches 
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HYMN: The Day of Resurrection 

PRAYER 

O God, who through thine only begotten Son Jesus Christ hast 
overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 
grant that, as he was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also may walk in newness of life and seek those 
things which are above, where with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory 

MEDITATION": If Easter Be Not True 

If Easter be not true, 
Then all the lilies low must lie; 
The Flanders poppies fade and die; 
The spring must lose her fairest bloom 
For Christ were still within the tomb 

If Easter be not true. 

If Easter be not true, 
Then faith must mount on broken wing; 
Then hope no more immortal spring; 
Then love must lose her mighty urge; 
Life prove a phantom, death a dirge 

If Easter be not true. 

If Easter be not true, 
Twere foolishness the cross to bear; 
He died in vain who suffered there; 
What matter though we laugh or cry, 
Be good or evil, live or die, 

If Easter be not true? 
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If Easter be not true- 
But it is true, and Christ is risen! 
And mortal spirit from its prison 

Of sin and death with him mav rise! 



Worthwhile the struggle, sure the prize, 
Since Easter, aye, is true! 

Henry H. Barstow 

SPECIAL MUSIC (if desired) 

POEM (to be spoken at the moment of sunrise) 
I feel it, I know it, I am lit by the sun, 
The glow and the glory of life has begun; 
Within my soul blazes the enkindling flame 
On the altar upraised to the uttermost Name. 
I'm alight, Tm afire, with a radiance born 
Of the sunrise immortal, the ineffable dawn. 

I am one with the light of the stars in the sky, 

And one with the splendor that shines from on high; 

Time holds me no more, nor space hath dominion 

To limit the flight of my loftiest pinion; 

I am free as the air, and swift as the light 

Of the glimmering flashes that break in the night 

I prophesy sunrise lo, the time is at hand 

When glory shall break on this war-weary land, 

And dark doubts shall be gone, and dear faitji shall renew 

The face of the earth with the radiant dew 

Of the morning immortal, and the fragrance of heaven 

Breathe forth from a million new hearts vision-given. 

I prophesy sunrise for I feel it, I know 

By the thrill in my soul, by the quivering glow 
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Of the light in my life that is bursting anew 

With the dreams that are real and the faith that is true, 

As sure as I live is the truth, glory-shod 

I am lit by the sun I am one with my God. 

"I Prophesy Sunrise" by Oliver Huckel 

HYMN (choose one): Thine Is the Glory All Hail the Power of 
Jesus' Name 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, who through thine only begotten Son hast 
overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 
grant us, we beseech thee, that we who celebrate the mysteries of 
our Lord's resurrection, may by the renewing of thy Spirit arise 
from the death of sin; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

Book of Common Worship (Thirkield and Huckel) 

Prayers 

Palm Sunday 

Heavenly Father, we thank thee for the forecast of final vic- 
tory over wrong given to us by the first Palm Sunday, Help us to 
rejoice in the kingship of our Savior. Give us faith to look forward 
to the time when every knee shall bow and every soul shall 
acknowledge the sovereign authority of thine everlasting king- 
dom. In Jesus* name. Amen. 

Easier 

O God, from whom floweth creative life, and by whose out- 
going love we are redeemed from spiritual death, we thank thee 
for the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, through which eter- 
nal life is made effective for all true believers. May our hearts 
overflow with gratitude this Easter Day as we acknowledge anew 
these gifts of Eastertide. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Pentecost 

God of all peace and consolation, who didst gloriously fulfill 
the great promise of the gospel by sending down the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost to establish the church as the house of 
his continual presence and power among men; mercifully grant 
unto us, we beseech thee, this same gift of the Spirit, to renew 
. . . [and] refresh our souls; to be over us and around us like the 
light and dew of heaven, and to be in us evermore as a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Book of Common Order (Church of Scotland) 



NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
Lincoln's Birthday 

We thank thee, our Father, for thy servants who in days of 
stress and strain remembered and honored thee. As we pray for 
our country and her needs, may we be mindful of the claims of 
thy kingdom upon us. Amen. 

Washington's Birthday 

God of our fathers, we thank thee for great men, and for the 
way in which thou hast raised them up in times of crisis. We are 
moved to special gratitude by the recurrence of the birthday of 
the father of our country. May the way in which he willingly sac- 
rificed comfort and wealth that this nation might be born, stir us 
to work for the building of a new world where righteousness 
shall dwell. Amen. 

Memorial Day: A Call to Worship 

Let us now praise famous men, 
and our fathers in their generations. 
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The Lord apportioned to them 

great glory, . . . 
all these were honored in their generations, 

and were the glory of their times. 

Ecclesiasticus 44:l-2a, 7 

Independence Day 
The following quotations may be used as calls to worship. 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery (Gal. 5:1). 

Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabi- 
tants thereof ( Lev. 25:10b, KJV). 

Almighty God, may our observance of the birthday of our land 
of freedom cause us to remember that liberty is thy gift. Grant 
that our survey of the wondrous way along which thou hast led us 
may awaken within us the sense of gratitude and lead us to 
appropriate expressions of thanksgiving. Receive our thanks for 
our land and our rededication of ourselves to thee as we seek to 
serve our country. For Christ's sake. Amen. 

Labor Sunday 

O thou who hast taught us to give thanks, and bound us to- 
gether in the bundle of life, make us aware of all those who 
minister to us. We thank thee for farmers and truckmen and 
storekeepers; for miners and sailors and trainmen; for telephone 
operators and postmen; for janitors and street cleaners and gar- 
bage men; for writers and teachers and ministers. We thank thee 
for those who protect us from harm and build up our well-being, 
for doctors and nurses and technicians, for librarians and athletic 
coaches and club leaders. We give thee thanks for all who make 
our homes homelike, and teach little children to find thee. O 
thou who hast made us to be members one of another, increase 
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our respect for all who labor and for all who guide their labor; 
for all who serve and for all who need their service. Help us to 
stand together before thee, from whom cometh every good and 
every perfect gift; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Allen Hackett in Prayers of a Pastor 

Eternal Father, Maker of heaven and earth, who didst reveal 
thyself to mankind as the carpenter's son, help us to see the value 
of all our labor. We acknowledge thee as the creator of strength 
for labor, capital for industry, and the natural wealth of thy 
creation waiting to bless mankind. May we recognize our de- 
pendence upon thee and all mankind as co-laborers in the work 
of thy kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Veterans Day 

O Christ, who in thy body on the cross hast made possible our 
spiritual peace, grant to us the blessing of international friend- 
ship. As men have offered their lives in battle on behalf of coun- 
try, we offer ourselves to thee in utter unreserve of love. Use us 
as thou wilt in the long fight for righteousness. In the name of 
him who is our peace. Amen. 

A Service for Thanksgiving Time 
PBELTOE: Now Thank We All Our God 

CAIX TO WOBSHIP 

Leader; O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
Group: For his steadfast love endures for ever. 
Leader: O give thanks to the God of gods, 
Group: For his steadfast love endures for ever. 
All: O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for his steadfast love endures for ever (Ps. 136:1-3). 

HYMN: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
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OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast graciously given to us 
the fruits of the earth in their season, we yield thee humble and 
hearty thanks for these thy bounties, beseeching thee to give us 
grace rightly to use them to thy glory and the relief of those that 
need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Hymnal (Evangelical and Reformed Church) 

saaiPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 8:6-10 

MEDITATION: In Thankfulness 

One day for giving thanks; and yet the sun 
Sends abundant reassurance with each day 
Through all the year; and seeds select no one 
Day's interval for growing want away 
From earth; there is no stipulated hour 
Alone of one brief season when eyes may see 
The intricate slow opening of a flower 
And the long rhythms of a wind-blown tree. 
And since there are no set specific times 
When birds wake sudden music from still air 
And children's lilting laughter soars and climbs, 
How shall we set a time for thankful prayer? 
How shall we pay in one short interlude 
Our year-long debt of joyous gratitude? 

Jane Merchant in Farm Journal 

HYMN: We Plow the Fields, and Scatter 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O Lord our God, giver of all good, who dost continually pour 
thy benefits upon us; age after age, the living wait upon thee 
and find that of thy faithfulness there is no end and that thy care 
is unfailing. We praise thee that the mystery of our life is a mys- 
tery of infinite goodness. We praise thee for the order and con- 
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stancy of nature; for the beauty and bounty of the earth, for day 
and night, summer and winter, seedtime and harvest; for the 
varied gifts of loveliness and use which every season brings. We 
give thee thanks for all the comfort and joy of life, for our homes, 
for our friends, and for all the love and sympathy and good will 
of men. Amen. 

A Book of Worship for Free Churches (adapted) 

Watch Night or New Year's Day 

For a Watch Night service, a clock and calendar pages might 
be set up behind the worship table or altar. The clock should be 
in plain sight, so that when the hour of midnight comes it can 
be plainly seen by everyone. 

For either a Watch Night or a New Year's service, a star map 
or a map of space could be the worship focus. 

PRELTJDE: All Beautiful the March of Days 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork (Ps. 19:1-2). 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Praise to God, Immortal Praise 

SCRIPTUBE READING: Psalm 121; or a recording of *He Watching 
over Israel" from the oratorio Elijah by Mendelssohn, in a 
choral arrangement 

MEDITATION: Watch 

New Year's time brings to the fore a word that is foreign to our 
religious thinking the word watch. The parables which end 
"Watch, for ye know not the day nor the hour" are harder to 
grasp than the ones that end "Go thou and do likewise.** Never- 
theless we must "watch." For watching means being awake! We 
have filled the word with negative suggestions: "Watch out!" . . . 
"Watch your step!" . . . "Watch that man!" Let us put the simple 
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meaning back into it. Let us be aware of what is going onnot 
only of the dangers and the threats, of violence and hatred, but 
also of the healing powers of friendship, beauty, and silence. And 
let us also be aware of what is happening within, where God 
and man hold converse. Instead of "Watch out" let us try to 
"Watch in." But let us not grow too introspective. Rather let us 
go on in trust, knowing that "He watching over Israel slumbers 
not nor sleeps." Allen Hackett in Prayers of a Pastor 

A WATCH NIGHT PRAYER 

O thou who art the beginning and the end; who hast set the 
stars in their places, and filled the earth with its fullness; we 
come to thee as little children. We see only our moment of time, 
but thou beholdest the end from the beginning. We know only 
our little circles of friends and acquaintances; but thou numberest 
all the sons of men as thy children. Teach us that tfaou art still 
our guide and our comrade. Remind us that the vastness of the 
world has not pushed us out of thy sight, nor the multitude of 
men blotted us out from thy vision. Teach us that thou art in our 
hearts and in our minds closer to us than breathing, nearer than 
hands and feet. Teach us that as thou art the God of history, 
so too thou rulest over every moment, including this. We ask it in 
his name who began time anew, and made us new creatures in 
him. Allen Hackett in Prayers of a Pastor 

HYMN: God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Years 

SOUPTOTE AFFIRMATIONS 

The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases, his mercies never come to an end (Lam. 3:22). 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for- 
ever (Heb. 13:8). 

MUSICAL CLOSING: Sevenfold Amen (played softly on piano or 
organ, or sung if you have a group trained to do this wett) 
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New Year's Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who art the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last, we would end the old and begin the new in 
thee. Let the same mind be in us which was also in thee. Make 
us patient with others, as thou hast been patient with us. Enable 
us to forgive others, as thou hast forgiven us. Help us to face the 
future in courage and peace of trust in thee, looking unto thee for 
guidance and forgetting the things that would separate us. Amen. 

Prayer for Epiphany 

Almighty God, who by the birth of thy Son hast given us a 
great light to dawn upon our darkness: grant, we pray thee, that 
in his light we may see light. Let it shine more and more through- 
out the world unto the perfect day; and give us grace while we 
have the light to walk in the light, that we may be the children 
of light. Amen. 

John Hunter in Devotional Services 



CHAPTER 19 / AN INDEX OF RESOURCES 
FOR THE CHURCH YEAR 



ADVENT 

A series of four Advent services built around the custom of 
using Advent candles appears in the section Special Days, page 
207. 



CHRISTMAS 

Suggestions for a Christmas service also appear in the section 
Special Days, 

Appropriate Hymns 

These may be located easily in any hymnal by looking in the 
subject index under such headings as "Jesus: Nativity,** or "Jesus: 
Birth and Infancy," or "Carols." 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Babe Is Born Luke 2:1-7 The Shepherd Story Luke 
2:8-20 The Coining of the Wise Men Matthew 2: 1-12 



226 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE AND NEW YEAR'S DAY 

Possible Themes 
Time and Eternity Alpha and Omega Next Year-What? 

Worship Setting 

If you have a triptych, you could use the following symbols: 
Alpha on the first panel, Omega on the third panel, and a repre- 
sentation of the hand of God on the middle panel. 

A large map of the stars and outer space could be used as a 
backdrop for the worship table. 

An arrangement of calendar pages and a clock might be set up 
in such a way that the clock can be easily seen, so that everyone 
will know when the hour of midnight comes. 

Appropriate Hymns 
Another Year Is Dawning O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Where Are Kings and Empires Now Standing at the Portal 

Suggested Scripture Readings 
God, Our Dwelling Place-Psalm 90 Oh, That I Knew Where 

1 Might Find Him Job 23:3-7 New Every Morning Lamenta- 
tions 3:22-23 The Spirit of the Lord Is upon Me Luke 4:16-21 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

See the Service for Watch Night included among resources for 
Special Days, the prayer entitled "New Year's Prayer," page 225; 
and the interpretation of the hymn *O God, Our Help in Ages 
Past" in the section The Bible, page 126. 

EPIPHANY 

Possible Themes 
The Light of the World Sending Out the Light 

Worship Setting 
Epiphany celebrates two themes light and missions. A back- 
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ground of a world map with mission stations marked on it with 
electric lights, or an arrangement of candles on the worship table 
highlighting them in some way, would be symbolic. 

Epiphany is also the time of the coming of the Wise Men, so 
an arrangement of silhouettes of the three Wise Men and their 
camels would make an effective backdrop. 

Appropriate Hymns 

As with Gladness Men of Old Light of the World, We Hail 
Thee Send Out Thy Light and Thy Truth We Three Kings of 
Orient Are 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

You Are the Light of the World-Matthew 5:14-16 with John 
8:12 The Coming of the Wise Men-Matthew 2:1-12 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

See the sections The Church: Mission and The Church: Unity, 
pages 137 and 146; and also the meditation "I Will Go" under 
Service in the section Personal Religious Living, page 174. 

YOUTH WEEK 

Each year a special theme is used for the observance of Youth 
Week For materials order the **Youth Week Packet" from your 
denominational department of youth work or from the Office of 
Publication and Distribution of the National Council of Churches. 

RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY 

Materials appearing in the section Brotherhood, page 184, will 
be helpful. Each year a special message is prepared for Race Re- 
lations Sunday by the Department of Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tions, National Council of Churches. Order from the Office of 
Publication and Distribution, or from your denominational de- 
partment of social action. 
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BROTHERHOOD SUNDAY 

See the materials suggested under Race Relations Sunday 
above. 



LINCOLN S BIRTHDAY 
Worship Setting 

A picture of Lincoln would be appropriate for your worship 
table or possibly a picture of the Gutzon Borglum carving on 
Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, showing Lincoln and Wash- 
ington. 

See the materials under the section Brotherhood, page 184. 

WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 

Possible Themes 

Give Us Great Men, O Lord We Thank Thee for Our Nation 

Worship Setting 

A flag of the United States and a Bible, or a picture of Wash- 
ington, or of the Gutzon Borglum carving on Mount Rushmore, 
South Dakota. 

Appropriate Hymns 

God of Grace and God of Glory God of Our Fathers Now 
Praise We Great and Famous Men O Beautiful for Spacious 
Skies 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

Blessed Is the Nation Whose God Is the Lord-Psalm 33:12-22 
The Righteous Nation Micah 4:1-5 The Lord Chose Our Heri- 
tage-Psalm 47 Let the Nations Be Glad-Psalm 67 

Appropriate Meditations 

A good deal has been written on Washington's faith. You will 
find material in your textbooks at school or your public library. 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Although the World Day of Prayer had its beginnings in the 
women's work of the church, young people also are finding it a 
day worthy of celebration. For material consult the women's 
group of your church or the local council of churches, particularly 
the women's department. Ask for the material published by the 
Department of United Church Women for the World Day of 
Prayer. Also see the services under Prayer, page 160, in the sec- 
tion Personal Religious Living. 

LENT 

Possible Themes 
Spiritual Renewal Repentance 

Appropriate Hymns 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus Go to Dark Gethsemane In the 
Cross of Christ I Glory In the Hour of Trial My Faith Looks 
Up to Thee Savior, Thy Dying Love 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

Psalms of Repentance Psalms 6; 32; 51; 130; 143 Turn to 
the Lord-Joel 2:12-14 The Secret Place-Matthew 6:16-21 
Overcoming the World-1 John 2:15-17 

Appropriate Meditations 

The series of picture interpretations on the life of Christ, be- 
ginning on page 114, may be adapted for use in Lenten services. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Posters from Church World Service will provide a backdrop 
for a worship setting. Order from the Office of Publication and 
Distribution. 

Appropriate materials for a service can be drawn from the sec- 
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tions on Christian Service and Stewardship, page 173 and page 
179, under the general heading Personal Religious Living. 

PALM SUNDAY 
Possible Themes 

Following the Crowd Do We Say, "Hosanna," and Then, 
"Crucify Him!"? 

Worship Setting 

Palm branches may well be in evidence as a part of your wor- 
ship setting. If you use the service suggested below, use a print 
or a projected slide of one of El Greco's interpretations of The 
Cleansing of the Temple.** 

Appropriate Hymns 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor Hail to the Lord's Anointed Lift 
Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Ride On! Ride On in Majesty 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Stoiy of Palm Sunday (Each of the Gospels tells the story. 
Choose your favorite account.) 

Matthew 21:1-9 Mark 11:1-11 Luke 19:29-44 John 12:12-19 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

The picture interpretation based on El Greco's "Cleansing of 
the Temple" portrays one of the events that followed Palm Sun- 
day, and could well be used here. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Possible Theme-"!* It I, Lord?" 

Worship Setting 

A Bible, candles, and a chalice would provide an appropriate 
setting since Maundy Thursday is the day on which we com- 
memorate the institution of the Lord's Supper. 
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If you prefer to use your triptych, symbols of the Lord's Supper 
might be placed upon the three panels. 

A color print or projected slide of "The Last Supper" by 
Leonardo da Vinci would be appropriate if you use the picture 
interpretation suggested below. 

Appropriate Hymns 

Bread of the World in Mercy Broken Here, O My Lord, I See 
Thee Face to Face Let Us Break Bread Together Spirit of 
God, Descend upon My Heart 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Earliest Written Account of the Lord's Supper 1 Corin- 
thians 11:23-32 The Gospel Accounts of the Lord's Supper 
(choose your favorite) Matthew 26:17-29 Mark 14:12-25 Luke 
22:14-20 John 13:1-15 

Appropriate Meditations 

The picture interpretation of "The Last Supper" by Leonardo 
da Vinci from the section Jesus' Life Through Picture Interpre- 
tations would be appropriate here. (See page 118.) 



GOOD FRIDAY 
Possible Themes 
Do We Mock Christ? Were You There? 

Worship Setting 

An arrangement of three crosses, one large and two smaller 
ones, one on either side of the large cross, would be symbolic. 

If you plan a picture interpretation, a color print or projected 
slide of the picture you use will be needed. 

Appropriate Hymns 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
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O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Were You There? When 1 
Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Gospel Accounts of Good Friday Matthew 27:1-54 
Mark 15:15-39 Luke 23:39-46 John is-19 The Love of 
Christ 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

Appropriate Meditations 

Use either the picture interpretation based upon "Christ 
Mocked by Soldiers" by Georges Rouault or "Crucifixion over 
Toledo" by El Greco (see page 120 and page 123) from the sec- 
tion Jesus* Life Through Picture Interpretations. 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Possible Themes 

Do We Know Him? We Would See Jesus 

Worship Setting 

Spring flowers, especially lilies, might be used in addition to 
the cross, candles, and a Bible. 

A color print or projected slide of the picture you plan to use 
will be needed if you decide upon a picture interpretation. 

Appropriate Hymns and Scripture Passages 

See the Easter Sunrise Service included among resources for 
Special Days, page 213. 

Suggested Readings and Meditations 

Materials taken from the Easter Sunrise Service mentioned 
above or a picture interpretation, using either "Do We Know 
Him?" based on the picture *The Supper at Emmaus* by Rem- 
brandt or *We Would See Jesus," using Buinand's picture "Peter 
and John 9 * would be appropriate. (See page 124 and page 70. ) 
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CHRISTIAN COLLEGE SUNDAY 

Possible Themes 
The Vocation of a Student Our Denominational Colleges 

Worship Setting 

A row of schoolbooks with the Bible included, or various ob- 
jects necessary to student life as suggested in the section School 
Life under Personal Religious Living, page 170; or, if the empha- 
sis is to be on the colleges of your denomination, a poster with 
pictures of these schools arranged in an interesting way could be 
placed on the wall above the worship table. 

Appropriate Hymns 

Christ of the Upward Way Lord, Speak to Me Now in the 
Days of Youth O Thou Whose Feet Have Climbed Life's Hill 
O Young and Fearless Prophet Take Thou Our Minds, Dear 
Lord 

Suggested Scripture Reading 
The Christian Life-Romans 12:1-10 

FESTIVAL OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME 

Material appropriate for this observance is included in the 
section Christian Family Life, page 156, under Personal Religious 
Living, Another source for worship materials is the Family Life 
Packet, which is prepared each year, and which may be obtained 
from your denominational department of family life or the De- 
partment of Family Life, National Council of Churches, Office of 
Publication and Distribution. 

RURAL LIFE SUNDAY 

(sometimes called Rogation Sunday) 

A service appropriate for this observance is included under the 
section The Church: Mission, page 140. It is entitled "A 
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Service on the Rural Church.** A service especially prepared each 
year for this Sunday may be ordered from your denominational 
department of missions in town and country* or from the Depart- 
ment of Town and Country Church, National Council of 
Churches, Office of Publication and Distribution. 



CHURCH VOCATIONS SUNDAY 

Possible Themes 
Jesus Calls Us Channels of Thy Love 

Worship Setting 

If you have made a triptych, as suggested on page 24, it could 
be used appropriately here with a cross on the center panel and 
various church vocations listed on the two side panels with rib- 
bons of different colors miming from the cross to the various 
vocations. A Bible could be centered on the worship table* 

Appropriate Hymns 

Lord, Speak to Me Make Me a Captive, Lord Take My Life 
Take Thou Our Minds Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Holy Way The 
Son of God Goes Forth Today 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

(See the references in the services suggested under "Appro- 
priate Meditations'* below.) 

Appropriate Meditations 

The service "Channels of God s Love* in the section World 
Friendship and Peace, and the picture interpretation "Jesus Calls 
Us" in the section under Personal Religious Living titled Service 
may be used. ( See page 192 and page 115. ) 



236 WORSHIP WITH YOUTH 

PENTECOST 

(or Whitsunday) 

Possible Themes 

Send Down Thy Truth Inspire Thy Church 

Worship Setting 

The symbols of the descending dove or the tongues of flame 
that signify the Holy Spirit would be appropriate to use, on your 
triptych if you have one, or as a backdrop behind the worship 
table. 

Appropriate Hymns 

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart Breathe on Me, 
Breatib of God O Spirit of the Living God The Church's One 
Foundation Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Suggested Scripture Reading 
The Church Is Born-Acts 2:1-4 

Appropriate Meditations 

The resources under the section The Church: Unity will be 
valuable. (See pages 149 to 152.) 

A member of your group might be encouraged to write an 
original hymn for your service of Pentecost. 



MEMORIAL, DAY 

Possible Themes 
We Remember Now Praise We Great and Famous Men 

Worship Setting 

A simple arrangement with cross, candles, and the Bible would 
be good here. 

Appropriate Hymns 

God of Our Fathers God the Omnipotent Now Praise We 
Great and Famous Men O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
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Suggested Scripture Readings 

God Our Refuge Psalm 46 Ecelesiastieus 44:1-7 (from the 
Apocrypha) 

Appropriate Meditation 

The reading "Witness of a Postman" from the section entitled 
Service could be used with an introduction on unsung heroes. 
(See page 177.) 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Possible Themes 
Freedom Through God One Nation, Under God 

Worship Setting 

The symbol of the National Council of Churches, which con- 
tains the words "One Nation, Under God," would be appropriate 
as a backdrop, or an arrangement that includes the cross and the 
Bible with the American flag would be good on the worship table. 

Appropriate Hymns 

God of Grace and God of Glory O God, Beneath Thy Guiding 
Hand Once to Every Man and Nation (See also the list of 
hymns given above under Memorial Day.) 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Nation Whose God Is the Lord-Psalm 33:12-22 God Has 
Blessed UsPsalm 67 A Nation at Peace-Micah 4:1-5 God 
and Caesar Matthew 22:15-22 True Freedom John 8:31-36 

Appropriate Meditations 

The service interpreting "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" in 
the section on the Bible could be used here. (See page 126. ) 

LABOR SUNDAY 
Possible Themes 

Service Through Daily Work Christ a Worker Too 
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Worship Setting 

An arrangement of tools used in certain occupations would be 
very effective. 

Appropriate Hymns 

Be Strong O Master Workman of the Race O Son of Man, 
Thou Madest Known We Thank Thee, Lord 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Laborers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16 Jesus the 
Carpenter Mark 6:1-4 Paul Planted, Apollos Watered, God 
Gave the Growth 1 Corinthians 3:6-17 A Good Workman-2 
Timothy 2: 15 

Appropriate Prayers and Meditations 

Under Labor Sunday included in resources for Special Days 
(page 220) there are two prayers. Either the meditation on the 
hymn "Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life" in the section 
on the mission of the church (page 144), or the story "The Two- 
talent Man" under Stewardship in the section on Personal Reli- 
gious Living (page 180) would be good. A Labor Sunday mes- 
sage prepared by the Department of Church and Economic Life 
of the National Council of Churches is available each year from 
the Office of Publication and Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, or from your denominational department of social 
action. It often appears also in denominational magazines. 

WORLD-WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Possible Themes 
One Great Fellowship The Lord's Table 

Worship Setting 

A globe, a cross, and a communion chalice in an off-center 
arrangement on the worship table would be effective. See also the 
suggestions under the section The Church: Unity, page 146. 
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Appropriate Hymns 

Bread of the World in Mercy Broken Here, O My Lord, I See 
Thee Face to Face Let Us Break Bread Together 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

Jesus* Prayer for the Church John 17:18-23 The Last Sup- 
per-Mark 14:12-23 Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet-John 13: 
1-15 An Early Account of the Communion Service 1 Corin- 
thians 11:23-32 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

See the service for World-wide Communion Sunday in the sec- 
tion on the unity of the church, page 146. Materials are prepared 
annually for this observance by the Department of Evangelism 
of the National Council of Churches. They are available from the 
Office of Publication and Distribution, or from your denomina- 
tional department of evangelism. 

WORLD ORDER SUNDAY 

See the section World Friendship and Peace (page 191) and 
also A Dialogue on the Lord's Prayer under Prayer in the sec- 
tion on Personal Religious Living, page 162. 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Possible Themes 

A Look at Our Church The Life of Some One of the Re- 
formers (used as a meditation) 

Worship Setting 

See the section on the Unity of the Church. Be sure that a copy 
of the Bible is on your worship table, because of its important 
part in the Reformation. If your service is on the life of one of 
the Reformers, a picture portraying him would be in order. 
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Appropriate Hymns 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Faith of Our Fathers Once 
to Every Man and Nation The Church's One Foundation 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

God's New Covenant Foretold-Jeremiah 31:31-34 The 
Cleansing of the Temple-John 2:13-17 True Freedom from 
Sin-John 8:31-36 You Are God's Temple-1 Corinthians 3:10-16 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

See the resources under the unity of the church, page 149. The 
reading "Even-man's Book,** page 131, is about John Wycliffe who 
was part of the Reformation movement. 

See the picture interpretation "Christ Driving the Traders from 
the Temple" by El Greco on page 73. 

Increasingly, Reformation Sunday is being celebrated under 
local councils of churches. Inquire at your local council office for 
program suggestions and information about any local observ- 
ances. Denominational magazines are also good sources of mate- 
rial on this subject. 



STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

See the resources under Stewardship, page 179, in the section 
Personal Religious Living. 

THANKSGIVING 

Possible Theme Seedtime and Harvest 

Worship Setting 

An arrangement making use of some of the products of the 
harvest, such as fruits, vegetables, an arrangement of dried 
flowers and grasses, could be used. 
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Appropriate Hymns 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come My God, I Thank Thee 
Now Thank We All Our God We Gather Together We Plow 
the Fields, and Scatter 

Suggested Scripture Readings 

The Promised Land Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 Psalms of Thanks- 
giving-Psalms 65; 92 

Appropriate Meditations and Prayers 

See the Thanksgiving Service, page 221, under resources for 
Special Days. Some of the material under Joy in God's Creation, 
page 104, might also be helpful. 

SHAKE OUR SURPLUS 

A dedication service for material collected during a "Share 
Our Surplus" observance could be prepared using materials from 
the sections on Stewardship, page 179, or Service, page 173, under 
Personal Religious Living. 

Materials prepared each year by Church World Service may 
be obtained from the Office of Publication and Distribution. 
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